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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

 

 
BUILDING PERMIT PACKET: APPLICATION AND GUIDE 

FOR PROPERTY OWNERS AND GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
 
BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED FOR BUILDINGS AND ADDITIO NS CONSTRUCTED IN THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF GUNNISON COUNTY . Building Permits are required for all new buildings and 
additions, except that no Building Permit is required for a one-story storage building that is no larger than 120 sq. 
ft., or for buildings used entirely for agricultural operations that are located on parcels classified as agricultural by 
the Gunnison County Assessor’s Office. 
 
GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE.  Gunnison County regulations require that the location of buildings, individual 
sewage disposal systems and accesses be designed to avoid and mitigate potential impacts to  Gunnison Sage-
grouse. All applications for improvements on lands within Sage-grouse occupied habitat will be reviewed by the 
Gunnison County Gunnison Wildlife Conservation Coordinator to determine if there are any impacts to Sage-
grouse or Sage-grouse habitat. Landowners may request a pre-application conference to review Sage-grouse 
issues and identify potential solutions. 
 
OTHER PERMITS REQUIRED. Other permits may be required before any construction work begins. They 
include: 

·  Gunnison County Individual Sewage Disposal Permit , available in the Community Development 
Department. 

·  Gunnison County Driveway Access Permit  or Waiver , available from the Gunnison County Public 
Works Department. 

·  Highway Access Permit  from the Colorado Department of Transportation, if a parcel is located on a 
state or federal highway. 

·  Gunnison County Reclamation Permit , available from the Gunnison County Public Works Department. 
·  Well Permit , available from the Colorado Division of Water Resources in Montrose. 
·  Electrical Permit , available from the Colorado Electrical Board. A state Electrical Inspector is located in 

Gunnison. 
·  Plumbing Permit , available from the Colorado Examining Board of Plumbers. A state Plumbing Inspector 

is located in Gunnison. 
·  A Land Use Change Permit  may be required before a Building Permit can be issued, or conditions of an 

existing Land Use Change Permit may affect building locations or sizes, and other features.  
 

(A list of other permitting agencies is included in this handout, and is also available on our website.)  
 
INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THIS PACKET.   This packet includes the following information to help you as you 
design your plans: 

·  Gunnison County Prescriptive Energy Code standards. 
·  Setbacks Information Sheet. 
·  Information Sheet on Workforce Housing Linkage Fees for Building Permits. 
·  Exterior Lighting Information Sheet. 
·  Building Permit Application forms. 
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STEPS FOR OBTAINING A BUILDING PERMIT IN UNINCORPOR ATED GUNNISON COUNTY:  
 
1. COMPLETE AND SUBMIT APPLICATION.  Submit a completed Building Permit application to the 

Community Development Department. Make sure you have completed and submitted the following, which are 
included in this packet: 
·  The Building Permit Application Form. 
·  The signed “Agreement and Consent of Property Owner for Representation by Contractor or Other 

Person During the Building Permit and Construction Process.”  (Allows a designated person to represent 
you.) 

·  The signed and completed “Energy and Resource Conservation Sheet.” 
·  “Woodstove Identification” form, if you are including a woodstove, gas log fireplace, a gas fireplace 

appliance or Rumford-style fireplace in your structure. 
 
2. PERMITS REQUIRED FROM THE GUNNISON COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: These two 

permits must be obtained from the Gunnison County P ublic Works Department before the Community 
Development Department may issue a Building Permit.  Permits may be obtained by calling the Public 
Works Department at 641-0044. 
a. DRIVEWAY ACCESS PERMIT IS REQUIRED BEFORE  A BUILDING PERMIT CAN BE ISSUED.   Any 

site excavation or construction of an access may not begin until a Driveway Access Permit has been 
issued OR Public Works has granted a written waiver.     

b. A RECLAMATION PERMIT IS REQUIRED BEFORE  A BUILDING PERMIT CAN BE ISSUED.  Any site 
excavation or access construction may not begin until a Reclamation Permit has been issued. Any of the 
following requires a Reclamation Permit: 
1. Road cutting or construction 
2. Homesite clearing 
3. Berm construction 
4. An activity that is part of an approved Land Use Change Permit 

 
3. AN ENGINEER’S STAMPED STATEMENT THAT PLANS COMPLY W ITH REQUIRED ENERGY CODES IS 

REQUIRED BEFORE A BUILDING PERMIT CAN BE ISSUED.  Written documentation, stamped and signed 
by a Colorado professional engineer licensed in the State of Colorado or Colorado licensed architect, 
demonstrating and verifying compliance with the Gunnison County Prescriptive Energy Code or the 
International Energy Conservation Code will be required before the Building Permit can be issued. 

4. INSPECTION OF THE DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION IS REQUIRED BEFORE THE BUILDING OFFICE 
CAN SCHEDULE A FRAME INSPECTION . Public Works driveway construction inspection is required 
BEFORE scheduling a frame inspection. Contact the Public Works Department (970) 641-0044 directly to 
schedule the driveway construction inspection. 

5. SUBMITTAL OF SELF-CERTIFICATION OF INSULATION FORM IS REQUIRED BEFORE THE BUILDING 
OFFICE CAN SCHEDULE A FINAL INSPECTION . A completed copy of the Self-Certification Insulation Form 
included in this packet must be submitted before a final inspection can be scheduled. 

 
CODES AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING BUILDING IN GUNNISO N COUNTY:  
 
Building Codes:  The 2003 International Construction Codes have been adopted and amended by the Gunnison County Board 
of County Commissioners.  A copy of each of the Codes is available to review in the Community Development Department, or 
you can purchase copies from the International Code Council, Product Orders, 1-(800)-786-4452, or from the Council’s website: 
www.iccsafe.org. The City of Gunnison Building Department also sells copies in the Gunnison Municipal Building, 201 W. 
Virginia Ave., in Gunnison. Copies of the Gunnison County amendments to the Codes are available in the Community 
Development Department and on our website, www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning. 
 
Gunnison County Land Use Resolution : The Resolution governs most land development, and includes 
standards for setbacks, building heights, sizes of residences, design, location on ridgelines, building in geologic 
hazard areas, floodplains and wetlands, and other requirements that will affect where your building site can be 
located. 
 
The Gunnison County Individual Sewage Disposal System R egulations  include standards and requirements 
for installing an individual sewage disposal system (septic tank/leach field; composting toilet; grey water systems, 
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etc.). An ISDS Permit, or agreement of a wastewater treatment provider, if the parcel is served by a central 
system, is required before a Building Permit can be issued. 
 
The Gunnison County Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction  includes standards for designing and constructing 
a driveway and accessing onto county roads. An Access Permit or waiver is required from the Gunnison County Public Works 
Department before a Building Permit can be issued. 
 
Colorado state plumbing codes.  Gunnison County does not perform plumbing inspections. Plumbing Permits are issued and 
inspections are conducted by a State Plumbing Inspector .   Plumbing contractors are required to take out permits on jobs 
performed by their companies. The master plumber's signature is required on all permit applications. A contractor may not do 
work on a "home owner" issued permit. Homeowners may do their own plumbing installation on their residence if the following is 
true: the work is personally performed by the homeowner and the property is not for sale, resale, is not rental property which is 
occupied or is to be occupied by tenants for lodging, either transient or permanent; and is not generally open to the public. 
 
Colorado state electrical codes.  Gunnison County does not perform electrical inspections. Electrical Permits are issued, and 
inspections are conducted by a State Electrical Inspector .  A state issued electrical permit is required when installing, 
remodeling or making additions to existing electrical wiring, installation or repairing electrical apparatus and equipment for light, 
heat and power. Information about contacting the state and securing permits online is available from the Colorado Electrical 
Board.  
 
FEES:   
Building Permit Fees are determined based on type of construction and square footage, and must be paid before 
the Building Permit is issued. In addition, a “Workforce Housing Linkage Fee” is charged based upon the size of 
the structure and where it is located. (A copy of the Workforce Housing Linkage Fee Information Sheet is included 
in this packet.) 
 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR A BUILDING PERMIT : 
 

1. LEGALLY SUBDIVIDED LOT.  The building site must be on a legally subdivided lot.  Only one residence may be 
built on a parcel, unless a Land Use Change Permit allowing more than one residence has been approved by the 
Planning Commission or the Board of Commissioners.  

2. MINIMUM FLOOR AREA. The minimum floor area for each residential unit is 600 square feet.. 

3. EXTERIOR LIGHTING. An exterior lighting plan showing locations and types of all exterior lights must be submitted 
with any Building Permit application. All exterior lighting must comply with Gunnison County Land Use Resolution 
Section 13-114: Exterior Lighting (a copy of which is included in this packet). 

4. FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMITS.  In flood hazard areas, a Floodplain Development Permit is required in 
addition to a Building Permit, and before construction can begin. The lowest floor must be one foot above base flood 
elevations, and the structure must be designed and constructed in compliance with the Gunnison County Land Use 
Resolution and all other applicable state and federal regulations. A copy of the Permit application and the Floodplain 
Development Information Sheet are available in the Community Development Department, or on the Department’s 
website: http://www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning_building_office_permits.html#_8 

5. GEOTECHNICAL STUDY. In areas with unstable soils, or which are located in geologic hazard areas, a 
geotechnical study may be required in compliance with the Gunnison County Land Use Resolution.  Foundations 
must be designed by a professional engineer licensed by the State of Colorado, and the plans may be required to 
be reviewed both by your own geologist, and the Colorado Geological Survey. 

6. WASTEWATER TREATMENT AND POTABLE WATER.  All building sites must have some source of potable 
water and have a system of sewage disposal, either central sewer or an individual sewage disposal system (ISDS).  
Individual systems must meet Gunnison County and Colorado State requirements, and an Individual Sewage 
Disposal System  (ISDS) Permit must be approved before a Building Permit can be issued.  In subdivisions located 
in wastewater treatment and water districts, sewer and water tap fees must be paid before a Buil ding Permit 
can be issued by Gunnison County. 

GENERAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS . The following are items that are required to be submitted with your Building Permit 
application: 

1. TWO SETS OF BUILDING PLANS.  Two full set of building plans must be submitted to the Community 
Development Department. One set of plans, specifications and computations is retained by the Building Office for a 
period of not less than 90 days from date of completion of construction. One set of approved plans and 



 

01/14/10 Page 4

specifications is returned to the applicant, and kept on the construction site at all times during which the work 
authorized by the Building Permit is in progress. Often building plans must be approved by a subdivision’s 
architectural control board before a Building Permit can be issued.  COLORADO REVISED STATUTES REQUIRE 
THAT PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS BEAR THE SEAL OF AN A RCHITECT OR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER 
LICENSED BY THE STATE OF COLORADO .  There are several exceptions to this rule; check with the building 
inspector.  

_____   FOUNDATION PLAN :  Include detail of size, height and reinforcement used in footers and foundation 
walls.  Size and spacing of concrete pads should also be included.  The foundation plan is to be 
stamped by a professional engineer licensed in the State of Colorado. 

_____ COMPLETE FLOOR PLAN :  Include dimensions and uses of each room, and window and door 
locations and sizes. 

_____ FRAMING PLAN/CROSS SECTION :  Include structural makeup of building, including species and 
grade of lumber, size and spacing of rafters, joists, studs, construction materials and thickness of 
walls and roofs, and insulation R-values.  Trusses (beams carrying heavy loads), and complex 
roof/framing designs must be 
designed and stamped by a 
professional engineer licensed 
in the State of Colorado. 

_____ ELEVATION PLAN:  Show 
finished grade and all sides of 
the structure. 

 

2. THREE SITE PLANS (representative 
drawings of the parcel or lot) :  Every 
Building Permit application requires 
THREE site plans , one of which will be 
provided to the Gunnison County Public 
Works Department for Driveway Access 
Permit and Reclamation Permit review and 
one provided to the Gunnison County 
Wildlife Conservation Coordinator. Include 
location and distance from lot lines to 
existing and proposed structures, well, 
irrigation ditches, and individual sewage 
disposal system (ISDS).  Indicate the exact 
distances or provide the indicated scale on 
the site plan. You can draw your own.  It 
must be legible, signed and dated by whoever draws it and must show the following:  

a. SETBACKS.  With some exceptions, which can be identified by the Building Inspector, all elements of the 
plan must meet setback requirements (a copy of setback requirements is included in this packet). 
Additionally,  a subdivision’s protective covenants may be more restrictive, in which case the setbacks 
required by the covenants should be followed. 

b. ROADS AND EASEMENTS.  Existing roads; rights-of-way and easements, including their widths.  
c. STREAMS AND RIVERS.  Streams and rivers; wetlands areas. 
d. STRUCTURES. Proposed and existing structures, their location and sizes.  
e. DITCHES. Irrigation ditches.  
f. DRAINAGE.  Drainage patterns on and off your property.  
g. EXISTING UTILITIES. All existing utility lines that will serve the property, including water lines, sewer 

lines, power lines (both overhead or buried).  
h. PROPOSED UTILITIES.  All proposed utility lines for the new structure 
i. ADJACENT OWNERS AND USES . Adjacent land owners and uses.  
j. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES AND MEASUREMENTS .  
k. WELLS . Existing and proposed well locations.   
l. SEWAGE DISPOSAL . Existing or proposed individual sewage disposal system locations or central sewer 

lines. 
m. PARKING . Parking areas.   

Name of adjacent owner, land use and parcel size
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n. GEOLOGIC HAZARD AREAS AND FLOODPLAINS.  The Community Development Department will help 
you check the geologic hazard and flood plain maps. If your building site is located in any of those hazard 
areas, include a copy in your application of the hazard area map showing the site location . 

 

3. WARRANTY DEED. A copy of the recorded Warranty Deed for your property. 

4. EXTERIOR LIGHTING PLAN:  Show locations of all exterior lights, a description of the lighting fixtures, and 
information on how the lighting complies with Gunnison County Land Use Resolution Section 13-114:  Exterior 
Lighting.  All applicants must sign the attached Acknowledgement and Agreement to Comply With Exteri or 
Lighting Requirements on the Building Permit Application Form. 

 
OTHER SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS AS APPLICABLE : 
 

1. SNOWLOAD. Snowfall amounts vary widely in Gunnison County, and structural design may differ depending upon 
snowload for particular elevations. The snow load for any location should be determined by the Building Office 
before you have your final plans drawn. 

2. ENERGY STANDARDS COMPLIANCE :  Buildings for human occupancy are required to meet the minimum 
energy standards as adopted in the Gunnison County amendments to the 2003 ICC Codes and to meet the 
standards of the Gunnison County Energy and Resource Conservation Worksheet.  Buildings not used for human 
occupancy and unheated seasonal structures are exempt from this requirement. 

3. WOODSTOVES AND FIREPLACES.  Gunnison County Land Use Resolution Section 13-107: Installation of Solid 
Fuel-Burning Devices regulates the solid fuel-burning devices. Fireplaces are not allowed . Wood- burning stoves 
and pellet stoves are required to comply with the emissions performance standards adopted by the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment Air Quality Control Commission.  A list of the approved solid fuel-
burning devices is available at the Community Development Department. 

4. HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION APPROVAL if the parcel is located in a subdivision that has a homeowners’ 
association, written approval by the association. 

5. TAP FEES. A receipt showing that tap fees  for water and/or sewer service have been paid, if the property is served 
by a central water supply or wastewater treatment system. 

6. LETTER OF OWNER’S CONSENT. A letter from the owner acknowledging that a person other than the owner may 
apply for permits.  

7. PROPERTIES LOCATED IN THE GOLD BASIN/DOS RIOS AR EA AND ALONG WEST HIGHWAY 50:  Contact 
the Dos Rios Water Treatment Plant 48 hours in advance for location and inspection of water and sewer service.  
The following materials are required for hookup: 

a. SEWER:  SDR 35 bell and spigot (gasketed pipe) 
b. WATER:  soft "K" copper with flare fittings 
c. WATER METERS with remote readouts are required and may be obtained from the Water Treatment 

Plant.  Location of these meters must be in a utility room or accessible area. Remote readouts should be 
located in an accessible area on exterior of the house.  A meter/inspection fee is required and is based on 
meter size. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER INFORMATION MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE BUILDING O FFICE. 
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OTHER PERMITTING DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES: 

 

Plumbing Permit: 

Examining Board of Plumbers, State of Colorado 
Alan Trickey, (970) 641-0423 
131 N Main St 
Gunnison, Colorado 81230 
Available by telephone 8:00-9:00 AM 
Mon, Wed, Fri 
FAX: (970) 641-4892 
E-mail: Alan.Trickey@dora.state.co.us 
Website to obtain permits online: 
http://www.dora.state.co.us/Plumbing/onlinepermitsystem.htm 

Electrical Permit: 

Colorado State Electrical Inspector 
Don Dubie  
525 N. Main St. #203 Gunnison, CO 81230  
Phone: (970) 641-5655 
FAX: (970) 641-4892 
Website to obtain permits online: http://www.dora.state.co.us/electrical/ 

Driveway Access Permit  ( for  
development that accesses Gunnison 
County roads) 
and Reclamation Permits : 

