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GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 21, 2015

The January 21, 2015 Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee meeting was conducted in the
Gunnison County Blackstock Government Center, 2" floor meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin #
D, Gunnison, Co. 81230

Committee Members Present:

Voting:

Ken Stahlnecker, Chairperson, National Park Service (NPS)

J Wenum, Vice-Chairperson, Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife (CPW)

Sue Navy, High Country Conservation Advocates (HCCA)

Peter Caloger, Public At-Large

Matt Vasquez, United States Forest Service (USFS)

Greg Peterson, Gunnison County Stockgrowers’ Association (GCSA)

David Wiens, At-large Recreation Community

Elizabeth With, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Eric Ferchau, At Large, Development Community

Jonathan Houck, Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)

Elinor Laurie, Saguache County Board of County Commissioners (Saguache BOCC)
John Toolen, US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Alternate — (via teleconference)

Non-voting:
Nathan Seward, Colorado Division of Parks & Wildlife (CPW) Alternate
Tom Spezze, Public at Large Alternate

Staff Members Present:
Jim Cochran, Gunnison County Wildlife Conservation Coordinator
Beth Baker, Administrative Services Manager Community Development Department

Others present as listed in text.

8:21:54 AM CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Stahinecker called the January 23, 2015 meeting of the
Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee to order at 10:00 A.M.

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: Stahlnecker confirmed that a quorum was present.
PUBLIC NOTICE CONFIRMED: Stahlnecker verified that proper legal public notice had occurred.

AGENDA APPROVAL: No modifications to the agenda were requested. The agenda was approved as
circulated.

APPROVAL of November 19, 2014 Meeting Minutes: Moved by Navy and seconded by Wenum to
accept the November 19, 2014 meeting minutes as amended. Motion carried. Greg Peterson abstained
from voting, because he had not attended the November 19, 2015 meeting.

10:01:34 AM COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS/ REPORTS

e Sue Navy noted that the Local Work Group/Committee was 20 years old this year, 2015.

e  Stahlnecker introduced Bruce Noble the new Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park/Curecanti
Recreation Area Supervisor.
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¢ J Wenum- updated the committee on the Parks and Wildlife’s activities in regard to the listing of the
Gunnison Sage-grouse. They have locally completed their annual winter classification for big game.
They will be conducting a landowner workshop on February 17, 2015, in Montrose and February 19,
2015, in Gunnison. Wenum reported on listed species process issues associated with a number of City
of Gunnison Projects including proposed riparian restoration north of the City and City trail projects.

e Jonathan Houck- the County Coalition has continued to meet. The State and Gunnison County have
entered into a 60 day notice period, to sue the federal government, on the listing of the Gunnison sage-
grouse.

e Liz With —is temporarily filling in for Chris Bove. Bove has accepted a position in the southeast U.S.
The listing of the Gunnison Sage-grouse has put a burden on NRCS and their staff.

e Matt Vasquez-the Forest Service is working on streamlining Section 7- consultation on activities, and
the whole process for Gunnison sage-grouse projects. He is hoping to get a Biological Assessment to
the FWS by spring and finalize consultation by August.

e John Toolen —is working on the Gunnison sage-grouse 4d Rule.

e Greg Peterson- the Stock growers have filed a 60-day notice to sue the federal government on the
listing of the Gunnison sage-grouse.

e Jim Cochran - two lawsuits were filed by WildEarth Guardians and other challenging the threatened
listing of the Gunnison Sage-grouse. They feel it should be listed as endangered.

10:42:19 AM BLM Resource Management Plan Amendment EIS status report: Melissa Garcia said
the project team is making headway on the amendment. The draft is moving forward, and there will be a
full draft for public review in June.

10:44:32 AM Signal Peak Recreation Area Planning Subcommittee: Jonathan Houck said the Signal
Peak Recreation Area Plan recommendation will be reviewed by the Committee and if approved will be
forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) for their review.

Houck said the trail head would be on the University campus. They are striving for an urban interface area,
with minimum impacts to the Gunnison Sage-grouse. There will be trail proposals that include seasonal
closures included in the layout. Baseline numbers will be formulated with the information from County
Public Works.

They intend to develop trail monitoring and a maintenance program. It will not be as dense as Hartman’s
Rocks trail system; it will be a mixed use area that will be manageable. It was noted the Gunnison sage-
grouse could benefit from the trail system, because of the trail monitoring and restoration.

Melissa Garcia reported that the BLM timeline for initiation of their planning process is based on a Notice
of Intent through the Federal register; they assume there will be a record of decision in the fall of 2015.

11:05:48 AM Post Listing Issues — Immediate Concerns; John Toolen said lek access photography
management authority has shifted to the Fish and Wildlife Service; he did not know how the Fish and
Wildlife would proceed. Cochran recommended that there should be no program this year.

J Wenum noted there is a public viewing site at Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site and there are private ones
that are covered and are not covered by a Cis; legally it is entirely up to the land owner.

Ferchau asked is there a legal consequence to a private land owner; Toolen doesn’t consider the mere
flushing of the bird to be take, but if it is continues it could be construed differently.

[2]
15 January 23 SG-Minutes 15 Approved





The Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site was approved by a County land use change, which included specific
requirements which were unenforceable. Wenum explained the site is off a county road, a right of way and
on private land. The lek has started to move and the birds flush earlier. There are University students
monitoring the activity at the site.

Jim Mendonca said he is the only one that counts the birds on the Wanuita lek. In 1998 the first count was
2,927 birds. Last season there were 177 birds. Some have moved but not all. He said the constant flow
of people viewing the birds has becomes a major disturbance. He requested a minimum of a one year
hiatus for the lek viewing at the site. He was concerned with the commercial tours bringing vans in to view
the lek. He was also concerned with overnight camping on the site, permanent signage at the site, and
parking on the county road. He noted there were 207 vehicles on the road last year. There is no monitoring
of the lek until mid-March.

Pat Magee agreed that when the viewing program started it was not an ideal site or situation for controlling
access; the site is on county road. They now have people monitoring the site, although they have no
policing authority. He added coyotes and eagles, late snowfall and flooding add to the impacts to the
Gunnison Sage- grouse.

Wenum was not impressed with the site at first; there could be a better location. It was done to minimize
the impact to the South Parlin lek, without this site there will be more pressure on other leks.

