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l TEMPERATURE NORMALS (Degrees Fahrenhait)
No. Station Name Element JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC ANNUAL
002 AKRCN 4 E MAX 38.2 43,9 51.7|60.4 70.0 81.8|88.7 86.8 78,1 65.6 49.2 40.4 62.9
MEAN 25.1 230.5 37.8| 46.0 55.9 6.4} 72,7 70.9 61.%]4%.6 135.5 27.1 48.3
MIN 11.% 17.1 23.8|31.6 41i.7 51.0})56.7 55.0 45.7) 33.5 21.7 13.7 33.6
003 AKRON 1 N MARX 38.3 43,8 51.7|60.2 69.9 81.8|8B.0 B6.5 77.3)€64.9 48.8 40.1 £2.6
MEAN 27.1 32,2 39.0|47.r 57.0 67.8|73.7 72.3 63.1(51.0 36.7 28.7 49.6
MIN 15.8 20.6 26.2|34.0 44.1 53.7}59.3 58.0 48.5(37.0 24.8 17.3 36.6
004 ALAMOSA BERGMAN FIELD MAX 33.1 40.2 49.6 | 58.7 &8.3 78.4|81.7 78.9 72.5(61.7 45.7 34.8 58.6
MEAN 14.7 22.5 32.7|40.B 50.4 59.4{564.1 62.1 54.5]42.8 28.4 17.1 40.8
MIN -3.7 4.7 15.8 ] 22.B 32.4 40.4|46.4 45.2 36.5]23.9 11.1 -0.7 22,9
005 ALTENBERN MAX 36.8 42,8 52.9|e62.0 71.7 83.3|88.8 B5.9 77.4)65.0 48.4 37.5 62.6
MEAN 23.3 30.0 38.7|45.8B 54.5 63.2[69.3 67.4 59.3}48.3 34.83 24.9 46.6

' MIN 10.7 17.2 24.4128.5 37.2 43.1149.8 48.8 41.1)31.5 21.1 12.2 30.86

007 ANTERO RESERVOIR MAX 32.3 35.6 41.5|48.0 58.8 70.0(75.4 73.1 66.6 (55,9 41.90 32.6 52.6
MEAN 14.6 17,4 26.3)33.2 43.3 52.3|57.8 56.1 48.8]37.6 24.4 15.0 15.6

MIN -3.1 -0,8 11.0|18.4 27.8 34.5)]40.1 3%.1 31,0|19.3 7.7 =207 18.5

l 008 ASPEN 1 SW MAX /34-- 3.3 44.6 | 51.0 61.3 72.1 (’éﬂ)?s.‘i 68.5} 57.7 42.%5 34.8 54.8
MEAN d 20, 25.1 31.7}37.9 47.4 5&6.4 60.5 53.6] 43.4 2%.8 21.7 40.8

MIN .4 11,2 18.8|24.8 33.5 40.6(46.2 45.6 38.6|29.1 17.0 B.6 26.8

Q009 BAILEY MAX 37.8 41.3 46.3|52.5 1.8 73.1|77.7 75.6 6B.9| 58.8 45.0 37.9 56.4
MEAN 22.7 24,8 31.6|37.6 46.3 55.4|60.5 58.9 51.5]|41.4 30.2 23.3 40.4

MIN 7.6 10.3 16.9|22.7 30.8 37.6[143.3 42.2 34.1|24.0 15.3 8.8 24.5

010 BERTHOUD PASS MAX 21.8 25.2 3:1.0f36.9 45.7 55.4|61.4 60.3 53.11]42.4 29.7 23.4 40.5
MEAN 12.1 14.4 19.3 | 25.6 34.6 44.2{50.2 4%.6 42.4|31.8 19.6 13.3 29.8

MIN 2.4 3.4 7.6 14.2 23.5 33.0|38.9 38.8 3l.6) 21.1 9.5 3.2 15.9

011 BLANCA MAX 34,2 40.2 48.5|87.0 66.5 77.2|81.1 78.8 72.3{6l.6 46.3 35.8 58.3
MEAN 17.9 24.7 33.8l41.5 50.6 €0.0)64.7 2.6 55.0)43.3 30.1 12.%6 42.0