Gunnison County Public Works Department 
811 Rio Grande 
Gunnison, CO  81230 
Marlene Crosby/Allen Moores , (970) 641-0044 

Highway Access Permit (for development 
that accesses Colorado and Federal 
highways): 

Colorado Department of Transportation 
222 So. 6th Street, Room 317 
Grand Junction, CO 81501-2769 
(970) 248-7225 
Website: http://www.dot.state.co.us/AccessPermits/index.htm 

Well Permit 
(Your well driller can also obtain the permit 
for you): 

Colorado Division of Water Resources 
818 Centennial Building 
1313 Sherman Street 
Denver, CO 80203 
(303) 855-3581, or in Montrose, (970) 249-6622 
Website for information about well permits: 
 http://water.state.co.us/groundwater/groundwater.asp 

Individual Sewage Disposal System  
(ISDS) Permit: 

Gunnison County Environmental Health Office 
221 N. Wisconsin Street, Suite D 
Gunnison, CO  81230 
Richard Stenson, (970) 641-5105 
FAX:  (970) 641-8585 

 
Dos Rios Water Treatment Plant (water 
and sewer line locates): 

Dos Rios Water Treatment Plant 
38130 W. Highway 50 
Gunnison, CO  81230 
Mark Templeton (970) 641-8565 
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

PRESCRIPTIVE ENERGY CODE REQUIREMENTS  
IN GUNNISON COUNTY 

 
 
The Prescriptive Energy Code requirements for new construction in Gunnison County are listed below. Written 
documentation, stamped and signed by a Colorado pro fessional engineer licensed in the State of Colorad o or 
Colorado licensed architect, demonstrating and veri fying compliance with the Gunnison County Prescriptive 
Energy Code or the International Energy Conservation Code  will be required before the Building Permit can be  
issued. 

 
AFUE means” Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency” 
HERS means “Home Energy Rating System” 
SEER means “Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio” 
 

ITEM MINIMUM INSULATION VALUE 
EXTERIOR FRAME WALLS AND RIM JOIST 
(LOG HOMES REQUIRE ENERGY ANALYSIS)  

R-21 (11,12) 

WINDOWS IN EXTERIOR FRAME WALLS AND BASEMENT LOW-E DOUBLE GLAZED (1,2,3) 
DOORS IN EXTERIOR FRAME WALLS AND BASEMENT R-2.86 (3) 
CEILINGS OR RAFTERS R-38 (12) 
AIR INFILTRATION PRESCRIPTIVE AIR SEALING (3) 
WALLS TO UN-HEATED GARAGE OR BUFFER SPACES  R-19 (10) 
HEATED GARAGES R-21 (9) 
HEATED BASEMENT AREAS (BELOW GRADE WALLS)  R-10 (5) 
FLOORS OVER UN-HEATED SPACES (EXCEPT INSULATED 
CRAWLSPACES) 

R-21 (5,10) 

FLOORS OVER UN-VENTILATED SPACES WITH INSULATED 
WALLS 

NONE (10) 

CRAWL SPACE WALLS R-10 (5) 
CANTILEVER FLOORS R-30 
SLABS IN HEATED AREAS (EXCEPT GARAGES) R-7 (4,5,6) 
HEATED SLAB R-10 (4,5,6) 
EXPOSED SLAB EDGES  R-7 (5) 
SLABS IN UN-HEATED AREAS  NONE 

 
SPACE HEATING SYSTEM PERFORMANCE 
GAS FURNACES  80% AFUE (7,13) 
GAS BOILERS (INCLUDING SNOW MELT BOILERS) 80% AFUE (7,8,10) 
DUCTS 
INSIDE BUILDING ENVELOPE, OUTSIDE CONDITIONED 
SPACE 

 
R-5 (7,13) 

OUTSIDE BUILDING ENVELOPE R-8 (7,13) 
WOOD BURNING FIREPLACES/STOVES TIGHT FITTING ENCLOSURES 
GAS LOG INSERTS IN MASONRY FIREPLACES TIGHT FITTING DOORS WITH OUTSIDE COMBUSTION AIR 
WATER HEATER PERFORMANCE 
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GAS .60 ENERGY FACTOR 
ELECTRIC .93 ENERGY FACTOR 
HOT WATER PIPING IN UNCONDITIONED SPACES 1” FOAM INSULATION 
SETBACK THERMOSTATS REQUIRED (EXCEPT FOR HYDRONIC HEAT) 
AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS 9.7 SEER 
GROUND HEAT PUMPS 11.5 SEER 

 
 
 
THE FOLLOWING ALSO APPLY: 

1. Metal framed windows must demonstrate a maximum U-value of 0.37. 

2. Allowable percentage of window area is measured by rough opening dimensions. R-values for windows are a 
combination of glass, frame, and spacer certified by the National Fenestration Research Council (NFRC).  If window 
area is 15% or greater then the window must demonstrate a maximum U-value of 0.37. 

3. All exterior joints, voids, gaps, etc. in the building envelope shall be caulked, gasketed, and weather stripped, or 
otherwise sealed in an approved manner.  For a performance approach, use Colorado HERS and a .40 air change 
per hour rate. All switches and outlets shall have UL-approved sealing gaskets. 

4. The slab edge perimeter shall be protected with insulation as prescribed for heated areas. Unheated exterior slabs 
adjacent to foundation walls do not require insulation. 

5. Foundation and slab insulation, when required, shall cover all edges. 

6. All heated basement area slabs are to be insulated to R-7.  Under slab insulation required to be a minimum of 4’ 
inside perimeter.  Slab edges require a thermal break at the wall. 

7. All furnace ducts need to be air tight and constructed with commercial grade mastic and fiberglass mesh.  Supply 
ducts must be insulated to a minimum of R-11.  Return ducts shall be insulated to a minimum of R-6 in un-heated 
spaces.  Fiberglass ducts which expose fibers to the air stream are not permitted. 

8. Recirculation pumps shall be provided with timers and a manual on/off switch. 

9. All heated garages shall be constructed to the same requirements as the home. 

10. Water lines must be protected from freezing, except in floors over insulated basements. 

11. An energy rating is required of all log structures, i.e., RES-check (www.energycodes.gov). HERS energy rating 
(www.natresnet.org), or other approved energy analysis. Energy ratings must specify if the building passes the 
requirements of the IECC 2003. 

12. Insulation must extend over the top plates of exterior walls. 

13. Ducts are to be sealed substantially tight with tapes, (not duct tape) mastics, or gaskets.  
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

INSULATION SELF-CERTIFICATION FORM 
 
This form must be completed and approved BEFORE  the authorization of the FINAL BUILDING INSPECTION : 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
INSTALLER:__________________________________  BUILD ING PERMIT NUMBER:_______________  
LOCATION: _________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
INSULATION DESCRIPTIONS: 

1. RAISED FLOOR 
Material: Brand Name: 

Thickness (inches): R-Value: 
2. SLAB FLOOR/PERIMETER 
Material: Brand Name: 

Thickness (inches): R-Value: 

Perimeter Depth (inches):  

3. EXTERIOR WALL 
Frame Type: 
 
A. Cavity Insulation Material: 

Brand Name: Thickness (inches): 
R-Value: 

B. Exterior Foam Sheathing Material:  
Thickness (inches): Brand Name: 
 R-Value: 
4. FOUNDATION WALL  
Material: 
 

Brand Name: 

Thickness (inches): R-Value: 
5. CEILING 
Batt or Blanket Type: 
 

Brand Name: 

Thickness (inches): 
 

R-Value: 

Loose Fill Type: 
 

Brand Name: 

Minimum installed weight/ ft²__________lb  Minimum Thickness (inches): 
6. ROOF 
Material: 
 

Brand Name: 

Thickness (inches): R-Value: 
     

DECLARATION: I_________________________ hereby certify that the above insulation was installed in the building at 
the above location in conformance with all applicable energy efficiency standards required by Gunnison County. 
 
Signed (Owner/Contractor) :_____________________________            Date: _____/_____/_____ 
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

EMAIL : PLANNING@GUNNISONCOUNTY.ORG 

INFORMATION SHEET: SETBACKS   
 

SETBACK REQUIREMENTS IN GUNNISON COUNTY AFFECT DISTANCES FROM PROPERTY LINES AND ROAD  RIGHTS-OF-WAY, DISTANCES FROM 

STREAMS AND OTHER WATER BODIES , DISTANCES FROM IRRIGATION DITCHES , AND DISTANCES BETWEEN ADULT -ORIENTED USES AND OTHER 

USES. THEY INCLUDE: SETBACKS FROM PROPERTY LINES AND ROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY  
 

SETBACK TYPE 
 

MINIMUM PROPERTY LINE SETBACK  
RESIDENTIAL SETBACKS  
Single family  
 

Front: 25 
Side/Rear: 15 

Townhomes, condominiums and other 
multiple family buildings 

Front: 25 feet 
Side/Rear: 15 feet 

Separate multiple-family buildings within a single project may be 
constructed a minimum of ten feet from other buildings within the 

single project. 

