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GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
May 5, 2008 

 
The May 5, 2008 Board of Commissioners meeting was held in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the 

Courthouse.  Present were: 

 
Hap Channell, Chairperson    Matthew Birnie, County Manager 

Paula Swenson, Vice-Chairperson    Katherine Haase, Clerk to the Board  
Jim Starr, Commissioner  (via telephone)   Others Present as Listed in Text   

        
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Channell called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm. 

 
BLACK CANYON WATER QUANTIFICATION LITIGATION; POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

County Attorney David Baumgarten was present for discussion. 
 

County Attorney Baumgarten confirmed proper public notice of the meeting.  He also stated that the 

meeting was scheduled in order to receive instruction from the Board on all pending issues, to allow 
County Attorney Baumgarten to describe a recent development in the litigation, and to give advice to the 

Board on alternate negotiation positions.  County Attorney Baumgarten requested that he and County 
Manager Birnie be allowed to join the Board in an executive session in order to discuss negotiation 

strategies and other attorney-client privileged information.  Moved by Commissioner Swenson, seconded 
by Commissioner Starr to go into an executive session for the reasons stated.  Motion carried 

unanimously.    

 
The board went into executive session at 4:05 pm.  Executive sessions of the Board of County 
Commissioners are conducted as per C.R.S. 24-6-402(4).  This specific session was conducted as per 
C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b)(e). 

******** 

Attorney Statement Regarding Executive Session 
 

Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402 (2)(d.5)(II)(B), I attest that I am the Gunnison County Attorney, that I 
represent the Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners, that I attended all of the above 

referenced executive session, that all of the executive session was confined to the topic authorized for 

discussion pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4) and that, because in my opinion all of the discussion during 
the executive session constituted a privileged attorney-client communication, no record of the executive 

session was required to be kept and no such record was kept. 
 

 
Date: __________________   ______________________________________________ 

      David Baumgarten 

      Gunnison County Attorney 
 

Chairperson Statement Regarding Executive Session 
 

Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(2)(d.5)(II)(B), I attest that I am the Chairperson of the Gunnison County 

Board of Commissioners, that I attended all of the above referenced executive session, and that all of 
that executive session was confined to the topic authorized for discussion pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4). 

 
 

Date: __________________   ______________________________________________ 
      Hap Channell, Chairperson 

      Gunnison County Board of Commissioners 

 
******** 

 
The Board came out of executive session at 4:44 pm.  Chairperson Channell confirmed that the 

discussion remained on-topic, that all parties stated to be in attendance were, in fact, in attendance and 

that no decisions were made.   
 

ADJOURN:  Moved by Commissioner Starr, seconded by Commissioner Swenson to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm. 

 
 

 

__________________________________ 
Hap Channell, Chairperson 
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__________________________________ 

Paula Swenson, Vice-Chairperson 
 

 
__________________________________ 

Jim Starr, Commissioner 

 
Minutes Prepared By: 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Katherine Haase, Deputy County Clerk 

 

Attest: 
 

 
__________________________________ 

Stella Dominguez, County Clerk 