MIN 1.5 9.2 19.0[ 25.9 34,7 42.8|48.2 46.4 37.7}26.2 13.8 3.4 25.7

012 BLUE MESA LAKE MAX 27.4 31,9 42.7|54.9 65.9 76.9{82.4 8D.6& 7T2.8([61.1 42.8 30.0 55.8
MEAN 13.6 17.7 29.6|40.1 49.2 58.8|64.8 63.6 55.8(44.8 30.8 17.4 40.5

MIN -0.3 3.5 16.5|25.2 32.9 40.6[47.2 46.6 38.7]28.4 17.7 4.8 25.2

014 BONNY DAM 2 NE MAX 40.0 46.1 54.1)|63.6 72.6 83.7|B9.2 86.9 77.9|66.2 50.3 4l1.7 €4.,4
MEAN 26.9 32,3 39.4(48.3 58B.1 8.6 74.2 7T2.2 62.9|50,7 37.1 25.0 50.0

MIN 13,7 1B.5 24.6 ] 33.0 43.6 53.5]|59.2 57,5 47.9)35.1 23.9 16.2 35.6

015 BOULDER MAX 45.7 49.1 55.8|s82.7 71.7 82.2|87.2 B5.0 77.4(66.7 52.6 46.1 65.2
MEAN 32.5 35.8 41.8| 48.3 56.9 66.4171.4 70.0 62.1]|51.% 239.7 33.4 50.9

MIN 19.2 22.5 27.7133.9 42,0 50.5|55.9 55.0 46.8|37.1 26.8 20.85 36.5

018 BRIGGSDALE MAX 40.8 46,6 54.4 | 63.2 72.5 B3.1]89.2 86.% 78.3|66.4 50.0 41.6 64.4
MEAN 25.8 31.3 38.9)|47.3 57.1 67.0|72.9 70.9 61.7)43.8 35.1 26.7 48.7

MIN 10.7 16.0 23.4|31.3 41.7 50.8[56.5 54.8 45.1|33.1 20.2 11.7 32.9

012 BRIGHTON 3 SE MAX 41.4 46.8% 54.3162.0 71.6 8.8 |B87.% B85.% 77.5|66.6 50.1 42.6 64.1
l , MEAN 26.8 31.8 39.2)|47.3 57.0 €6.9 (72,1 70.3 6:1.2|50.0 35.5 28.1 48.9
MIN 12.2 16.8 24.1(32.5 42.3 51.2]56.3 54.6 44.91]33.3 20.9 13.5 33.6

020 BROWNS PARK REFUGE MAX 37.3 43.2 51.5|%%.8 70.6 B82.3|88.8 B7.2 77.8[66.0 48.2 38.7 62.6
MEAN 21.6 27.4 36.3|43.5 53.2 62.0(67.% 6€6.1 57.0(46.2 32.3 23.2 44 .7

MIN 5.9 11.5 21.1|27.2 35.7 41.6]46.9 44,9 36.1| 26.4 16.4 .7 26.8

021 BUCKHORN MTN 1 E MAX 38.9 41.5 46.5| 52.7 1.6 72.5|79.6 73.5 6€9.9)59.1 46.3 40.6 57.3
MEAN 28.0 29.9 35,3|40.8 49.9 52.8B}66.7 66.1 57.3(46.9 35.2 29.7 45.5

MIN 17.1 18.3 24.0} 28.8 238.Z 47.0(53.8 53.6 44.7{34.6 24.0 18.8 33.6

022 BUENA VISTA 2 S MAX 39.2 42.6 47.9|54.7 64.8 7Te.1:80.8 78,3 71.4]161.1 47.0 39.% 58.6
MEAN 24.7 28.1 34.2|40.3 49,5 59.1|64.0 62.1 54.6|44.2 32.4 24.9 43 .2

MIN 0.1 13.6 20.4 | 25.8 34.2 42.0f47.2 45.8 37.7|27.2 17.8 10.1 27.7

023 BURLINGTON 4 § MAX 39.9 45.3 52.8)61.9 71.zZ B82.9(B8.5 86.0 77.8|66.1 49.7 41.4 63.6
MEAN 27.4 32.1 38.6)47.7 57.6 68.9|74.0 2.1 63.4]|51.3 36.9%9 29.0 49.9