Zero Lot Line developments Residences may be constructed on the property line, pursuant to 
Section 13-104: C: Zero Lot Line Developments 

BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL SETBACKS  
Adjoining all other non-residential 15 feet 
Adjoining residential 50 feet 
Outdoor Vending Operation 35 feet from a residential property boundary 
INDUSTRIAL SETBACKS  
Adjoining other industrial 15 feet 
Adjoining business or commercial 100 feet 
Adjoining residential areas, agricultural 
areas or public lands 

300 feet 

SETBACKS FROM ROADS: 
When width of right-of-way is known, measurement sh all be from edge of right-of-way; when unknown, 
measurement shall be from the road center line, and  an additional 40 feet added to the requirements fo r 
setbacks from roads. 
Federal highways 40 feet 
State highways  40 feet• 

Land uses that access onto either federal or state highways shall 
comply with the Colorado Highway Access Code 

County and other public roads 40 feet 
Platted subdivision development roads 25 feet 

If compliance with setbacks from roads results in an inability to build, the applicant may request a variance, 
pursuant to the Gunnison County Land Use Resolution, Section 13-104: E: Variance from This Section. 
OTHER SETBACK REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO BUILDING PERMITS: 
Distance from irrigation ditch bank 25 feet 
Distance from water body or mudflow 25 feet measured horizontally from the ordinary high water 

mark in average hydrologic years  
Recreational Vehicle Park setbacks from property 
lines 

See Section 9-305 of the Gunnison County Land Use 
Resolution 
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  
 

Information Sheet: Workforce Housing Linkage Fee 
 
In 2006, the Gunnison County Board of Commissioners adopted a “workforce housing linkage fee” for all new 
residential, commercial and industrial construction. The fees were adopted to fund “Workforce Housing,” providing 
residences for people who earn their living in Gunnison County in professional or service capacities (i.e., health 
care service providers, waiters, janitors, teachers, small business owners, and mechanics).  
 
Gunnison County also calls workforce housing  “Essential Housing,” because these employees are essential to 
the wellbeing of the community and it is critical that the county has reasonably-priced housing available for them.  
In an economy that continues to see high real estate costs, it has become impossible for many workers to 
continue to live in and around Crested Butte and Mt. Crested Butte. Even in other parts of the county, housing 
costs are rising and housing availability for low and moderate income workers has been limited 
 
Funding this workforce housing through linkage fees is part of an overall housing program to ensure that the 
community is able to keep its service and professional employees by providing rental and homeownership 
opportunities for people who are employed in Gunnison County whose annual incomes do not exceed 120 
percent of the area median income established by the U.S. Department of Housing. The fees are deposited into 
the Gunnison County Housing Fee Fund, administered by the Gunnison County Housing Authority. 
 
What is a “Workforce Housing Linkage Fee” and why h as it been added to Building Permit fees? 
Studies conducted over the past 15 years in Gunnison County have shown that development results in new jobs, 
and those additional jobs often create the need for additional housing, including housing affordable to working 
residents (the “workforce”) who earn low or moderate incomes. The fee has been added to Building Permit fees 
because new construction creates the new jobs that create the need for new affordable housing. The fee is used 
to help produce that affordable housing. 
 
Who pays the fee? 
The fee is added to the fee collected for a Building Permit for new construction, or for an addition that is larger 
than 500 square feet, for any commercial, industrial or residential building in Gunnison County outside the City of 
Gunnison and towns of Crested Butte, Mt. Crested Butte, Marble and Pitkin. 
 
When is the fee paid? 
For most construction, the fee is paid as part of the Building Permit fee. However, the fee for residences smaller 
than 2,000 square feet that cost less than $150 per square foot to construct may be deferred and paid when a 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued when construction is completed.  A lien may be placed on the property for the 
amount of the fee and released when the fee is paid and Certificate of Occupancy issued. 
 
How much is the fee? 
Residential fees for the County are charged only on wholly new residences, or on the square footage of additions 
to existing residences. Fees are based on square footages of a building, measured as required by the building 
codes adopted by the County.   
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The fees are: 

 
RESIDENTIAL LINKAGE FEES (EFFECTIVE MARCH 5, 2008) 

 

 
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL LINKAGE FEES: 
(EFFECTIVE APRIL 15, 2008) 

 
Fees for multiple-family residences are calculated by dividing the gross square footage of the structure by the 
number of residences in it.  
 
Is anything exempt from the fee? 

 
RESIDENTIAL LINKAGE FEES FOR NEW RESIDENCES AND ADD ITIONS: 

TOTAL  SQUARE FOOTAGE OF 

RESIDENCE MITIGATION RATE UNITS 

REQUIRED 

 
FEE 

0--999 5% .005 
 

$710.50 

1,000--2,499 5% .006 
 

$852.50 

2,500--2,999 10% .014 
 

$1,988 

3,000--3,999 15% 0.027 
 

$3,835 

4,000--4,999 30% 0.065 
 

$9,232 

5,000--5,999 45% 0.118 
 

$16,759 

6,000--6,999 45% 0.145 
 

$20,594 

7,000--7,999 45% 0.178 
 

$25,280 

8,000--xxxx 45% 0.265 
 

$37,637 

·  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, if the construction costs as defined in the applicable building code  as adopted and 
amended by Gunnison County are less than $150 per square foot for these residences, the Workforce Housing Fee shall be collected when the 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued. 

Calculation for multiple-family residences:  Residential Linkage Fees for multiple-family residences shall be calculated by dividing the gross square 
footage of the multiple-family structure by the total number of units in it. 
Calculation for additions to existing residences: The Residential Linkage Fee is charged against the square footage of only the addition.  
Square footage measurement: Square footage shall be measured as required by the applicable building code adopted and amended by Gunnison 
County. 

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL LINKAGE FEES: 
JOB   

GENERATIO
N 

 PER  
1,000 SQ FT 

EMPLOYEE 
GENERATION 

PER  
1,000 SQ FT 

HOUSEHOLD 
GENERATION 

PER  
1,000 SQ FT 

UNITS REQUIRED 
PER 

1,000 SQ FT 
 

FEE  
PER  

1,000 SQ FT 

2.9 2.522 1.401 0.014  $1,990 
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Six types of structures are exempt: 

1. Homes for households earning less than 120 percent of the Area Median Income. 

2. Residences that are deed-restricted to households qualified by the Gunnison County Housing Authority (GCHA). 

3. Reconstruction of a pre-existing structure so long as the reconstruction is no more than 500 square feet larger than 
the original structure. 

4. The addition of 500 square feet or less to an existing structure. 

5. Integrated secondary residence that is deed-restricted for residents who earn less than 120 percent of the Area 
Median Income. 

6. Mobile homes, if they are deed-restricted for residents who earn less than 120 percent of the Area Median Income. 

 
How will the money be used? 
The funds will be used to buy land, install infrastructure and build new essential housing, rehabilitate and preserve 
older homes for essential housing, support for first-time homebuyer programs, provide for some administration 
expenses, and assist with financing essential housing developments for private and non-profit developers. 
 
Why should more homes, especially at affordable sal es prices or rental rates, be built?  
For many years, Gunnison County has had fewer affordable homes than needed for low and moderate income 
families. The problem is worsening because development of affordable housing is not keeping up with job growth, 
and land prices and building costs are escalating so fast that purchasing a modest home is no longer possible for 
most residents.  There is an urgent need for actual affordable housing units for sale or rent, and for land on which 
to build them. 
 
What is the Gunnison County Housing Fee Fund? 
As linkage fees are collected by the county, they are deposited into the fund, which the Gunnison County Housing 
Authority (GCHA) manages.  This is a restricted fund that can be used only for essential housing.  GCHA and its 
Advisory Board will solicit proposals from private, public, and nonprofit developers for projects that will create new 
or preserve existing essential housing, leveraging fee fund dollars with public and private investment dollars.  
Annually, the GCHA and its Advisory Board will issue reports on how much money was collected and how it was 
used. 
 
Where to go for help? 

·  For an estimate of the Workforce Housing Linkage Fee for a specific project, or for questions 
about the Essential Housing section of the Gunnison County Land Use Resolution contact the 
Gunnison County Community Development Department, (970) 641-0360, upstairs in the 
Blackstock Government Center, 221 N. Wisconsin, Ste. D in Gunnison. 