Peterson suggested no commercial activity be allowed at the site.

Toolen noted the birds have moved farther away from the parking area over the years, but that is not
necessarily atake. He doesn’t have a problem continuing when there is a Cl that covers it. He is concerned
about no access, resulting in the public disturbing many leks, he would rather continue at this site.

John Scott said the Committee took this on at the urging of private land owners, to provide screening for
photography.

Cochran suggested no more than two applications be processed each year. He asked if the Fish and
Wildlife Service wants the Committee in this process, in the manner they have been in the past? Toolen
does not see a problem with it, but it is not a guarantee.

Moved by Ferchau to endorse the continued viewing at the Waunita Watchable Wildlife site, seconded by
Peterson. The motion passed unanimously.

The committee discussed the continued commercial tour use of lek site. Wenum suggested forming a
subcommittee to research the continued commercial tour use of the lek site.

Committee members Houck, Navy, and Peterson were in favor of closing the site to commercial use.

Chairman Stahlnecker created the Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site Subcommittee. Chairman StahInecker
appointed Greg Peterson, J Wenum, Pat Magee, Matt Vasquez and Jonathan Houck to the subcommittee.

1:25:45 PM Land use reviews- Cochran explained the County land use reviews are proceeding as per
Gunnison county regulations. They will not be conditioned on a federal approval. It is up to the applicant
to contact the Fish and Wildlife Service. The Fish and Wildlife Service will have to do their own research
and make their own determinations.

1:36:25 PM Gunnison Basin Weed Management Program- The committee discussed the private land
component of the weed management program. Toolen agreed to work to try to consolidate the various
Section 7 consultations for federal lands and determine/facilitate authorizations necessary from FWS to
allow weed management activities to continue on private lands.
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Common Raven Use of Human Subsidized Resources: Report by Dr. Pat Magee;- Due to time
constraints Dr. Pat Magee agreed to present this at the next meeting of the committee.

12:52:36 PM_Preliminary habitat selection analyses for GUSG telemetry data: Presentation by Dr.
Mindy Rice and_Dr.Tony Apa, CPW; There were no minutes taken.

1:57:55 PM Climate Change Working Group Report; Betsy Neely thanked the committee for the support
of the wetlands and resilience project. Over the past three years they have worked on five sites and
installed 475 structures.

2:01:37 PM Gunnison Sage-grouse Stewardship Award; Sue Navy recommended Rufus Wilderson, and
Bret Redden for the Gunnison Sage-grouse Stewardship award.

Moved; by Wenum and seconded by Navy to approve Rufus Wilderson and Brett Redden to receive the
2014 Gunnison Sage-grouse Stewardship Award, for participation in the restoration and resiliency project.
Motion carried. Navy will coordinate with Betsy Neely on the awards.

FUTURE MEETINGS: Future meetings will occur on the 3 Wednesday of each month in the Planning
Commission meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin, Gunnison, Co. 81230, unless changed for a
specific reason.

Date Time Notes Building and location

2/18/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
3/18/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
4/16/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
5/20/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
6/17/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
7/15/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
8/19/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2 floor meeting room
9/16/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2 floor meeting room
10/21/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2 floor meeting room
11/18/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2 floor meeting room
12/16/15 10-2 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2 floor meeting room

ADJOURN: MOVED by Stahlnecker to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously. The January
21, 2015 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committed adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

Ken Stahlnecker, Chairperson

Greg Peterson, Secretary

Minutes Prepared By:

Beth Baker

Planning Services Manager

Gunnison County Community Development
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GUNNISON COUNTY WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE GUNNISON BASIN

I. INTRODUCTION

In recognition of the economic and ecological impacts of noxious weeds, the General Assembly of the

State of Colorado passed the Colorado Noxious Weed Act, C.R.S. 35-5.5, et.seq. (hereinafter “the Act”).
The Act states that certain noxious weeds pose a threat to the continued economic and environmental
value of the land in the State and that all landowners in the State must manage them. The Act states that
County governments are directed to adopt a noxious weed management plan that will guide the control of
state-listed noxious weeds on unincorporated lands within their jurisdictions. This plan provides a
framework for The Gunnison County Weed District to control those plant species within the jurisdiction of
Gunnison County that are listed as “noxious” in the Act.

Il. STATE-LISTED NOXIOUS WEEDS

The Act designates certain plant species as noxious due to their potential and realized negative ecological
and economic impacts. State-listed noxious weeds are divided into three lists:

List A species

List A species are designated for eradication. When occurrences of these plants are found in Gunnison
County, ensuring their eradication will be a top priority. The Weed District will develop and implement
plans for eradication of these plant species on lands managed by Gunnison County and on other lands
according to contractual agreements with agencies, municipalities and landowners.

List B species

List B weed species are designated for control and containment. The Weed District will develop and
implement management plans for occurrences of these plant species on lands managed by Gunnison
County and on other lands according to contractual agreements with agencies, municipalities and
landowners.

List C species

List C weed species are designated by the State as lower priority for control and containment. Where
eradication, containment or control of these species is deemed necessary or beneficial, the Weed District
will develop and implement management plans for occurrences of these plant species on lands managed
by Gunnison County and on other lands according to contractual agreements with agencies, municipalities
and landowners.

Plant species included on Colorado’s Noxious Weed lists can be found at:
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/ag _Conservation/CBON/1251618812684

lll. WEED MANAGEMENT AREA DESCRIPTION

The Gunnison County Weed District is responsible for state-listed noxious weed management in Gunnison
County owned and managed rights of way and properties throughout unincorporated areas of Gunnison
County. Enforcement of the Act on private properties within unincorporated areas of Gunnison County, as
described in Section VI, is also the responsibility of the Gunnison County Weed District. In recognition of
opportunities for mutually-beneficial collaborative efforts aimed at managing noxious weeds on a watershed-
wide basis, the Gunnison County Weed District may also enter into contracts or agreements to provide





noxious weed control services in other jurisdictions within the Upper Gunnison River Watershed, which may
include lands owned or managed by federal, state, municipal, county and private entities throughout
Gunnison County, northern Hinsdale County and northwestern Saguache County.