MIN 14.8 18.8 24.4)32.4 44.0 54.8|59.5 583.2 49.0) 36.4 24.1 16.6 36.2

D24 BYERS 5 ENE MAX 40.2 45.3 53.1|61.4 70.9 B82.9}89.0 B6.9 7B.1(66.7 50.2 41.7 63.9
MEAN 26.1 31.0 38.4(|46.6 56.4 67.3(73.1 71.5 62.1|50.4 35.8 27.9 48.9

MIN 12.0 16.6 23.6]31.,8 41.8 51.6(57.2 56.0 46.0(24.1 21.3 14.0 13.8

025 CABIN CREEK MAX 30.2 32.4 36.6|42.5 52.1 63.4|68.3 66.5 60.0750.0 37.1 31.9 47.6
MEAN 18.5 20.4 24.6131.0 40.6 S0.3}|55.1 53.6 46.%|37.7 25.4 20.5 35.4

l MIN 6.8 8.4 12.5|15.5 29%.0 37.2|41.8 40.6 33.8|25.4 13.7 8.0 23.1
026 CAMPO 7 S MAX 47.6 53.0 50.2)68.3 <7¥7.2 87.,8]192.3 89,7 82.2)|71.6 57.0 4B.5 69.6
MEAN 31.9 36.6 43.6]52.1 61.8 71.8|76.4 74.5 66.2 [ 54.6 41.2 33.1 53.7

MIN 16.2 20.2 26.913%,9 46.3 55.8)60.9 %9.3 50.2)37.8 25.3 17.7 37.7

027 CANON CITY MAX 48.5 52.4 57.8]64.6 73.4 B4.3/[/B3.6 B87.1 779.1)68.7 55.6 49.0 E7.5
MEAN 34.2 37,7 42.7)|49.7 58.8 68.7 | 74.3 72.6 63.8]|53.4 41.7 35.1 52.7

MIN 19.7 22.9 27.6|34.7 44.2 53.1]159.0 58.0 48.4[38.1 27.7 21.1 37.9

028 CASTLE ROCK MAX 43.9 46.6 51.9|58.3 67.4 78.2(64,0 81.9 74.4]165.0 51.2 45.0 £2.3
MEAN 28.8 32.0 37.7(]44.3 53.5 62.9(68.6 66,7 58.7|4B.4 36.2 23.9 47.3