 
·  For help in determining if your household and your construction project may be exempt because 

of the level of your income, contact the Gunnison County Housing Authority, (970) 641-7983, 202 
E. Georgia, across the street from the County Courthouse in Gunnison. 

 
·  If you would like to talk with a County Commissioner about the Board’s position on the need for 

the County to be involved in a housing program in general, or about this fee in particular, contact 
the Gunnison County Administration Office, (970) 641-0248. 

 
Additional essential housing and contact information for the Community Development Department, the Housing 
Authority,  and the Administration Office  is available on the Gunnison County Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org.  
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Gunnison County, CO 

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230 

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

 
Information Sheet: EXTERIOR LIGHTING 

 
 
Gunnison County residents and visitors enjoy the dark skies of our mostly-rural landscape.  Regulations for the unincorporated areas 
of Gunnison County are included within a section of the Gunnison County Land Use Resolution and are intended to protect those 
dark skies while ensuring that property owners are able to have lighting systems that provide adequate security. The following 
section from the Resolution regulates locations, types and sizes of lighting fixtures.  
 
The attached “Is Gunnison’s Night Sky Worth Saving?” provides additional information about protecting the dark sky, and about 
types of fixtures that help accomplish that. 

SECTION 13-114: 
EXTERIOR LIGHTING 

 

A. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Section is to provide standards for exterior lighting that assure the safety, utility and 
security appropriate to development and that prevent night lighting that adversely impacts adjacent properties and 
neighborhoods or unduly illuminates the night sky enjoyed by residents and visitors of Gunnison County. A 
secondary purpose is to avoid exterior night lighting that distracts and interferes with safe, quick and accurate vision 
of drivers and pedestrians. (Illustrations in this Section are courtesy of Dark Sky, International, and the New England 
Light Pollution Advisory Group (NELPAG).) 

B. APPLICABILITY.  
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1. GENERAL. Except as otherwise exempted by this Section, the requirements of this Section shall apply to all 
land uses in Gunnison County, subject to Section 1-106: Partially Exempted Land Use Changes, and Section 
1-108: Nonconforming Uses.  

2. EXEMPTIONS. The following uses are exempted from the requirements and review standards of this Section: 

a. AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS . Exterior lighting whose primary purpose is essential to the efficient 
functioning or security of an agricultural operation shall be exempted from the standards of this Section, 
though agricultural operations are encouraged to comply.  

b. FEDERAL, STATE AND COUNTY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.  Federal, state and County 
construction projects, during the course of construction. 

c. SPECIAL EVENTS.  Lighting that 
is temporarily installed or 
operated as part of a special 
event, pursuant to Section 9-501: 
Special Events. 

d. EMERGENCY LIGHTING. 
Lighting fixtures used temporarily 
for emergency purposes. 

e. SPECIALIZED LIGHTING.  
Lighting necessary for public 
safety, such as runway lighting of 
airports, and traffic control 
signals. 

C. NONCONFORMING FIXTURES. Fixtures 
that were nonconforming as of July 1, 2004, 
shall be replaced when: 

1. LIGHT IS DAMAGED BEYOND 
REPAIR. When the light fixture is 
damaged beyond repair and must be 
replaced, it shall comply with the 
standards of this Section. 

2. STRUCTURE IS EXPANDED OR 
REPLACED. When a structure is 
replaced, or expanded by 50 percent or 
more of square footage as calculated by 
the applicable building code adopted by 
Gunnison County, all light fixtures shall be 
replaced and shall comply with the 
standards of this Section. 

D. STANDARDS. Exterior lighting shall meet the 
following standards:  

1. EXTERIOR LIGHTING FIXTURES 
SHALL BE FULL CUTOFF/FULLY-
SHIELDED, SHIELDED BY ROOF 
ELEMENT OR EFFECTIVELY RECESSED. Except as otherwise restricted in this Section, all exterior lighting 
fixtures, including those used to illuminate roadways, parking lots, walkways and buildings, used for residential, 
commercial, or industrial purposes shall be of the full cutoff/fully-shielded type or be shielded by a roof element 
so that there is the effect of a full cutoff/ fully-shielded light fixture.  All fixtures that are installed in recessed  
locations shall maintain this full-cutoff/fully-shielded characteristic. 

2. EXTERIOR LIGHTING LIMITED TO FUNCTIONAL USES.  Exterior lighting shall be limited to functional 
applications such as illumination of doorways, garage doors, decks, terraced levels, walkways or hot tubs and 
recreational areas when in use.  

3. MOTION SENSOR LIGHTS ALLOWED FOR COMMERCIAL, IND USTRIAL OR RESIDENTIAL ACCESS 
FOR SECURITY PURPOSES. A maximum of two motion sensor fixtures is allowed as reasonably required to 

Figure 9: Prohibited and Allowed Fixtures Related t o 
Shielding 

 

Exterior lighting fixtures that are not fully cut-o ff, or fully-
shielded by a roof element are prohibited. 

 

Only those exterior lighting fixtures that are full y cut-off, fully 
shielded, or are shielded by a roof element are all owed. 

Illustrations courtesy International Dark Sky Association. 
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provide lighting for access security. These are permitted where the sensor will be triggered by activity only within 
the owner’s property lines. 

4. FLOOD LIGHTING LIMITED.  Floodlighting is only permitted when it is down-directed (45 degrees or less from 
vertical as illustrated in Figure 10: Examples of Floodlighting) so that the light source is not visible from 
adjacent and/or neighboring properties, and shall be full cutoff/fully shielded. Ground-mounted floodlighting of a 
structure is prohibited.  

5. HEIGHT LIMITATION FOR POLE-MOUNTED FIXTURES. Pole-mounted fixtures (as measured from grade to 
the bottom face of a fixture) shall be no higher than 35 feet and the fixture shall be a full cutoff/fully shielded, 
non-adjustable and directed down. 

6. ILLUMINATION OF BUILDING FAÇADE AND LANDSCAPING PROHIBITED. Lights that are used for the 
primary purpose of illuminating a building façade or landscaping are prohibited except for illuminating a building 
entrance, or for other purposes required by the National Electrical Code.  

7. BLINKING, FLASHING AND LIGHTS OF CHANGING INTENS ITY PROHIBITED. Blinking, flashing or exterior 
lights that change in intensity are prohibited, except for temporary holiday displays, traffic control devices 
authorized by a federal, state or local government, or lights required by regulations of the Federal Aviation 
Administration for air traffic control and warning purposes.  

8. INTERFERENCE WITH SAFE MOVEMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES PROHIBITED. No exterior lighting shall 
be installed or used in any way that interferes with the safe movement of motor vehicles. The following are 
prohibited:  

a. LIGHTING NOT DESIGNED FOR ROADWAY OR PEDESTRIAN WAY. Any exterior lighting not 
designed for roadway or pedestrian way illumination that produces incident or reflected light that could 
be disturbing to the operator of a motor vehicle; and  

b. LIGHTING THAT MAY BE CONFUSED WITH TRAFFIC CONTR OL DEVICES. Any exterior lighting 
that may be confused with, or may be construed to be a traffic control device, except as authorized by a 
state, federal or local government.  

9. MERCURY VAPOR LIGHT FIXTURES. Installation of new mercury vapor light fixtures is prohibited, and 
replacement of mercury vapor light fixtures existing as of July 1, 2004 with fixtures that comply with the 
standards of this Section is encouraged. 

10. TEMPORARY HOLIDAY DISPLAYS.  Winter holiday lighting shall be allowed between November 15 and 
March 30. All other lighting associated with any national, local or religious holiday or celebration shall be allowed 
two weeks before the holiday, and extinguished within two weeks after the holiday. A waiver from these time 
restrictions may be requested from the Board, which may elect to conduct a public hearing on the request 
before making its decision. The applicant shall be billed and shall be responsible for paying for he actual cost of 
publication of all applicable public hearing notices as required pursuant to Section 3-112:  Notice of Public 
Hearing.  
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FIGURE 10: EXAMPLES OF FLOODLIGHTING  

 
Standard floodlighting, above, is not allowed; all permitted floodlighting is required to be down-directed (45 
degrees or less from vertical as illustrated below) so that the light source is not visible from adjacent and/or 
neighboring properties, and shall be full cutoff/fully shielded 
 

 

E. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS.  Applications for Building Permits and other Land Use Change Permits shall submit 
information about exterior lighting as follows:  

1. APPLICATIONS FOR BUILDING PERMITS AND OTHER ADMI NISTRATIVE REVIEW PROJECTS. 
Activities and uses that are classified as Administrative Review projects pursuant to Article 4: Administrative 
Review Projects That Do Not Require Land Use Change Permits, including projects that require only a 
Building Permit, and Article 5: Administrative Review Projects That Require Land Use Change Permits,  
when such projects involve uses that reasonably would include lighting shall include:  

a. LOCATIONS OF LIGHTING FIXTURES.  The locations of exterior lights on the building(s) and/or other 
activity or use on the property for which the application is submitted. 

b. DESCRIPTION OF TYPES OF LIGHTING FIXTURES. Description(s) of the lighting fixtures, 
demonstrating how lighting fixtures will comply with this Section. 

