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GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
August 16, 2017

The August 16, 2017 Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee meeting was conducted in the
Gunnison County Blackstocks Government Center, 2" floor meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin
#D, Gunnison, CO, 81230

Committee Members Present:

Voting Members:

J Wenum, Vice-Chairperson, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)

Peter Caloger, Public At-Large

Theresa Childers, National Park Service (NPS)

Ann Timberman, US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)

Matt Vasquez, United States Forest Service (USFS)

Erich Ferchau, Development Community At-large (here at 10:23 a.m.)
Don Sabrowski, Gunnison County Stockgrowers’ Association, Alternate

Others in the Audience:

WSCU Master’s student

Jim Mendonca

Tom Grant, Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
Nate Seward, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)

Dan Olson, NRCS District Conservationist

Aleshia Rummell, National Park Service

Staff Members Present:
Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant
Brooke Vasquez, Gunnison Conservation District, Wildlife Biologist

Others present as listed in text.

CALL TO ORDER: Vice-Chairperson Wenum called the August 16, 2017 meeting of the Gunnison Basin
Sage-grouse Strategic Committee to order at 10:02 A.M.

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: Wenum confirmed that there was no quorum. Quorum was determined
after Ferchau showed.

PUBLIC NOTICE CONFIRMED: Wenum verified that proper legal public notice had occurred.

AGENDA APPROVAL: Agenda was not able to be approved due to no quorum. Wenum requested that
the Waunita Lek Update be removed because key players for the discussion were not at the meeting and
requested that it be on the next agenda.

APPROVAL of MAY 17, 2017 MEETING MINUTES: No quorum present. Quorum present after Ferchau
showed up. Motion to approve May 17, 2017 meeting minutes as amended. Moved by Ferchau, seconded
by Timberman to approve. The Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS/ REPORTS

M. Vasquez reported that they will have a new District Ranger, Matt McCombs, coming the end of August.
He will bring McCombs to the next meeting to be introduced and put on the board as a regular or alternate
member. They are continuing the forest plan revision and have been holding public meetings the last couple
of weeks in all of the Counties involved. They are identifying what they know, what works well and what
doesn’t, and getting comments from the public. Sage-grouse will be an important part of the plan. 50 plus
people have shown to most of the meetings.





Timberman talked about ESA Conservation options for funding. She explained how people can go about
applying for them and handed out a spreadsheet with the information. She wants Mark Brennan in her office
to be the keeper of the spreadsheet and have it updated each year. Discussion followed regarding the
different grants.

Seward reported that he has worked with B. Vasquez and Pat Magee to revise the lek access application.
He stated that Jacob Spendelow came and went out to the lek site two mornings. Spendelow was able to
get quality photos. During recognizance, they found a dead male grouse that appeared to have collided
with a fence. Spendelow took photos and documented the possible collision. Seward has a copy of the
photos that were taken by Spendelow. They are starting to get a good database of high quality photos.
Seward believes they can be a little more stringent on applications in the future due to the database. There
has been a lot of interest in the lek count this Spring. Seward stated that he has some draft lek count
numbers. They visited 82 leks in the Spring of 2017 and the approximate high male count was 755, a
decrease from roughly 928 males in 2016. The approximate high female count increased to 254 in 2017,
from 235 in 2016. Seward believes that the snow conditions this past winter may have caused sage-grouse
to be more susceptible to predation and that may be why the male counts were down. The 2017 population
estimate for the Gunnison Basin area is approximately 3,705 birds.

SGI CONFERENCE UPDATE

Olson gave the update. They had 170 attendees at the conference. Olson felt it was a good and informative
workshop. Seward stated that the attendees came from all across the West and it was a great platform to
show the work that has been done for sage-grouse. The conference got a lot of people excited about sage-
grouse work. Further discussion followed about the conference. Wenum reported there was a lot of positive
feedback.