I MIN i13.6 17.4 23.4)|30.2 35.5 47.6]|53.1 52.4 43.0]31.8 21.2 14.8 32.3
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PRECIPITATION NORMALS (Total in Inches)
No. Station Name JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC ANNUAL
001 AGUILAR 1 SE .37 .54 1.61]| 1.96 2.91 1.66) 2.82 3.04 1.53] 1.08 .95 .71l 15,18
002 AKRON 4 E .36 .37 1.06f 1.42 3.00 2.28| 2,95 2.26 .98 .85 .70 L36) 16,59
003 RXKRON 1 N .33 .36 1.04] 1.58 3.15 2.32| 2.%3 2.00 .92 .90 .69 .40 16.62
004 ALAMOSA BERGMAN FIELD .25 .21 .46 .54 70 .59 .24 1.19 .89 .67 .48 .33 7.25
005 ALTENBERN 1.13 .29 1.65]| 1.51 1.81 ,97) 1.35 1.36 1.64f 1.82 1.41 1.06| 17.00
006 AMES 1.68 1.79 2.43| 1.87 1.%9 1.37| 2,71 3.24 2.74| 2.28 1.87 1.59| 25.57
007 ANTERC RESERVOIR .21 .25 .52 .73 1,02 1.18( 1.8% 1.%87 .93 .64 .37 .26__,3_91~
008 ASPEN 1 SW 1.72 2.05 2.74| 2.8 2,10 1.26]1.76 1.37 1.65| 2.06 2.24 l.aE: 23.2§..D
009 BAILEY 4c .54 1,281 1.%2 2.10 1.76) 2.%% 2,88 1.257 1.15 .89 .58 17.10
Q10 BERTHOQUL} PASS 3,09 2.60 31.65| 4.4% 3,99 2.,11| 2.25 2.75 2,24| 2.30 3.37 2.8B| 25,52
011 BLANCA .32 .31 .58 .64 1,00 .73]1.44 1.50 1.01 .79 .58 .33 9,23
012 BLUE MESA LAKE .91 .67 .53 .51 .58 .59 1.1 1.31 83 .77 .64 .79 9.26
013 BONHAM RESERVOIR 3.23 3.27 4.26| 3.129 2.69 1.31| 2,26 2.37 2.23| 2.66 3.39 3.03) 33.89
014 BONNY DAM 2 NE .46 45 1.22) 1.83 3.48 2.70)1 2.81 2.17 1,39] 1.00 .15 .36] 18.82
Q15 BQUILDER TQ .75 1.7t z.88 3,05 1.99) 1.8 1.63 1.738) 1.28 1.432 .78 19,83
016 BRANDON .18 .21 L6541 1.13 2,37 2.14)| 2.43 2.06 .83 .89 .48 .18 13.587
017 BRECKENRIDGE 1.43 1.41 1.81) 1.90 1.87 1.40| 2.29 2.18 1.55( 1.20 1.38 1.31] 19.73
018 BRIGGSDALE .30 139 .78] 1.28 1.94 2.07] 2.51 1.81L 1.28 .66 .45 .26 131,53
019 BRIGHTON 3 SE .45 .38 1.19]| 1.74 2.44 1l.68} 1,63 1.50 1.08 .85 .88 .52 14.34
020 BROWNS PARK REFUGE .39 .45 .74 ar 1,16 .69 .68 .66 1.00] 1.16 -1 .37 B.67
021 BUCKHORN MTHN 1 E .87 .57 2.0%] 2.86 3,37 2.50 2.48 2.08 2.03] 1.07 1.1B .56 21,862
022 BUENA VISTA 2 § .28 .40 .69 .94 1.09 .86 1.45 1.87 .94 g2 .53 .361 10:03
023 BURLINGTCN 4 8 .33 .42 1.05] 1.35 2.88 2.50| 2,77 2.28 1.04 .94 .58 .34| 16.48
024 BYERS 5 ENE .43 .35 1.,04| 1.57 2,76 1.86] 2.33 1.81 1.13 .82 .81 .43 15.34
025 CABIN CREEK .68 .84 L1.62| 2.49 2.09 1.78] 2.53 2.74 1.59) 1.1%2 1.10 .78| 19.43
026 CAMPQ 7 S .31 34 99t 1.51 2.59 2.49{ 2.91 2.53 1.47] 1.19 .54 .34 17.21
Q27 CAMON CITY .46 .38 1,060 1.47 1.64 1,243 2.78 2.05 1.21 .72 . B0 .43) 13.39
028 CASTLE ROCK 55 .53 1.50] 1.87 2.42 1.92| 2,37 2.16 1.24]| 1.02 .98 .71) 17.34
029 CEDAREDGE 1.19 B8 1.34 a7 1,22 .58 .91 1.19 1.10| 1.865 1.24 .97 13.25
030 CENTER 4 SS5W .16 .17 .37 .39 .62 671 1.11 1,30 .91 .87 .46 .25 6.98
031 CHEESMAN .42 .56 1.41)| 1.78 2.04 1.%2| 2.57 2.75 1.20| t.o08 .Bg L6671 17,25
032 CHERRY CREEK DAM .48 47 1.50| 2.08 2.85 2.00) 2.46 2.05 1.44| 1.03 1.18 .65] 18.20
033 CHEYENNE WELLS .25 34 .86 1,29 2.80 2.41{ 2.63 2.45 1.31 .81 60 251 16.00