2. MINOR AND MAJOR IMPACT PROJECTS . Each application for a Land Use Change Permit classified as a 

Minor or Major Impact project pursuant to Article 6: Minor Impact Projects and Article 7: Major Impact Projects 
shall submit a plan for exterior lighting as follows: 

a. MINOR IMPACT PROJECTS. When a proposed land use change is classified as a Minor Impact 
project, its application shall include a proposed plan for exterior lighting when any of the following is 
proposed as part of the development: 

1. RESIDENTIAL USES. Residential development.  
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2. NON-RESIDENTIAL USES. Non-residential uses intended to serve people or otherwise operate 
during non-daylight hours. Flat glass lens, eliminates or minimizes direct glare, has no upward 
throw of light.  

3. MIXED USES. A development that mixes residential and non-residential uses. 

b. MAJOR IMPACT PROJECTS.  Any proposed Land Use Change Permit application that is classified as 
a Major Impact project shall include an exterior lighting plan.  

c. ELEMENTS OF EXTERIOR LIGHTING PLAN.  The following elements shall be included within an 
exterior lighting plan: 

1. COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS OF APPLICABLE ELECT RICAL PROVIDER. The 
exterior lighting plan shall be designed pursuant to the requirements of the electric association or 
municipality that will serve the development. The standards in the IES Lighting Handbook may 
also be used as guidelines. The plan shall address the following: 

2. LOCATION AND TYPE.  The locations of exterior lights within the development, and the type of 
lighting devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other devices;  

3. DESCRIPTION. A description of the lighting devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and 
other devices; the description may include photographs or illustrations by manufacturers; and  

4. METHOD OF SHIELDING. Photographs or other illustrations by manufacturers of the fixtures 
demonstrating how lighting fixtures will be shielded to comply with this Section. 
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GUNNISON COUNTY, CO 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
221 N. WISCONSIN ST. STE. D, GUNNISON, CO 81230 

PHONE: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
WEBSITE: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

EMAIL: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

 
BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: _________/________/_________  

 
OWNER: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE: 
HOME:____________________ 

 
WORK:_______________
_______ 

 
CELL:______________________  

 
E-MAIL:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING SITE AND/OR EXISTING ADDRESS (IF THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN A 
SUBDIVISION, INCLUDE LOT AND BLK): 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONTRACTOR: _________________________________________ 

 
PHONE: ___________________ 

 
WHO IS SUBMITTING PLANS? OWNER: _________________ C ONTRACTOR: _______________ 
 
WHO DO WE CONTACT WHEN THE BUILDING PERMIT IS READY  TO BE PICKED UP?   
Owner: _________________ Contractor: _______________ 
 
WHAT TYPE OF BUILDING PERMIT ARE YOU REQUESTING ? 
 
_____ SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 
 
_____ SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE WITH GARAGE  ATTACHED  ______  DETACHED_______ 
_____ GARAGE ATTACHED____ DETACHED_____ 
_____ FOUNDATION  
_____ FOUNDATION FOR MANUFACTURED HOME   
_____ ADDITION TO EXISTING SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 
_____ BARN  
_____ POLE BARN 
_____ OTHER TYPE. PLEASE DESCRIBE _________________________________________________________ 
 

 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MUST BE INCLUDED IN TWO C OMPLETE SETS OF BUILDING 
PLANS: 
 
1. FOUNDATION PLAN . Foundation Plan, stamped by a professional engineer, licensed in the State 

of Colorado.  
2. FLOOR PLAN.  Complete floor plan to scale with square footage. 
3. ELEVATION PLAN. Show finished grade and all sides of the structure. 
4. FRAMING PLAN/CROSS SECTION: Framing Plan/Cross S ection : Trusses, Insulation 

components, and complex roof/framing designs must be stamped by a professional engineer 
licensed in the State of Colorado.  
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5. EXTERIOR LIGHTING: Indicate location and type of all lighting fixtures, on plans or in a separate 
description. 

 
THE FOLLOWING MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THE APPLICATIO N: 

····  SITE PLANS.  Three complete Site Plans, as described in “Steps to Obtain a Building Permit in the 
Unincorporated Area of Gunnison County” in your Building Packet. 

····  WARRANTY DEED.  A copy of the recorded Warranty Deed is required for proof of ownership.  
This may be obtained from the Clerk and Recorder’s Office, first floor of the Blackstock 
Government Center. 

····  INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM (ISDS) . If your building is going to be served by 
an individual sewage disposal system, have you obtained an ISDS Permit?  ___________ If 
yes, list the Permit #______________________. If not, have you applied for it?  
__________________ 

····  ENERGY AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION WORKSHEET.  
····  ENERGY CODE COMPLIANCE stamped by a professional engineer, licensed in the State of 

Colorado. 
····  LETTER OF OWNER’S CONSENT.  If applicable, a letter from the property owner 

acknowledging a person other than the owner may apply for permits. 
····  FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND ELEVATION CERTIF ICATE (IF LOCATED IN 

OR NEAR A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN).  If your building site is in or near a floodplain, an 
Elevation Certificate must be completed and submitted by a professional engineer licensed in 
the State of Colorado.  

····  HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION APPROVAL.  If you are in a subdivision that has a 
homeowner’s association, the association’s approval must be attached to your plans. 

····  TAP FEES. If your building site is to be served by a district or municipal or private central 
wastewater treatment system or water supply system, you must submit your receipt of payment 
of the required tap fees must be submitted before the County Building Permit is issued. Have 
the fees been paid?  _______ 

��� �  DRIVEWAY ACCESS PERMIT and RECLAMATION PERMIT, or WAIVER OF PERMIT - 
Gunnison County Public Works Department.   You must go to the Public Works Department. 
The Public Works Department requires that you go to their office (811 Rio Grande Ave. adjacent to 
the Airport in Gunnison) and fill out the Access and Reclamation Permit applications.  Have you 
completed this process?    _______ 

 
 

SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR CONTRACTOR: ______________________________      
 

DATE: _____/_____/_____   
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  AND AGREEMENT TO COMPLY WITH 
EXTERIOR LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 

 
I have read the following Section 13-114: Exterior Lighting of  the Gunnison County Land Use 
Resolution. I agree to comply with these standards and realize that exterior lights that are installed are 
subject to inspection by Gunnison County. 
 

SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR CONTRACTOR 
______________________________________________ 

 
 
Please be advised the issuance of a Building Permit  is estimated to take between two and three 

weeks and that the Building Office may require addi tional information. 
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  
Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 

Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org /planning.html 
Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

 

 
 
 

 
GUNNISON COUNTY, CO BUILDING OFFICE 

AGREEMENT AND CONSENT OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR  
REPRESENTATION BY CONTRACTOR OR OTHER PERSON DURING  THE BUILDING 

PERMIT AND CONSTRUCTION PROCESS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I/We, _______________________________________________________(Owner(s) of the described 
property), hereby authorize_______________________________________________ as our 
contractor/contact person to apply for all necessary permits, to provide all required information on our 
behalf relating to the construction project located at the following location      (legal 
description of parcel), and to be the primary person to be contacted as necessary by the Community 
Development Department : 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
.    
       

____________________________________ 
Signature of Owner 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Signature of Owner 

 
 

DATE:_____/_____/_____ 

 
Building Permit No.: ________________ 

[For Office Use] 
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

ENERGY AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION WORKSHEET 
 

Date:_____/_____/_____ 
Land Use Change Permit No.: 

________________ 
Building Permit No.: ________________ 

[For Office Use] 
 

 
NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER:  
 
ADDRESS: 
 
PHONE:  

 
EMAIL ADDRESS:  

 
BUILDER: 
ADDRESS: 
 
 
PHONE: 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:   

 
HOUSE SQUARE FOOTAGE:  
 
NEW RESIDENCES OF 800 TO 2,500 SQ. FT. MUST EARN 50 POINTS.  An additional point must be earned for 
every 100 sq. ft. or fraction thereof over 2,500 sq. ft. 

 
ADDITIONS OF 500 TO 1,000 SQ. FT. MUST EARN AT LEAS T 25 POINTS. These points may be found in the 
addition and efficiency upgrades in the existing structure. An additional point must be earned for every 100 sq. ft. or 
fraction thereof over 1000 sq. ft. 
 