WEED DISCUSSION

M. Vasquez asked that the weed discussion be on the next agenda also. He stated that each year they
are seeing more and more weeds in the Gunnison Basin. With the increase in recreation, there is pressure
to deal with weeds. With more recreation there is an increased potential for weeds to spread (such as cheat
grass). Itis a concern for sage-grouse and all wildlife. He'd like to ask the committee to work on ideas of
how to bring awareness to the public on why it is a concern. M. Vasquez would like to go to a weed
commission meeting to see how weeds are being dealt with in Gunnison County. He would also like the
Strategic Committee to go to the City Council and see how the Committee can work on weed issues in the
City too. M. Vasquez would like to see a collective effort from all agencies in addressing weeds. B. Vasquez
suggested that Jon Mugglestone (Gunnison County Weed Coordinator) be invited to the next meeting to
join the weed discussion.

WET MEADOW RESTORATION-RESILIENCE PROJECT COORDINATOR
Tom Grant gave presentation on wet meadow restoration work in the Gunnison Basin.
WAUNITA LEK UPDATE

None of the key players were available to give the update. Wenum requested that a meeting be set up for
the Waunita Subcommittee and have a presentation/update ready for the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mendonca requested that they spend as much time discouraging the use of the lek as much as they are
encouraging it. Stated that you should let everyone know they are not likely to see a bird there.





FUTURE MEETINGS: Future meetings will occur on the 3@ Wednesday of the month in the Planning

Commission meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin, Gunnison, CO 81230, unless changed for a
specific reason.

Date Time Notes Building and location

09-20-17 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
10-18-17 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
11-15-17 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
12-20-17 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room

ADJOURN: The August 16, 2017 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee
adjourned at 11:47 A.M.

Minutes Prepared By: Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant






Gunnison Sage-grouse Lek Access Application
Gunnison Basin
Spring 2018

Application deadline: February 1, 2018

Name:

Street Address:

City: |State: | \Zip code: |

Phone:

E-mail Address:

Request Type: DPhotography DVideo DAudio recording DOther (specify) |

Applicant Type: DCommercial User DNon-commerciaI User

Project Name:l

1. Project Goals.

2. How will your project contribute to Gunnison sage-grouse conservation efforts?

3. Justify why you need original photographs, audio recordings, or other products? (Many of these resources
are available for public use, contact Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) at 970-641-7060)

4. Explain your qualifications and experience related to this project (please attach examples of your work).






5. Explain your approach for reducing impacts on Gunnison sage-grouse when you are on or near the lek.

6. A protocol was developed for lek activities including the number of days you will be allowed to access the
lek. Please indicate dates you are available between April 1 and May 15.

7. Are you willing to share the products you secure with the Gunnison community?

8. If you are working on a conservation related book, please provide information about the book (for example
what it the timeline for completion, what is the conservation message you are trying to communicate to readers,

etc).

9. If working on a conservation related book, are you open to providing sample text to the Gunnison Basin Sage-
grouse Strategic Committee for review and recommendations?

10. If working on a conservation related book, have you secured a publisher or formal contract?






11. Are you willing to share a blind with a Strategic Committee representative to ensure no violations of the lek
viewing protocal occur?

12. Please explain how you will prepare yourself for potentially negative degree weather while sitting
motionlessly in a cold blind.

13. Explain any special needs you might require.

Additional Comments

List two professional references
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Gunnison Sage-grouse Lek Access Process
Spring 2018

The following process is available for non-commercial and commercial users wishing to access Gunnison
sage-grouse leks in the Gunnison Basin for the purpose of photography, audio recording, or other
activities. This process is intended to assist with education and research opportunities that contribute
to Gunnison sage-grouse conservation efforts. No more than two applications will be selected in any
one year, with the realization that any or all lek access has the potential to be curtailed based on sage-
grouse conservation needs or due to outside influences, such as weather, landowner permission, agency
discretion, lack of bird attendance, etc.

An existing database of Gunnison sage-grouse photographs and other media are available for public use
(as long as the original artists are credited). We encourage the use of these existing media, but
understand that some projects may require original copy-protected photographs.

A representative from both Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and Sisk-a-dee, a local Gunnison Sage-
grouse advocacy group, will review lek access applications and provide recommended applications to
the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee (Committee) for final approval and coordination
with appropriate agencies and landowners to facilitate these types of opportunities. The application
must be submitted by February 1, 2018, for consideration in the 2018 lek season. Applicants must
provide two professional references and identify the proposed project and the relevance of the project
to Gunnison sage-grouse conservation. Successful applicants are required to submit a one page
summary of their activities within 30 days of the project visit and must contribute products to the
committee, including a subset of photographs, video, or audio recordings of the grouse. These will be
made available to the local conservation community and to the general public for projects promoting
grouse conservation.