IV. INTEGRATED WEED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Gunnison County Weed District will implement an integrated weed management program in order to
comply with the State’s requirements for noxious weed management. Integrated weed management is a
strategy using a comprehensive approach to weed management that aims to achieve healthy and productive
natural, agricultural and urbanized ecosystems through an interdisciplinary and multi-faceted program. The
major components of the Integrated Weed Management Program are:

A. Integrated Weed Control

The following integrated weed control methods will be implemented according to current best practices,
science and technology. While these methods may be used singularly, they are usually most effective when
used in combination.

1. Mechanical/Physical Control

Physical control intentionally disrupts the growth of weeds through practices such as cultivation, mowing,
hand pulling, flooding, and burning.

2. Cultural Control

Cultural control practices enhance and favor the growth of desirable plant species that may out-compete
noxious weeds. These methods may include controlled grazing, fertilization, irrigation, and seeding
vigorously growing, competitive desirable plant species.

3. Biological Control

Biological control involves the release of beneficial organisms to diminish weed seed production, increase
plant stress, and limit the expansion of underground parts of the plant's reproductive system.

4. Chemical Control

Herbicide control involves the application of EPA-registered herbicides that are effective on target noxious
weed species. Herbicides and application rates utilized will be selected to prevent adverse impacts to the
environment and inhabitants of Gunnison County. Herbicides will be used to spot treat noxious weeds.

5. Mapping and Monitoring

Reguiarly mapping and monitoring weed populations during and following control efforts will confirm the
efficacy of the control methods utilized and inform ongoing integrated weed management approaches.

B. Education and Awareness
The Weed District will promote noxious weed education and awareness by informing the public through

workshops, newspaper and magazine articles, public and informal meetings, consultations with landowners,
and other outreach efforts.





C. Prevention

In addition to working toward eradication and control of existing weed infestations, preventing the further
spread of noxious weeds is a high priority of the Weed District. Preventative measures will include:

1. Participating in the State Department of Agriculture’s Certified Weed Free Forage Program in
conjunction with local agricultural producers in order to certify weed-free hay and promote its
production

2. Performing inspections of reclamation projects to ensure compliance with Gunnison County’s
Reclamation Permit requirements for any development, or land use change defined and/or regulated
by the Gunnison County Land Use Resolution, the Gunnison County Specifications for Road and
Bridge Construction, or the Uniform Building Code.

V. FUNDING

Funding provided by Gunnison County will be used to implement the Integrated Weed Management
Program on lands and rights-of-way owned and managed by Gunnison County. In recognition of
opportunities for mutually-beneficial collaborative efforts aimed at managing noxious weeds on a watershed-
wide basis, the Gunnison County Weed District may also enter into contracts or agreements to provide
noxious weed control services in other jurisdictions within the Upper Gunnison River Watershed, which may
include lands owned or managed by federal, state, municipal, county and private entities throughout
Gunnison County, northern Hinsdale County and northwestern Saguache County. Such contracts and
agreements will be reflective of all labor, materials, equipment usage, administrative and overhead
expenses associated with providing noxious weed management services. When possible, funds obtained
through grants or other funding sources may be used by the Gunnison County Weed District to support
the costs associated with noxious weed control carried out according to contracts and agreements.

VI. ENFORCEMENT

Occasionally, serious noxious weed infestations on private property within the jurisdiction of Gunnison
County pose threats to adjacent public and private properties. According to section 35-5.5-109 of the
Colorado Noxious Weed Act, private landowners within the unincorporated areas of Gunnison County are
responsible for noxious weed management on their properties.

When serious noxious weed infestations are identified on private properties within unincorporated areas of
Gunnison County, the Gunnison County Weed District will notify the owner of the problem and provide
assistance in developing a weed management plan. In cases where landowners’ efforts to control noxious
weeds following consultation with the Weed District are deemed to be inadequate, Gunnison County may
follow the procedures set forth in C.R.S. 35-5.5-109 to enforce noxious weed laws. According to this
statute, the following procedures and timetables shall be followed:

1. Gunnison County is authorized by C.R.S. 35-5.5-109 and given the right, through its delegates,
agents, or employees, to enter upon any premises, lands or places, whether public or private,
during reasonable business hours for the purpose of inspecting for the existence of noxious weed
infestations when at least one of the following circumstances has occurred:

a) The landowner or occupant has requested an inspection;

b) A neighboring landowner or occupant has reported a suspected noxious weed infestation and
requested an inspection; or

¢) An authorized agent of Gunnison County had made a visual observation from a public right-of-
way or area and has reason to believe that a noxious weed infestation exists.





10.

No entry upon any premises, lands or places by a delegate, agent or employee of Gunnison
County shall occur untit the landowner or occupant has been notified by certified mail that such
inspection is pending. When possible, inspections shall be scheduled and conducted with the
concurrence of the landowner or occupant.

When an enforcement notice is prepared it shall;

a) State the legal description of the property where the noxious weeds are located;
b) State the common and scientific name of the noxious weeds to be controlled;

¢) Specify the best available control methods of integrated management; and

d) Advise the landowner or occupant to manage the noxious weeds. Where
possible, the County Weed Coordinator shall consult with the affected

landowner or occupant in the development of a plan for the management of the
noxious weeds.

The legal notice shall be sent by certified return receipt mail and shall give the landowner at least
ten days to comply with the notice.

If, after receiving notice that an inspection is pending, the landowner or occupant denies access to
Gunnison County, the County may seek an inspection warrant from the court having jurisdiction
over the land.

If within ten days after receipt of the enforcement notice, the landowner or occupant has not
complied, submitted an acceptable plan or schedule, or requested an arbitration panel, the County
Weed Coordinator shall submit the legal description and parcel number to the County
Commissioners and request an order to enter the premises, land or places, during reasonable
business hours, for the purposes of providing for, compelling and ensuring compliance with the
Colorado Noxious Weed Act.

Once the order to enter is received from the County Commissioners, the County Weed
Coordinator can designate a private contractor to carry out enforcement work or the County can
do the work.

It must be re-confirmed that the landowner receiving the enforcement notice owns the land where
enforcement is to take place. The County Weed Coordinator shall contact the Recorders Office
and ensure that the land has not been deeded to a new landowner. The Coordinator shall
document the name of the person spoken to and the date of the conversation. If the land has
been conveyed to a new landowner, the Coordinator shall get a copy of the conveyance document
and work with the new landowner.