034 CIMARRON .92 .75 1.024} 1.12 1.20 .84 1.28 1.36 1.41]| 1.38 1.12 76| 13.16
035 CLIMAX 2.04 1.75 2.35( 2.38 2.10 1.13| 2.24 2.09 1.49] 1.42 1.96 1.84| 22.79
036 COCHETOPA CREEK .74 &7 .82 .91 1.01 .71 1.52 1.81 1.14 .82 ] .791 11.67
037 COLLBRAN .87 .89 1.54)] 1.52 1.56 .76 1.092 1.18 1.16| 1.59 1,22 96| 14.324
038 COLCRADO NATL MONUMENT .71 &7 1.14 83 1.21 .68 .86 1.02 .93 1.29 .95 781 11.17
039 COLCRADO SPRINGS MNPL A .28 35 1.06| 1.62 2.39 2.34] 2,85 3.48 1.23 -1 .52 421 17.40
040 CORTEZ 1.01 95 1.37 .80 1.01 .43(1 1.23 1.37 1.31]| 1.55 1.18 ¢ 13.21
041 CRAIG 4 SW 1,05 1.1i2 1.39} 1.63 1,52 1.11| 1.34 1.15 1.38| 1.82 1.38 971 15.87
042 CREEDE .48 60 .65 .76 .85 .79 1.48 2,40 1.52| 1.37 .99 .58 12.45
043 CRESTED BUTTE 2.58 2.44 2.36| 1.82 1.3 1.17| 1.90 2.00 1.97| .76 2.09 2.15 ﬁg.i;ﬁb
044 CRESTONE 1 SE .64 37 93] 1.00 1.0%2 .86 2.44 2.03 1.25| 1.03 .75 .53 B
045 DEL NORTE 2 E ERS 34 .83 .71 89 2771 1.5% 1.94 1.13 .83 .65 47| 10.46
046 DELTA .37 38 .86 .83 .69 .40 .72 ] .90 1.07 .87 42 7.61
047 DENVER INTL AP (DNR) 51 49 1,28 1.93 2.32 1l.56)| 2.16 1.82 1.14 .89 .98 63| 15.81
048 DENVER STAPELTON .51 49 1.28( 1.9%93 2.32 1l.56f 2.16 1.82 1.14 .99 .88 63| 15.81
049 DILLON 1 E .86 95 1.13] 1.22 1.45 1.21]1.7% l.66 1.32 .78 .87 83| 14.03
050 DINOSAUR NATL MONUMNT .72 .62 1.,01) 1.21 1.41 .85 1.00 .85 1.21] 1.48 .80 .57 11,73
051 DOLORES 1.71 1.63 2.16) 1.46 1.40 .66 1,43 1.77 1.64| 2.12 2.03 1.386] 19.37
052 DURANGD 1.65 1.44 1.71] 1.30 1.17 .611 1,64 2.58 1,94] 2.10 1.82 1.37| 19.33
053 EADS .30 .34 .97] 1.31 2.47 2.07| 2.80 2.24 1.06 .89 .64 34| 15.43
054 EAGLE AP .75 .61 .80 .79 .92 .84 1.44 .83 1.08( 1.09 .67 80{( 10.72
055 EASTONVILLE 2 HNNW 45 45 1.40]| 2.19 2.91 2.16| 3.01 3.35 1.341 1.05 .81 54 13.76
056 ESTES PARK 32 47 .90 1.42 2.11 1.43( 2.16 1.98 1.23 .93 .63 37| 13.85
057 EVERGREEN 54 .68 1.69f 2.53 2.60 2.05] 2.29 2.38 1.45| 1.26 1.¢5 78 19.30
0S8 FLAGLER 1 S a5 .38 987 1.4B 2.7% 2.685] 2.72 2.31 1.11 .79 .67 35| 16.56
059 FLEMING 34 37 1.02| 1.%34 3.b8 2.70) 2.83 1.94 1.33 74 .58 34| 15.81
060 FLORISSANT FOSSIL BED 29 30 .81] 1.06 1.61 l1.41| 2,73 3.02 1.47 .84 .61 27 14.42
061 FCORT CARSON 28 13 .78 1.18 2.19% 1.74| 2.88 13.13 .97 .69 .39 31j 14.75
062 FORT COLLINS .42 38 1.42| 2.09 2.60 1.9%] 1.87 1.40 1.38 .88 .82 49t 15.84
063 FORT LEWIS 1.65 1.40 1.78] 1.05 1.23 .62 2.14 2.45 1.20( 1.%8 1,71 1.23| 19.14
064 PORT MORGAN .21 18 741 1.33% 2.41 1.98) 1,93 1.%8 1.21 81 .49 26| 13.13
065 FOUNTAIN 31 31 g2 +.51 2.26 2.19} 3,23 3.54 1.20 79 .51 38({ 17.05
066 FOWLER 1 SE 20 13 .71 1.13 1.78 1.354{1.77 1.839 .77 .64 .48 2B 11.29
067 FRASER 1.66 1.56 1.58( 1.99 1.94 1.i6| 1.45% 1.43 1.15 .96 1.51 1.70] 18.13
068 FRUITA 1 W 65 .57 .96 .77 1.04 .51 1 .73 .78 1.01 .74 65 9.18
069 GATEWAY 1 SE 78 .63 1.17] 1.08 1.13 .83 1.67 1.26 1,051 1.23 1.c03 64| 11.60
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River SELF GUIDED WALKING TOUR OF MARBLE, COLORADO