Human activity on leks during the mating season may potentially cause disturbance to the grouse and
therefore only projects that will contribute significantly to the conservation of Gunnison sage-grouse by
users that are willing to follow lek viewing protocols will be recommended for access. Successful
applicants will be accompanied in their blind by a viewing guide to help monitor the proposed activity
and its possible impact to the grouse. It is illegal to harass wildlife; violators may be cited by Colorado
Parks and Wildlife. This program involves the cooperation of willing landowners and specific
requirements of the users may change depending on the agreement made with a landowner.
Landowners cooperate with the committee to establish specific rules and to communicate with users.
The viewing guides are the onsite decision makers and communicators with the landowner during the
access opportunity. No dogs are allowed on the lek or in the user’s vehicle.

User access will be limited to only one or two days within a two to three day window. These days will be
determined by the viewing guide based on specific agreements in place with landowners to minimize
disturbances to the grouse. Further, users are required to follow specific rules developed by the
committee and the landowners (Gunnison Sage-grouse Lek Access/Viewing Protocol). Users must arrive
the afternoon before the project initiation date and meet with the viewing guide to determine access
routes and other specifications relevant to a site including distance the blind will be placed away from
the lek center. Users are required to arrive at the lek at least 2 hours before sunrise and they must not
leave the lek until all grouse have departed for the day. Users typically supply their own blinds, but CPW
may have one available if requested in advance. There will only be one person allowed in the blind with





the viewing guide. Successful applicants will be expected to walk at least one-half mile to the blind
location from their vehicle. They must minimize all noise and disturbances that may flush grouse or alter
their normal breeding behaviors. Flash photography is not permitted.

All leks selected for this program are located on private lands. More specific protocols/restrictions may
be established based on consultation with landowners.

The complete application packet includes: 2018 Lek Access Application (feel free to elaborate beyond
the space provided on the application), list of two references, and an example of previous work.

Submit application packet to:

Nathan Seward, Wildlife Conservation Biologist
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

300 W. New York Ave.

Gunnison, Colorado 81230

970-641-7882

Electronic submissions can be submitted to Nathan Seward at Nathan.Seward@state.co.us

Applications must be submitted by February 1, 2018







DATE:

1.

8.

9.

GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday, September 20, 2017
PLACE: Planning Commission Meeting Room, Blackstock Government Center

10:00am

10:05

10:20

10:45

11:00

11:30

11:40

11:45

11:50

Call Regular Meeting to Order; Determination of Quorum;
Verify Public Notice of Meeting

Agenda Approval

Approval of August 16, 2017 Meeting Minutes
Committee Member Comments/Reports

Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site Subcommittee report
e Greg Peterson and Nathan Seward will lead discussion

Lek Access Application and Process Updates
¢ Nathan Seward and Brooke Vasquez will lead discussion

Weed Discussion
e Matt Vasquez will lead discussion
e Jon Mugglestone (County Weed Coordinator) will be present

County Coalition and County Litigation Update
e Jonathan Houck will lead discussion

Public Comments
Future Meetings

Adjourn

NOTE: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time. All times are
approximate. Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM. Work Sessions
are not recorded and formal action cannot be taken. Two or more Gunnison County Commissioners may attend this meeting. For further information,
contact the County Administration at 641-0248. If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the

meeting.

Teleconference Information:

Dial In Number: 970-641-7698
Access Code: 0106378






COLORADO
Parks and Wildlife

Department of Natural Resources

Gunnison Service Center

300 W. New York Ave.

Gunnison, CO 81230

P 970.641.7060 | F 970.641.7883

Gunnison Sage-grouse Lek Access/Viewing Protocol

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and Sisk-a-dee, a local Gunnison sage-grouse
advocacy group, volunteered to monitor applicants requesting access to a Gunnison
sage-grouse lek (strutting grounds) for conservation purposes through the Gunnison
Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee lek access process. Applicants interested in
gaining access to a lek for educational or commercial purposes may contact Nathan
Seward, Wildlife Biologist, at (970) 641-7882.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Sisk-a-dee will supervise successful applicants and
work with private landowners willing to grant access to assure grouse are not
impacted during courtship displays. All individuals conducting activities near a
Gunnison sage-grouse lek need to comply with this Lek Access/Viewing Protocol to
reduce potential disturbance.