Appropriate weed management procedures will be carried out on the property. The County Weed
Coordinator shall check the contractor's or County’s work for completeness within two weeks after
enforcement measures are taken.

After control measures are carried out, a bill shall be prepared adding a 20% administrative fee.
The bill shall be sent by certified mail.

Any assessment that is not paid within thirty days after the date of mailing by certified mail to the
landowner or occupant of private lands upon which the Gunnison County Weed Coordinator or
her designee(s) have performed enforcement work, shall constitute a lien against each lot or tract
of land until paid and may be certified by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners to the
Gunnison County Treasurer's Office to be collected in the same manner as provided for collection
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of taxes upon the private lands in accordance with C.R.S. 35-5.5-109 (5)(a).

APPROVING OFFICIALS:

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 21 day of gﬁﬁf 2013.

CQUNTY COMMISSIONERS GUNNISON COUNTY, COLORADO:

A) \ L/ 2002

J
Paula Swenson, Chal"r’p son

onat uck, Cémmissioner
%///% i

Phil Chamberland, Commissioner







Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee
Subcommittees
2014
Appointments/Authorization at 2-19-14 Regular Meeting
Updated 2-19-14

Standing Subcommittees
Executive Subcommittee
Ken Stahlnecker, NPS, Chair
J Wenum, CPW
Greg Peterson, GCSA

Technical Subcommittee
Brian St. George, Chair
Liz With, NRCS
Russ Japuntich, BLM
Matt Vasquez, USFS
Pat Magee, Western State College/Sisk-a-dee
Nathan Seward, CPW
Theresa Childers, NPS
Tara de Valois, BLM
Gay Austin, BLM
Brandon Diamond, CPW
Charlie Sharp, USFWS
Vicki Spencer, GCEA

Information and Education (I&E) Subcommittee
Sue Navy, HCCA, Chair
Pat Magee, Western State College/Sisk-a-dee
Sonia Eslit, USFS
Kristi Murphy, BLM
Chris Parmeter, CPW
Dave Wiens, Recreation Community At-large
Erich Ferchau, Development Community At-large/City of Gunnison
Nathan Seward, CPW
Ellen Petrick, NPS

Project Based (ad-hoc) Subcommittees

Predator Control Investigation Subcommittee (Appointed 7/18/12)(Re-
authorized 2/19/14)

Peter Caloger (Public At-large Regular), Chair

Erich Ferchau (Development Community At-large Regular)
Matt Vasquez (USFS Alternate)

Chris Bove (NRCS Regular)

Tom Spezze (Public At-large Alternate)

Pat Magee (WSC)

Allen Moores (Gunnison County, Public)

: t (Not eAuthorized,
project not active)

Grea Peatar
\II\:U T VLU T

[42]






(Not
Reauthorized — comt_)ined with Action Plan Subcommittee)

—— VacantChair

Action Plan Subcommittee (Resurrected 5-18-11) (Reauthorized
2/15/12) (Reauthorized 2-19-14)

Erich Ferchau, Development Community At-large
(Chair)

Russ Japuntich, BLM

Jonathan Houck, Gunnison County BoCC
Peter Caloger, Public At-large

Dave Wiens, Recreation Community At-large
Ken Stahlnecker, NPS

Russ Forest, Gunnison County Community
Development Department

Brian St. George, BLM

Chris Bove, NRCS

Signal Peak Recreation Area Planning Subcommittee
(appointed 5-21-14)

Jonathan Houck, Gunnison County BoCC,
Chair
Dave Wiens, Recreation Community At-
large, regular
Alli Melton, HCCA Alternate
Nate Seward, CPW Alternate
Doug Washburn, GCSA Alternate
Russ Japuntich, BLM Alternate
Polly Oberosler, Recreation Community At-
large, alternate
Liz With, NRCS Alternate (pending
confirmation by Chair)





Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site Subcommittee
(appointed 1-21-15)
Greg Peterson, Chair
J Wenum
Matt Vasquez
Peter Caloger
Jonathan Houck
Pat Magee






Gunnison Sage-grouse Lek Access Application
Gunnison Basin

Spring 2015
Application deadline: February 15, 2015
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip code:
Phone: Cellphone:
E-mail address:
Request Type (please circle): Photography, Video, Audio recording, Other (specify: )
Applicant type (please circle): commercial user non-commercial user

Project Name:

Project Goals:

Significance of project to Gunnison Sage-grouse conservation:

Justify why you need original photographs, audio recordings or other products? (Note that we have many of these
resources available for public use, contact CDOW at 970-641-7060):

Applicant Credentials:

Previous experience (please include as attachments examples of work):

Explain your approach for reducing impacts on Gunnison Sage-grouse when you are on or near the lek:

Note that a protocol was developed for lek activities including the number of days you will be allowed to access the lek.

Indicate dates you are available:

Indicate your willingness to share the products you secure with the Gunnison community:

Explain any special needs that you might require:






DATE:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday, February 18, 2015
PLACE: Planning Commission Meeting Room, Blackstock Government

Center

10:00am

10:05

10:10

10:15

10:20

10:30

10:45

10:50

11:00

12:00

12:30

1:00

1:25

1:30

Call Regular Meeting to Order; Determination of Quorum;
Verify Public Notice of Meeting

Agenda Approval
Election of Officers

- Chairperson

- Vice-Chairperson

- Secretary
Approval of January 21, 2015 Meeting Minutes
Committee Member Comments/Reports
Subcommittees

- Review

- Confirmation

- Appointments

BLM Resource Management Plan Amendment EIS
-status report

Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site Subcommittee
-report
-recommendations

Common Raven Use of Human Subsidized Resources
Report by Dr. Pat Magee

Lunch
Lek Access (Photography) Applications

Post Listing Issues — Immediate Concerns
- Gunnison Basin Weed Management Program

Future Meetings

Adjourn

NOTE: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time. All
times are approximate. Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY
ITEM. Work Sessions are not recorded and formal action cannot be taken. Two or more Gunnison County Commissioners may attend this
meeting. For further information, contact the County Administration at 641-0248. If special accommodations are necessary per ADA,
contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the meeting.