MAXIMUM POINTS REQUIRED: No project has to earn more than 105 points, regardless of size. 
 
DOCUMENTATION. The county may require documentation to verify any of the measures below, including 
manufacturer performance data, MSDS sheets. Measures may also be verified by site visits by the building inspector. 

 
 

 
 

ID # 

 
 

MEASURE 

 
 

PTS 

 
INITIAL OF 

CONTRACTOR 
OR OWNER 

 
 

DESCRIPTION/DEFINITION 

 

LAND USE POINTS 

L1 Enhanced solar 
orientation and access 

5 

 Building should have generally unobstructed solar 
access w/ the long axis of the structure oriented 
East-West.  Glazing should be mostly on the South 
and East for solar gain.  

L2 Construction debris 
recycled 

5 
 Lumber cutoffs to be recycled on site for blocking, 

backing, etc. wherever practical. Unused debris 
(cardboard, remodel removals, etc.) shall be 
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organized for recycling by others. 

L3 Recycled deck material 2 

 Manufactured decking containing a significant 
percentage of pre- or post-consumer waste or 
recycled materials. It should be a low-maintenance 
product with a projected life span offsetting initial 
costs. 

L4 Xeriscape 3 

 The implementation of water-conserving 
landscaping principles including the following: 

 Grouping plantings w/ similar water & climatic 
requirements in the same irrigation zones. 

 Limiting water-intensive turf & plants to high use 
areas truly justifying them. 

 Maximizing the use of dry-climate & native grass 
and plantings. 

 Use of temporary mulches. 

L5 Drip or other efficient 
irrigation system  

3 
 Used for gardens and all major planting groups 

requiring extensive or frequent watering. These 
points may be separate or in addition to L4 points. 

Land use  
Subtotal   

SOLAR ENERGY POINTS 

S1 Passive or active solar 
space heating 10 

 Solar space heating includes south-facing glass 
(approximately 10-12 percent of floor area) or solar 
collectors for solar gain, some type of medium 
(concrete slab, water, etc.) for heat storage, and 
distribution/control strategies such as convection, 
fans, or pumps. Any combination of active or 
passive systems is worth 10 points.  

S2 Super solar bonus 10 

 To qualify for this bonus (in addition to points for S1 
above), the house must use less than 15 btu per 
gross square foot per year for space heating fuel 
consumption (not including domestic hot water) as 
computed using the Energy-10 building simulation 
software.  

S3 No air conditioning 2   

S4 Solar domestic hot water 
system 

8 
 The most common application uses a solar water 

heating panel to transfer heat to the domestic hot 
water system.  

S5 Active solar pre-plumbing, 
pre-ducting, pre-wiring 

1 
 Wiring or pre-plumbing the house for future use of 

active solar hot water, solar air heating, 
photovoltaic, or other active solar systems 

S6 Solar electricity on site 
5/ 

KW 

 Five (5) points for each kilowatt (peak rating) of off-
grid or grid-tied photovoltaic, wind generated, or 
other renewable power generated on-site.  There is 
no maximum for size or points earned.  

 Solar Energy  
Subtotal   

STRUCTURE POINTS 

ST1 Floor built with 
engineered joists 2 

 Floor systems framed primarily w/ composite 
members manufactured with glue & wood products 
& by-products not otherwise suitable for use as 
structural members. Incidental use of some 
conventional wood products in the floor system is 
allowed. 

ST2 Floor sheathing OSB or 
recycled 

2 

 Oriented Strand Board, wafer board, flake board or 
other composite sheathing panels manufactured 
with glue and wood or other reclaimed materials not 
otherwise suitable for use as floor sheathing. 
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Plywood is not included in this definition. 

ST4 Wall sheathing OSB or 
recycled 2 

 Oriented Strand Board, wafer board, flake board or 
other composite sheathing panels (Celotex, etc) 
manufactured with glue and wood or other 
reclaimed materials not otherwise suitable for use 
as wall sheathing. Plywood is not included in this 
definition but may be used for up to 10% of the 
exterior sheathing surface for structural bracing. 
Rigid foam insulation is not included in this def. 

ST5 Wall exterior finish 
reclaimed material 

2 

 Exterior siding manufactured with reclaimed 
materials not otherwise suitable for siding. Such 
siding should offer maintenance or lifecycle 
advantages to conventional wood siding. This 
definition shall include metal siding and reclaimed 
wood. 

ST6 Less than 20% solid wood 
exterior finish 2 

 Less than 20% of the exterior building surface is 
covered in solid wood. Exterior building surface is 
defined to include walls, soffits, fascia, but not roof 
surface, door & window openings, or decks, 
columns or patios. 

ST7 Recycled-content fascia, 
soffit, and trim 

2 

 Manufactured with reclaimed materials not 
otherwise suitable for trim. Such material should 
offer maintenance or lifecycle advantages to 
conventional wood. This definition shall include 
metal products. Incidental use of wood as minor 
elements is allowed. 

ST8 Roof structure engineered 
or recycled material 

3 

 75% of roof area framed primarily w/ composite 
members manufactured with glue & wood products 
& by-products not otherwise suitable for use as 
structural members. Incidental use of some 
conventional wood products in the roof system is 
allowed. Load-bearing trusses, wood or otherwise, 
exposed or concealed, are allowed. Reclaimed 
lumber, glulams, and structural insulated panels are 
allowed.  

ST9 Roof sheathing OSB or 
recycled  2 

 Oriented Strand Board, wafer board, flake board or 
other composite sheathing panels mfr’d with glue 
and wood or other reclaimed materials not 
otherwise suitable for use as roof sheathing. 
Plywood is not included in this definition. 

ST10 Roof finish material 
recycled or reclaimed 

2 

 Metal roofing systems, asphalt or composite 
shingles using recycled paper base and reclaimed 
surface aggregate. Other roofing materials w/ 
documentation of more than 50% reclaimed 
composition. 

ST11 Air infiltration rate less 
than 0.45 ACH 

3 

 A blower door test must be used to verify air 
infiltration rate. Test can be performed just after 
insulating to allow additional work to meet the 
standard if necessary. Care should be taken to 
prevent later work from degrading performance.  

ST12 High fly-ash concrete 2  Follow ACI specifications as necessary. 

ST13 
Vapor-permeable 
infiltration barrier 
(housewrap) 

2 
 House wraps w/ documentation of vapor-

permeability. Should cover all walls enclosing 
heated space. 

ST14 Alternative building 
systems 

10 

 This shall include building systems which are 
primarily, although not exclusively, based on 
assemblies other than conventional stick built wood 
framing. Such systems shall include SIPs (structural 
insulating panels), straw bale, rammed earth, 
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adobe,  or unconventional materials or applications  
used in an environmentally sensitive way. Steel 
structural members or metal stud systems are not 
included.  

Structure  
Subtotal   

PLUMBING POINTS 

P1 Tankless on-demand 
hot water heater 

2 
 Tankless water heaters eliminate standby losses. 

They are especially appropriate for residences with 
intermittent occupancy.  

P2 Hot water pipes 
insulated to R-4 min. 

1 
 All hot water pipes insulated with pipe insulation 

rated R-4 or higher. 

P3 Hot water accelerator 
pump 

3 
 Hot water circulating pump which operates on 

demand only. 

Plumbing  
Subtotal   

ELECTRICAL POINTS  

E1 Compact or linear 
fluorescent lamps (50%) 

3  Fluorescent lamps or bulbs in at least half of the 
building’s light fixtures. 

E2 Energy-efficient 
appliances 

3  Refrigerator, dishwasher, washer/dryer all with an 
energy efficient rating such as Energy Star. 

E3 Permanent clothesline 1  A clothesline permanently affixed. 
 

E4 Green power purchase for 
75% of consumption 

2 
 Purchase two blocks of 100kWh each to earn 1 

point, or four blocks to earn 2 points (maximum 
points allowed).     

Electrical  
Subtotal  

 
 

INSULATION POINTS 

I1 R-24+ wall insulation 3  Equivalent of R-19 in framing cavities and 1” of 
exterior foam sheathing. 

I2 Earth berming 3 
 50% of the wall of the first story above the 

foundation is covered by earth and insulated on the 
outside to R-20 or greater. 

I3 
All exterior doors 
insulated or airlocked, 
including garage doors 

3 

 All exterior doors must be insulated and gasketed 
or airlocked to retard air infiltration.  This includes 
garage doors (minimum R-8) if the garage is 
heated. Adjustable thresholds are recommended.  

I4 Expanding foam 
infiltration package 

5 

 Expanding foam seal all exterior foundation, wall, 
and ceiling/roof penetration made for plumbing 
electrical, and other utilities.  Minimally expanding 
foam must be used around window and doorjambs 
as to not deflect the jambs and impair operation. 