Caucus
This is an update and revision of the tour guide prepared by Duncan McCollum for

Local the Marble Historical Society. It begins at the museum at 412 West Main, and

ié;—:sf‘tq proceeds east to West 15t St, then south to State St, then west to West 274 St, then

Busilgessessomh to Park St, then west to West ard St, and finally south to the mill site. The route
requires about 1 hour to complete. You may obtain a copy of this guide at the
museum (hours are generally 2-4 PM on Saturday and Sunday), or you may print
this page using your browser.
WELCOME TO MARBLE! Have you ever seen the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington DC, or the Denver Post Office, or the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
and wondered where the beautiful white stone came from? You are standing in the
town which produced that stone, as well as marble for the New York City Municipal
Building, the Montana State Capital, and hundreds of other buildings.
This tour guide will take you on a short tour of Marble Colorado. As you follow the
route you will see some of the buildings which were a part of this once thriving
quarry town. For each numbered point of interest on the map there is a brief
description in this guide. While you walk the tour please stay on the roadsides, as al.
of the buildings are located on private property. For their safety, children should be
accompanied by an adult. You are welcome to wander through and picnic at the
Mill Site, which is a town park.
WARNING! All of the marble that you see is privately owned, and is valuable
(about $1/1b, and a cubic foot of marble weighs 170 Ibs). Do not attempt to steal the
marble!
THE PURE WHITE STONE. Marble was a unique type of boom town. Instead of
gold or silver mining, its economy was based on an entire mountainside of the finest
marble found anywhere in the world.
The marble deposits were discovered in 1873 by a geological survey expedition
when the Crystal River Valley was still part of the Ute Indian Reservation. Soon
after, the Utes were removed farther west, and prospectors and settlers entered the
area, founding Marble in 1881. Eighteen years later the Town was officially
incorporated and began its forty year cycle of boom and bust. The peak period in
Marble's history was the five years preceding the United States' entry into World
War I in 1917, when the town supported a population of 1400.

http://www.marblecolorado.org/tour.htm 5/3/2004
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The marble quarries are located four miles south of the town in rugged terrain.
Quarried blocks of stone were transported down in a variety of ways. The earliest
method was to haul them behind teams of horses. The horses were soon replaced by
a huge steam tractor and four wagons. Finally, an electric railroad, called a tram or
trolley, was constructed which ran directly into the finishing mill located along the
Crystal River. Today specially equipped large trucks bring the stone down the
mountain,

At the finishing mill in Marble dozens (or hundreds) of skilled stoneworkers cut and
carved the stone, readying it for uses as varied as tombstones and courthouses.

1) MARBLE HIGH SCHOOL. The Marble High School was built in 1910 when
Marble had 200 school age children. About three-fourths of these children regularly
attended school. In later years, as the town's population dwindled, all twelve grades
met in this building. In the 1940's the school was closed. In 1996, after extensive
renovation, it was reopened as the Marble Charter School. The building also houses
the museum of the Marble Historical Society.

Originally the winters in Marble were much more severe than they are now, and the
school year was April thru October, thus bypassing the winter months. The school
was built without indoor plumbing, and some of the students were charged with
bringing water from the river each morning. The outhouse in the back of the school
is original.

2) TOWN HALL. Across the street from the High School is one of Marble's former
private homes. Most of the original homes in Marble have been lost due to fire, mud
slides, and removal of buildings (generally to Grand Junction, where they remain to
this day). The building stands on the site of the old Marble Grade School. This house
was originally located at West 24 and Park Streets where it was used as a
schoolhouse during the 1940's. It was moved to its present location after the Marble
Grade School building was demolished in 1942. Today it houses the Marble Town
Offices.