COLORADO
Parks and Wildlife

Department of Natural Resources

Gunnison Service Center

300 W. New York Ave.

Gunnison, CO 81230

P 970.641.7060 | F 970.641.7883

Gunnison Sage-grouse Lek Access/Viewing Protocol

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and Sisk-a-dee, a local Gunnison sage-grouse
advocacy group, volunteered to monitor applicants requesting access to a Gunnison
sage-grouse lek (strutting grounds) for conservation purposes through the Gunnison
Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee lek access process. Applicants interested in
gaining access to a lek for educational or commercial purposes may contact Jim
Cochran, Gunnison County Wildlife Conservation Coordinator, at (970) 641-7604 or
through the County website: http://www.gunnisoncounty.org/162/Wildlife-
Conservation.

CPW and Sisk-a-dee will supervise successful applicants and work with private
landowners willing to grant access to assure grouse are not impacted during courtship
displays. All individuals conducting activities near a Gunnison sage-grouse lek need to
comply with this Lek Access/Viewing Protocol to reduce potential disturbance to the
grouse.

Please keep in mind that Gunnison sage-grouse are sensitive to human disturbances.
Continued human disturbance could result in grouse abandoning the lek or low
attendance. To ensure the future of grouse and to avoid adverse impacts, applicants
should adhere to the following recommendations:

Viewing Etiquette:

e Lek access opportunities are available from 1 April to 15 May

e A user will have two consecutive days of lek access and no additional
opportunities in one season

e A user will be able to reschedule for weather if the guide is available

Bob D. Broscheid, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife e Parks and Wildlife Commission: Robert W. Bray, Chair e Chris Castilian, Vice Chair
Jeanne Horne, Secretary « John Howard, Jr. « Bill Kane e Dale Pizel e James Pribyl e James Vigil e Dean Wingfield e Michelle Zimmerman e Alex Zipp






e A minimum of five rest days between lek access visits on one lek is required

e Arrive at lek at least two hours before sunrise with guide; guide will escort user
to the lek and remain in blind with user

e No pets, especially dogs, are allowed near the lek or in vehicles

e Remain as quiet as possible on approach to lek and when on the lek; no radios,
cell phones, horn honking, car door slamming, or other noises should occur

e Head lamps may be used to access lek and blind, once in blind equipment
should be set up and lights turned off

e Access is by foot only; no mechanized vehicles should approach closer than 0.6
mile to the lek

e Blind should be placed an adequate distance away from birds to avoid
adversely impacting breeding behavior; use of high-powered binoculars,
spotting scopes, and zoom lenses is recommended

e User’s blind will be set up the afternoon before the lek visit date, location of
blind will be determined at the same time

e User should remain still and in the blind and should not leave until all birds
have stopped displaying and departed the lek (typically 4 hours)

e Users should be prepared for long stays in blind and for cold temperatures
(typical morning temperature is 20 F in April in Gunnison)

e Conversation should be minimal and kept to a low whisper

e No flash photography is allowed

e Additional rules and restrictions may be imposed by landowners

This protocol is enforceable by the CPW. Failure to comply with these
recommendations may be considered wildlife harassment with violators cited and
fined.






Gunh]-éon Wildlﬁ:m:tgooc?dinator
County Jim Cochran

COLORADU 221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: (970) 641-7604 FAX: (970) 641-8585
Email: jcochran@gunnisoncounty.org

To: Gunnison County Sage-grouse Strategic Commiittee
From: Beth Baker- Community Development
Date: February 11,2015

Included in your packet for the Planning Packet: for 2/18/15

Agenda-February 18, 2015

Minutes- January 21, 2015

Subcommittee- Members
e Policy on Subcommittees

Common Raven Use- Distributed for the 1/21/2015

Lek Access Photo Application
e Lek Access Protocol
e Lek Access Application

Weed Management Plan
e USFWS information — Gunnison County Program

Any documents that are submitted to Community Development after this packet is mailed will be e-mailed to you.

Thanks,
Beth Baker
Community Development Department
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Gunnison Sage-Grouse Lek Access Application
Gunnison Basin
Spring, 2015

Application deadline: February 15, 2015

Name: John S. Schwarz, MD

Street Address: 4254 Shelldrake Lane

City: Boynton Beach, FL 33436

Phone: 561-742-9778 Cell Phone: 561-445-5201
E-mail: john@birdspix.com

Request type: photography, brief video

Applicant type: non-commercial user

Project name: www.birdspix.com

Project goals:  educational resource, public awareness
Significance of project to Gunnison Sage-Grouse conservation:

Web site with international following. Blog entry and photos will publicize the
birds’ situation. (See Kirtland’s Warbler page on the web site for similar).

Need for original photographs:

Every one of over 3000 photos on the web site has been taken by me
personally over a ten-year effort to reach 700 North American avian species
photographed. As of this application date the number is 697.

Applicant credentials:

Founder of www.birdspix.com, an extensive photo resource for North
American birds. | am a graduate of M.I.T., UCLA Medical School, and a retired
ophthalmologist. | travel extensively in the US, including so far three times to
Alaska, for this lengthy ongoing project. Some of my photos have been used by
the USFWS.

Previous experience:

Please see www.birdspix.com
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Explain approach for reducing impacts on Gunnison Sage-Grouse when on
or near lek:

In this instance | will be following to the letter the instructions of the viewing
guide. | have also carefully read all the rules and protocol for lek viewing.

Date(s) available:

| will be traveling as part of a small group. Our itinerary consists of 10 days
and some 2500 miles, all in Colorado, from April 7 through April 17. The itinerary
is tight because of the numerous locales to be visited. We will be in Gunnison on
the night of April 11, with the hoped-for Gunnison Sage-Grouse opportunity in the
early morning of April 12. If allowed access for photography, | would separate
from the group and travel to the lek on my own, reuniting with the group later in
the morning back in Gunnison. If possible, | would be very grateful for the chance
to share a ride out to the lek with the viewing guide. If that were not an option |
would arrange to rent a car the night before and follow driving directions to meet
with the guide at the designated time and place.

Willingness to share:

Absolutely! That is the entire point of the endeavor. All content on the web site
is freely available to the public.

Special needs:

1. I could use a ride-share in the early morning of April 12 from Gunnison to the
photography lek site.

2. 1 do not own a personal blind, so | would either need to borrow (or rent) one
from anyone locally you might be able to suggest, or purchase one prior to the
trip and bring it along.