I5 Crawl space venting 2 
 Options to use power venting with humidistat or 

thermostatically controlled foundation vents.   Both 
systems would require 6 mil vapor diffusion retarder  

I6 
R-10+ stem wall outside 
stem wall or slab, or R-
19+ inside stem wall 

1 
 Equivalent to 2” rigid foam on exterior or R-19 

draped stem walls on the interior.  

I7 R-20+ outside stem wall 
or slab 2  Equivalent to 4” rigid foam on the exterior or use 

foam foundation forms. 

I8 

Additions only: Add 
maximum cavity 
insulation to existing 
foundation, walls, ceilings, 
and roof, or add exterior 
rigid insulation 

7 

 Must be R-20 for insulation added to the exterior of 
the existing foundation wall.  Caution should be 
taken to not overfill attic and rafter cavities that 
would impede air flow above the insulation and 
removal of moisture from these areas. 
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I9 Wet-spray insulation in 
roof 3 

 Wet-spray insulation can be foam, cellulose, rock 
wool or fiberglass.  Caution should be exercised to 
allow adequate drying of the wet-spray insulation 
before interior sheathing is applied to prevent 
mildew and mold formation. 

I10 Wet-spray insulation in 
walls 

5   
Same as I9. 

I11 R-38 min. roof insulation 3   

I12 R-30 @ wall-roof junction 2  Use raised-heel trusses, deep joists, or other 
means to avoid a cold spot at the wall-roof junction. 

I13 Wall insulation 50% 
recycled content  

2  Could be 50% recycled content fiberglass, cotton, 
straw or cellulose insulation. 

I14 Roof insulation recycled 2   
Same as I13. 

I15 Low-e glazing  2   

I16 Super glazing (total unit 
U-0.35 or lower) 3 

 Window manufacturer’s data must be presented to 
the building department to prove the widow U value 
performance. May be combined with I15. 

I17 

Additions only: replace 
single-pane windows with 
double-pane or add storm 
windows 

3 

 Replace existing single glazed windows with thermo 
pane windows or add storm windows to existing 
single glazed windows. 

I17 
Additions only: Replace 
single-pane windows with 
Low-e windows 

5 
 Replace existing single or double glazed windows 

with Low E coated thermo pane windows. 

I19 Insulated curtains 1  Must be properly installed to increase window 
performance. 

Insulation  
Subtotal  

 
 

HVAC POINTS 

H1 

Additions only: convert 
existing electric 
resistance heat to gas, or 
GSHP 

7 

 May convert electric baseboard heaters or electric 
boiler to gas boiler or furnace or electric GSHP. All 
heating must be converted. 

H2 

Additions only: convert 
existing electric 
resistance water heat to 
gas, solar, or GSHP 

4 

 
Replace electric water heater with gas  or electric 
GSHP water heater.  

H3 
Sealed combustion gas 
furnace/boiler/water 
heater 

5 

 Sealed combustion means that  outdoor 
combustion air is ducted directly to the burner 
rather  than burning room air. All heating appliances 
must be sealed-combustion to qualify. 

H4 HEPA filter on furnace 2  HEPA  filters capture more indoor pollutants than 
standard filters. May be combined with H1 or H3. 

H5 Furnace 90%+ efficiency 5  Efficiency must be per manufacturer’s ratings. May 
be combined with H1 or H3. 

H6 Boiler 94%+ efficiency 5  Efficiency must be per manufacturer’s ratings. May 
be combined with H1 or H3. 

 

H8 Air-to-air heat exchanger 8 
 Air-to-air heat exchangers, also called heat-

recovery ventilators, provide fresh outside air while 
reclaiming heat from exhaust air.  

 

H10 Automatic setback 
thermostats 3 

 Setback thermostats turn down the heat at night 
and are fully programmable. They are available at 
most home improvement stores.  

H11 Whole-house exhaust fan 2  A whole-house exhaust fan is a simple and effective 
way to provide cooling by drawing night air through 
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your house.  

H12 Air destratification system 1  High ceilings accumulate warm air. A ceiling fan or 
ducted air system can redistribute this heat.  

H13 Ground-source heat 
pump 

5 

 A ground-source heat pump (GSHP) is an electric 
device that pumps heat from the ground into your 
house. It is 3 to 4 times more efficient than electric 
resistance heat.  

HVAC  
Subtotal  

 
 

INDOOR AIR QUALITY POINTS  

AQ1 Low-VOC interior paint 2  Less than 150g VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) 
per liter 

AQ2 Zero-VOC interior paint 4  0 grams VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) per 
liter 

AQ3 Low-VOC exterior stain or 
paint 2  Less than 168g VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) 

per Liter 

AQ4 Non-VOC exterior latex 
stain 

4  0 grams VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) per 
liter 

AQ5 
Low-VOC water-based 
interior wood and floor 
finishes 

2 
 Less than 168g VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) 

per Liter 

AQ6 Solvent-free low-VOC 
construction adhesives 

2  Less than 5.1 grams VOC (Volatile Organic 
Compounds)  per liter 

AQ7 All sheathing 
formaldehyde-free 5  Most OSB (oriented strand board) has 

formaldehyde–free glues. 

AQ8 Formaldehyde-free roof 
insulation 

3  Some fiberglass is formaldehyde-free, and straw, 
cotton, etc.  

AQ9 Formaldehyde-free 
insulation in walls 

3  Some fiberglass is formaldehyde-free, and straw, 
cellulose, cotton.  

AQ10 Rough-in for radon 
mitigation 

2  Pipe to exterior and 6 mil reinforced vapor diffusion 
retarder glued to stem wall footer or under slab. 

AQ11 Radon test 5  One in living and one in crawl space or basement. 

AQ12 Carbon monoxide 
detector 

3   

AQ13 Exhaust fan in attached 
garage 

2  Fan can help eliminate exhaust fumes. Timer 
operation will save energy. 

AQ14 Non-toxic carpet adhesive 1  0 VOC’s  

AQ15 Low-toxicity carpeting and 
pad 

2  Present documentation showing material contents.  

AQ16 
Cabinets and counter top 
formaldehyde-free MDF 
or particle board 

2 
 May also seal toxic MDF with non-toxic sealer on all 

sides. 
 

 

AQ17 
Bathroom exhaust fans 
with humidistats or light 
switch control 

4 
 

This measure reduces runtime of exhaust fans. 

AQ18 Recycled or sustainable 
content flooring 

4 

 Recycled content carpeting, wool carpet, Tree Farm 
wood, cork, porcelain tile, bamboo, recycled tile, 
local stone or brick, reclaimed wood, natural 
linoleum, concrete with high fly ash, adobe. A 
majority of the floor must be covered with these 
materials be used to qualify.  

Air Quality  
Subtotal  

 

TOTAL OVERALL POINTS  
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Gunnison County, CO  

Community Development Department 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230  

Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org/planning.html  

Email: planning@gunnisoncounty.org  

 
WOODSTOVE IDENTIFICATION 

 
PARCEL NO.:  
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY : 
 
 
STREET ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 
 
 
NAME OF OWNER OF PROPERTY:  
 
LIST ALL  DEVICES THAT ARE/WILL BE ON THE PARCEL (INCLUDE DEVICES IN GARAGES, SHOPS, 
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, ETC.) BY TYPE OF BUILDING: 
 
_____ SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL _____ MULTI-FAMILY 

RESIDENTIAL 
 _____ DUPLEX 

_____ SLEEPING QUARTERS   _____ 
GARAGE/WORKSHOP 

 _____ COMMERCIAL 
 

_____ OTHER_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*If you do not know this information you may contact the Gunnison County Assessor’s Office at 970-641-1085. This 
Woodstove Identification will not be accepted without correct parcel number and legal description. 

 
 

TYPE OF DEVICE 
 

ROOM IN WHICH DEVICE 
IS LOCATED 

 
EXISTING 
DEVICE 

 
NEW 

DEVICE 

 
MAKE & MODEL NO. OF 

DEVICE 
EPA CERTIFIED SOLID 
FUEL BURNING DEVICE 

    

RUMFORD-STYLE 
FIREPLACE 

    

GAS LOG FIREPLACE 
(MEETS ALL CODES 
FOR BURNING WOOD, 
BUT IS USED W/ GAS 
LOGS.  NOT ALLOWED 
IN SLEEPING ROOMS.) 

    

GAS FIREPLACE 
APPLIANCE 

    

 
If any devices are being removed, please describe (i.e. “old woodstove removed from living room”). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
 
SIGNED: __________________________________________________________       DATE: _____/_____/_____ 

     (Owner or Contractor) 