3) CONCRETE VAULT. Approximately 200 yards east of the High School on the
right hand side of the road stands a concrete vault. Next to it is the foundation of the
offices of the Colorado Yule Marble Company to which the vault was attached. The
office building was occupied only until 1908 when the company moved its offices to
the newly completed finishing mill. This vault was used to protect valuable papers
from theft or fire, and is all that remains of the original office building,

4) THE OLD PERRY HOUSE. One block east on Main Street is the former residence
of William D. Perry, one of the founders of Marble. Perry and William Woods
founded the town in 1881. The house, as well as most others in town, was furnished
with 'outside plumbing'. To this day there is no sewer system in Marble.
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5) MARBLE CITY STATE BANK. At the end of the same block is the building
which housed the Marble City State Bank from 1912 to 1917. These years were
Marble's greatest boom period and the only time the town had a bank (though it had
up to 3 newspapers). Inside the building is concrete vault complete with door and
lock. The construction is unusual: the walls are solid wood, to deter thieves.

6) HOUSE. One block north of the bank building is one of the few houses in Marble
still in its original condition and location. It was one of the large private residences
in the town.

7) RESTORED HOUSE. Across the street is another private home. It was swept off
its foundation by the 1941 flash flood of Carbonate Creek which damaged much of
the center of the town. You may notice that all of Marble is on mudflow, and
mudflows occur nearly every year, sometimes blocking traffic for hours. The 1941
mudflow was particularly large. In 1975 this house was returned to its rebuilt
foundation and restored by the great-grandson of Horace Williams, the original
owner. The building was moved over 30 feet by the mudflow.

8) FLOOD DAMAGED HOUSE. Two blocks south, on West 15 St is the remains of
house which as damaged during flash floods in 1941 and 1945. The house is now
buried in 3 to 4 feet of once swiftly flowing mud and stone. Both of these floods
occurred after Marble had virtually ceased to exist as a functioning town (at one
point the population was reputedly one) and neither caused any serious personal
injuries. Little remains of the many other buildings damaged by these two very
destructive floods.

9) JAIL. A small building a foul balls distance from third base at the baseball field is
an old two cell jail. The cells are still there.

10) HOUSE. West on State Street are three original buildings. The first is a private
residence which has been maintained since the early days of Marble.

11) SMALL HOUSE. Next door is a little house which started as a tent on a board
floor that reportedly rented for $40 per month. Later, board walls and finally a
wood roof were added. From about 1905 to 1915 Marble grew rapidly and
experienced a housing shortage so that many residents lived in tent houses.

12) ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. This church was moved to Marble from
Aspen in 1908. The steeple was added two years later. Inside is an operating pump
organ which has been used during services since the church was moved to Marble.
There is a separate page which gives much more detail about the church.

13) COLUMBUS CATHOLIC CHURCH FOUNDATION. One block south of the
church, on Park Street, is a marble foundation constructed in 1912 for the Columbus
Catholic Church. The stone building never progressed beyond the point seen here.
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The marble for its construction had been donated by the Colorado Yule Marble
Company until the company president, Colonel Channing F. Meek, was killed by a
runaway train on the electric tram. After his death in 1912 donations of marble
ceased, and the building was never completed.

14) FINISHING MILL SITE. Beginning at the south end of West 3rd gt (basically
where the bridge crosses the Crystal River), and running west for 1500 feet is the site
of what was formerly the world's largest marble finishing mill. It was here that
marble from the quarries was brought to be cut, carved, and polished before
shipment to building sites around the country. Today there are few remnants of the
vast building, but because of its unique nature the site has been entered on the
National Register of Historic Sites. Because it is a federally protected area it must be
stressed that nothing in the Mill Site be disturbed, including the scraps of marble
scattered about. Itis also a town park that you are welcome to explore.

In the finishing mill site are two rows of marble pillars. Each of these rows
supported one end of an overhead crane. These cranes unloaded rough marble
blocks from the electric trolley and moved them into the mill for processing. They
had capacities of 15 and 25 tons. Also note the two high standing marble walls.
They were firewalls, built between major shops in the mill and intended to help
slow the spread of a blaze should a fire start.

In 1942 the mill was disassembled and marble production ceased because of
increasing costs and a dwindling market.

Near the mill site (immediately east, across the street) is a sixty foot diameter,
marble lined hole. This was the railroad turntable where locomotives were turned
around by hand for the trip out of Marble.

The bridge across the Crystal River near the turntable was built in 1976, financed in
part with federal grant money as a Bicentennial Project. A few yards downstream
are some of the pilings from the original bridge over which the trolley carried
marble to the finishing mill.

Return to Marble Colorado Honte Page
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