References:

Steve Bird Gina Nichol

5 Quarry Cottages P.O. Box 274

Plymouth, England PL5 3PF Cos Cob, CT 06807-0274
steve@zootherabirding.com gina@sunrisebirding.com

phone: 011 44 1752 784 282 phone: 203-453-6724
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GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
POLICY ON STANDING AND AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEES
(Adopted 3/18/2010)

Purpose: Subcommittees will be utilized to address topics that need more
attention than can be provided in the scope of regular Gunnison Basin Sage-
grouse Strategic Committee (Committee) meetings. Subcommittees will
bring recommendations on topics they have addressed to the Committee to
help the Committee bring about efforts that help to conserve Gunnison Sage-
grouse within the Gunnison Basin.

General Subcommittee Guidelines

1.

Standing and Ad hoc subcommittees may include input from outside
sources to provide necessary knowledge from interested stakeholders as
needed.

Standing and Ad hoc subcommittees will attempt to reach consensus on
the assigned topic(s). If consensus is not possible, a vote will be taken
with a majority and a minority report given to the Committee, which will
reflect all views presented.

The Committee shall conduct a review of Standing and Ad hoc
subcommittee membership at the first meeting of the Committee after
March 15t of each calendar year.

Standing Subcommittees

1.

The Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee will recognize and
utilize three standing subcommittees: The Executive Subcommittee —
Membership to this subcommittee will be limited to the Chair, Vice-Chair,
and Secretary to the Committee. The Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse
Technical Subcommittee — Membership to this subcommittee will include
interested stakeholders with technical expertise related to sage-grouse
conservation. The Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Information and
Education Subcommittee — Membership to this subcommittee will include
interested stakeholders with expertise associated with communications,
media, education, and other aspects related to the mission of the
Information and Education Subcommittee. The Technical and Information
and Education Subcommittees will develop an annual plan of work that
includes the Action Item addressed or aligned with the Action Activity,
Measureable Results, Schedule/Target Dates, and Resource
Requirements, and submit that to the Committee.

Technical and Information and Education Subcommittees are Chaired by a
Committee member who is appointed by the Committee Chair with
concurrence by the Committee as a whole. Other membership to these





subcommittees will be solicited from the membership defined above, and
approved with concurrence of the Committee as a whole.

3. Standing subcommittees are empowered to communicate to the
Committee recommended changes and additions to the Gunnison County
Sage-grouse Conservation Action Plan.

4. Standing subcommittees are empowered to identify needed resources and
funding in order for the subcommittee to implement actions.

Ad hoc Subcommittees

1. Ad hoc subcommittees are formed to address a specific topic(s) with a
designated purpose and timeframe, as determined necessary by the
Committee.

2. Appointment to an Ad hoc subcommittee is made by the Committee Chair
with concurrence of the Committee as a whole. Regular or alternate
Committee members, not both, from any entity may be appointed to Ad
hoc subcommittees. In the event of dissension and/or lack of consensus
regarding an appointment, nominations from the Committee will be
accepted. A majority vote shall determine the appointments.

3. Ad hoc subcommittees that are project based will expire at the completion
of the project. It shall be incumbent upon the Committee to define
“completion” at the time the ad hoc subcommittee is formed.

4. Ad hoc subcommittees extending beyond the beginning of the calendar
year shall be re-authorized at the first meeting of the Committee after
March 1% of each calendar year.






Gunnison County Weed Management Program
Background and Request for Guidance from USFWS

In response to the listing of the Gunnison Sage-grouse as “Threatened” under the Endangered Species Act,
the Gunnison County Weed Management Program would like to ensure compliance with USFWS policies
and regulations related to managing lands in Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat. We submit the following
information and background about the Gunnison County Weed Management Program’s efforts with the hope
that USFWS will provide guidance on any adjustments or changes we may need to make to Program
policies, practices or procedures on public and private lands in Gunnison Sage-grouse habitats as we plan to
begin work in Spring of 2015.

Gunnison Basin Weed Commission Cooperative Partnerships

The Gunnison County Weed Management Program leads the Gunnison Basin Weed Commission, a coalition
of federal, state, county and municipal agencies, private landowners and citizens who are active in managing
state-listed noxious weeds throughout the Gunnison Basin. In addition to managing noxious weeds on lands
and rights-of way managed by Gunnison County, the Weed Management Program provides contracted
noxious weed control services on lands managed by the following Gunnison Basin Weed Commission
partners: US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, Western Area Power
Administration, Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife, Colorado Department of Transportation, Hinsdale
County, Saguache County, Town of Pitkin, City of Gunnison, Town of Crested Butte, Town of Mt. Crested
Butte. Additional Gunnison Basin Weed Commission member agencies include Colorado State University
Extension, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Gunnison Conservation District and numerous citizen
and business representatives. Since the first Gunnison Watershed Integrated Weed Management Plan
was developed in 1994, these partners have joined in shared efforts to plan and fund control of state-
listed noxious weeds in the Upper Gunnison River Watershed and to raise public awareness about the
potential negative impacts that noxious weeds can have on our local ecology and economy.

Gunnison Basin Weed Management Program Area

Land areas where noxious weed management efforts are carried out by the Gunnison County Weed
Management Program include that portion of the Upper Gunnison River Watershed in the northern half of
Hinsdale County, the northwestern one-third of Saguache County, and all of Gunnison County. There are
approximately 2,585,464 acres of public and private lands in the weed management area. Land ownership
within the weed management area is distributed as follows (in acres):

Land Ownership Gunnison County | Saguache County | Hinsdale County Total
Privately Owned 327,520 44,257 10,371 382,148
USFS 1,118,109 312,481 154,905 1,585,495
NPS/ B. Reclamation 63,056 0 0 63,056
BLM 273,807 110,720 136,320 520,847
State Ownership 22,621 3,660 1,643 27,924
County Ownership 600 183 8 791
Municipal Ownership 4,847 -0- 356 5,203
Total 1,810,560 471,301 303,603 2,585,464

The management area includes large acreages of relatively dry sagebrush rangelands; upper elevation
rangelands, forests, irrigated pasture and hayland adjacent to major streams and drainages. Elevation within
the management area ranges from approximately 6500 feet to over 13,000 feet. Average annual
precipitation ranges from approximately 10 inches at Gunnison to over 40 inches at or above timberline
elevations. Please see the included map of the land area where the Gunnison County Weed Management
Program carries out noxious weed management.





Typical Example of Work Performed by the Gunnison County Weed Management Program

In 2014, the Gunnison County Weed Management Program completed 812 acres of noxious weed
treatments for Gunnison Basin Weed Commission partners using chemical and mechanical methods.
The vast majority of these treatments occurred in road rights-of way. The following table lists areas where
those noxious weed treatments were completed in 2014. Weed treatments that occurred within Gunnison
Sage-grouse habitat are highlighted in yellow:

Cooperator Treatment Site Acres Cooperator Treatment Site Acres Cooperator Treatment Site Acres
National Park Service Town of Pitkin Streets/Alleys 1.12 Gunnison Cty. CR 29 0.92
CONE Island 9.63 Total Acres 1.12 (continued) CR 32 6.45
Dillon Pinnacles 0.13 CR 38 15.38
Dry Gulch 0.22 City of Gunnison Streets/Alleys 3.94 CR 43 0.17
Elk Creek 0.47 Water Treatment/Wetlands 1.01 CR 45 1.35
East Elk Creek 0.10 Total Acres 4.95 CR 46 1.05
Red Creek 0.89 CR 48 0.63
Wilson’s Landing 0.30 Town of Crested Butte CR 50 0.36
Lake Fork 0.30 Block 79 1.54 CR 54 0.12
Old Stevens 0.21 Butte Ave Rec Path 0.23 CR 62 0.95
Soap Creek 7.61 Ditch Headgate 0.19 CR 75 0.25
Beaver Creek 2.17 Gravel Pit 1.75 CR 76 14.84
Total Acres 22.03 Maintenance Yard 2.62 CR 77 1.17
Total Acres 6.33 CR 209 0.27
US Forest Service CR 265 1.67
Kebler Pass 12.86 Town of Mt. CB CR 317 3.66
Marshall Pass 1.75 Rec. Path  3.64 CR 710 0.08
Gothic/Scohfield 1.03 Gothic Road 5.36 CR 720 0.82
Red Creek 1.95 Parking Lots 1.37 CR 721 3.52
Slate River 1.48 Total Acres 10.37 CR 726 0.35
Washington Guich 0.27 CR 727 10.05
Cement Creek 3.67 Bureau of Land Mgmt. CR 730 38.34
Taylor/Spring Ck. 8.82 Rainbow Lake 0.97 CR 734 4.50
Needle Creek 0.77 Red Creek 1.03 CR 737 5.82
Irwin area 0.21 Cabin & Alder Ck. 0.31 CR 738 5.67
Brush Creek 1.76 BLM 3072 0.50 CR 740 2.81
Alpine Plateau 13.90 BLM 3090 10.80 CR 742 15.47
Total Acres 48.47 Soap Creek 0.75 CR771 0.63
BLM 3092 0.50 CR 811 2.69
CO Dept. of Parks & Wildlife Blue Creek 2.25 CR 813 0.49
Sapinero SWA 1.69 Sapinero Mesa 2.10 CR 818 0.76
Dome Lakes SWA 0.60 Blue Mesa 1.75 CR 826 0.21
Total Acres 2.29 Dome Lakes Area 2.00 CR 858 7.28
Alpine Loop 2.00 CR 864 19.28
CO Dept. of Transportation Slate River 0.50 CR 888 1.65
SH 114 68.85 Total Acres 25.46 Antelope Hills Waterline 3.41
SH 133 59.96 Allen Homesites 0.33
SH 135 97.28 Gunnison Cty. CR 2 0.32 Basin Industrial Park 6.05
SH 92 12.18 Marble Area Roads  1.40 Castle Mtn. Subdivision 5.69
US 50 109.39 CR4 2.20 CB Maintenance Facility 1.60
SH 149 19.39 CR7 0.30 Dos Rios Subdivision 2.76
Total Acres 367.05 CR8 3.97 Fairgrounds 0.75
CR9 0.41 Goose Creek Gravel Pit 0.27
CR 10 5.14 Meridian Lake Pk Subdiv. 0.54
Hinsdale Cty. CR 30, 33, 20 6.54 CR 11 0.29 N. Elk Meadows Subdiv. 0.31
Total Acres 6.54 CR 12 24.66 Panoview Subdivision 0.47
CR 16 & 19 0.50 Riverbend Subdivision 1.23
CR 17 13.68 Somerset 0.37
CR 18 0.84 Whitewater Park 1.37
Saguache Cty. CR 14PP 19.78 CR 20 0.32 Tincup 0.38
CR 15GG 1.17 CR 21 1.54 North Valley Sewer Easmt. 2.11
CR 17GG 1.13 CR 24 2.77 Total Acres 285.43
CR 24UU 0.67 CR 25 9.65
CR KK14 6.17 CR 26 10.60 Private Landowners
CR NN14 3.23 CR 27 9.54 Total Acres 0.75
Total Acres 32.15






The included map illustrates areas where the Gunnison County Weed Management Program completed
noxious weed treatments throughout the Gunnison Basin in 2014, including where weed treatments
occurred in Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat.

The noxious weed control work completed in 2014 is typical of work carried out by the Gunnison County
Weed Management Program in recent years. We anticipate work in the foreseeable future to be very
similar to work completed in 2014, both in locations and acreages of weeds to be treated.

Please note: Contracted work completed by the Gunnison County Weed Management Program for
Gunnison Basin Weed Commission cooperators may not include all weed management efforts by those
agencies. Most cooperators implement their own noxious weed management efforts to supplement work
completed by the Gunnison County Weed Management Program.

Integrated Weed Management Plan and Policies

The Gunnison County Weed Management Program carries out an integrated weed management program in
order to comply with requirements of the Colorado Noxious Weed Act and operates according to the policies
set forth in the Gunnison County Weed Management Program Integrated Weed Management Plan (adopted
in July 2013). Integrated weed management is a strategy using a comprehensive approach to noxious weed
control that aims to achieve healthy and productive natural, agricultural and urbanized ecosystems through
an interdisciplinary and multi-faceted program. The major components of Gunnison County’s Integrated
Weed Management Plan are:

A. Integrated Weed Control

The following integrated weed control methods are implemented according to current best practices, safety
standards, science and technology.

1. Mechanical/Physical Control: Physical control intentionally disrupts the growth of weeds through practices
such as cultivation, mowing, hand pulling, flooding, and burning.

2. Cultural Control: Cultural control practices enhance and favor the growth of desirable plant species that
may out-compete noxious weeds. These methods may include controlled grazing, fertilization, irrigation, and
seeding vigorously growing, competitive desirable plant species.

3. Biological Control: Biological control involves the release of beneficial organisms to diminish weed seed
production, increase plant stress, and limit the expansion of underground parts of the plant's reproductive
system.

4. Chemical Control: Chemical control involves the application of EPA-registered herbicides that are effective
on target noxious weed species. Herbicides and application rates utilized are selected to prevent adverse
impacts to the ecology and inhabitants of the weed management area. All requirements, guidelines, safety
protocols and application rates listed on product labels are strictly adhered to. In the interest of protecting
habitats and native plant populations, herbicides are utilized only to spot treat noxious weeds, and no broad-
scale herbicide applications are made. Herbicides used by the Gunnison County Weed Management
Program in 2014 (listed in decreasing order of frequency and amount of use) included: Milestone, Escort XP,
Telar XP, Plateau, Vista, RoundUp Pro, and Tordon 22K.

5. Mapping and Monitoring: Regularly mapping and monitoring weed populations during and following
control efforts confirm the efficacy of the control methods utilized, ensure no negative ecological impacts are
occurring and inform ongoing integrated weed management approaches.





B. Education and Awareness

The Gunnison County Weed Management Program promotes noxious weed education and awareness by
informing the public through formal workshops and classes, submissions to local media, public and informal
meetings, consultations with landowners, and other outreach efforts. We work closely with Gunnison Basin
Weed Commission partners to develop educational programs and to develop strategies for raising public
awareness about noxious weeds.

C. Prevention

In addition to working toward eradication and control of existing weed infestations, preventing the further
spread of noxious weeds is a high priority of the Weed Management Program. Preventative measures
include:

1. Participating in the Colorado Department of Agriculture’s Certified Weed Free Forage Program in
conjunction with local agricultural producers in order to certify weed-free hay and promote its
production. In 2014, the Gunnison County Weed Management Program worked with seven
Gunnison Basin hay producers to certify 589 acres of lands (all within Sage-grouse habitat) as
noxious weed-free.

2. Performing inspections of reclamation projects to ensure compliance with Gunnison County’s
Reclamation Permit requirements for any development, or land use change defined and/or regulated
by the Gunnison County Land Use Resolution, the Gunnison County Specifications for Road and
Bridge Construction, or the Uniform Building Code. Gunnison County’s Reclamation Permit
program seeks to ensure that soil disturbances associated with development are reclaimed
adequately to prevent current and future soil erosion and noxious weed problems. Following
development activities such as home building, road construction or installation of utilities, the
Gunnison County Weed Management Program’s on-site inspection of reclamation work provides
assurance that property owners and developers have adequately re-vegetated soil disturbances
and controlled noxious weeds in order to prevent negative impacts to the environment and
neighboring property owners.

D. Noxious Weed Control in Gunnison Sage-grouse habitats

The Gunnison County Weed Management program adheres to all existing road and area closures from
March 15-May 15 in order to prevent disturbance to Gunnison Sage-grouse during their mating season.
The Program also avoids working in Gunnison Sage-grouse habitats during early morning hours following
lifting of road and area closures after May 15, in order to avoid disturbance to Sage-grouse during the
time of day when they are most active.

Noxious Weed Management on Private Lands

A. Gunnison County Weed Management Program Services to Private Landowners

A major function of the Gunnison County Weed Management Program is to provide educational
programming and consultations for private landowners in the Gunnison Basin in order to raise awareness
about noxious weeds, to provide information about integrated weed management practices and to assist
private landowners in developing noxious weed management plans for their properties.

Approximately 382,148 acres of lands within the Gunnison County Weed Management program area are
privately owned. According to the Colorado Noxious Weed Act, private landowners and managers are





responsible for control of noxious weeds on their lands. As a result, the Gunnison County Weed
Management Program performs minimal noxious weed control work on privately-owned lands.

However, the Program frequently provides private landowners with educational and consultative services
related to noxious weed control and the development of long-term noxious weed management plans. For
example, in 2014, the Program provided 110 consultations to private landowners on topics related to noxious
weed control, developed two formal public education programs, worked with agricultural producers to certify
589 acres of “Weed Free Hay” for the Colorado Department of Agriculture’s Weed-Free Forage Program,
and published numerous public notices in local newspapers to raise awareness about safe and effective
integrated methods for control of noxious weeds.

In addition to USFWS guidance on any changes that may need to be made to the Gunnison County Weed
Management Program’s noxious weed control efforts on public lands, we also seek guidance related to
providing consultative and educational services to private landowners who manage property in Gunnison
Sage-grouse habitat.

As we seek to comply with USFWS regulations related to management of Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat,
what advice should we give or withhold from private landowners regarding noxious weed control, reclamation
of soil disturbances following construction, grazing practices and other land management issues in Gunnison
Sage-grouse habitat?

B. Private Weed Management Contractors and Pesticide Applicators

Many private landowners in the Gunnison Basin rely on the services of private contractors for noxious
weed control. Active private weed control contractors and pesticide applicators working in the Gunnison
Basin estimate that, on average, they collectively treat approximately 500 acres of noxious weeds on
private lands in Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat on an annual basis. These treatments include work on
properties ranging from less than an acre to properties exceeding hundreds of acres of Gunnison Sage-
grouse habitat. Numerous properties where private contractors carry out noxious weed control work have
Candidate Conservation Agreements — Certificates of Inclusion in place. Most, however, do not.

The Gunnison County Weed Management Program frequently provides referrals to private landowners in
Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat seeking the services of noxious weed management and reclamation
contractors.

As the Gunnison County Weed Management Program seeks to comply with USFWS regulations related to
management of Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat, what advice should we give or withhold from private
landowners regarding hiring private contractors to carry out noxious weed control, reclamation, and other
land management services?

The Gunnison County Weed Management Program also works in partnership with numerous private
contractors to coordinate noxious weed control efforts on private lands throughout the Gunnison Basin.

What advice should we give or withhold from private weed management contractors, reclamation contractors
and pesticide applicators regarding accepting and performing work on private lands within Gunnison sage-
grouse habitat?