Please keep in mind that Gunnison sage-grouse are sensitive to human disturbances.
Continued human disturbance could result in grouse abandoning the lek or low
attendance. To ensure the future of grouse and to avoid adverse impacts, applicants
should adhere to the following recommendations:

Viewing Etiquette:

e Lek access opportunities are available from 1 April to 15 May

e A user will have two consecutive days of lek access and no additional
opportunities in one season

e A user will be able to reschedule for weather if the guide is available

e A minimum of five rest days between lek access visits on one lek is required

e Arrive at lek at least two hours before sunrise with guide; guide will escort user
to the lek and remain in blind with user

Bob D. Broscheid, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife e Parks and Wildlife Commission: Robert W. Bray, Chair e Chris Castilian, Vice Chair
Jeanne Horne, Secretary « John Howard, Jr. « Bill Kane e Dale Pizel « James Pribyl e James Vigil e Dean Wingfield e Michelle Zimmerman e Alex Zipp






e No pets, especially dogs, are allowed near the lek or in vehicles

e Remain as quiet as possible on approach to lek and when on the lek; no radios,
cell phones, horn honking, car door slamming, or other noises should occur

e Head lamps may be used to access lek and blind, once in blind equipment
should be set up and lights turned off

e Access is by foot only; no mechanized vehicles should approach closer than 0.6
mile to the lek

e Blind should be placed an adequate distance away from birds to avoid
adversely impacting breeding behavior; use of high-powered binoculars,
spotting scopes, and zoom lenses is recommended

e User’s blind will be set up the afternoon before the lek visit date, location of
blind will be determined at the same time

e User should remain still and in the blind and should not leave until all birds
have stopped displaying and departed the lek (typically 4 hours)

e Users should be prepared for long stays in blind and for cold temperatures
(typical morning temperature is 20 F in April in Gunnison)

e Conversation should be minimal and kept to a low whisper

e No flash photography is allowed

e Additional rules and restrictions may be imposed by landowners

This protocol is enforceable by the CPW. Failure to comply with these
recommendations may be considered wildlife harassment with violators cited and
fined.






G‘unhlShm Gunnison County, CO

Community Development Office
cnlln 221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: (970) 641-0360 FAX: (970) 641-8585
i e Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org
Email: rricord@gunnisoncounty.org

To:  Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee Members
From: Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant 111
Date: September 14, 2017

Included in your packet for the Wildlife Conservation Strategic

Committee Meeting:
September 20, 2017 Agenda
Draft of August 16, 2017 Minutes
Waunita Watchable Wildlife Committee Notes
CPW GUSG Lek Viewing Access Protocol 2018
Draft 2018 Lek Access Process
Draft 2018 Lek Access Process Application







Waunita Watchable Wildlife Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
August 28, 2017
CPW conference room

Subcommittee members in attendance: Greg Peterson (Chair), ] Wenum, Pat Magee, Matt Vasquez,
Jonathan Houck, Nathan Seward, Peter Caloger, Brooke Vasquez (staff)

Mark Brennan, USFWS, was not in attendance.

Wenum provided the meeting minutes from the 2015 subcommittee meeting and the Gunnison Sage-
grouse Watchable Wildlife Program Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site 2017 Final Report for context,
history, and current use.

The traditional lek was not used through the entire viewing season (4/1/17-5/10/2017). Grouse were
using the North Meadow and East Ridge making it difficult for counters to get an accurate grouse count.
Lek viewing was open for 5 days and closed 2 days during each of the viewing weeks. Gunnison County
put up signs prohibiting parking along the side of County Road 887.

Peterson asked the questions, at what point do people stop wanting to come to the viewing site? At
what point do we shut down the viewing site?

Magee said people keep coming to the viewing site even though the grouse have shifted lek locations.
There is still a quality viewing experience. Viewing trailer use has increased and the number of random
vehicles have decreased. 99% of protocol violations were by individuals, not groups at the viewing site.
Most violations of viewing protocols are not intentional, but through lack of knowledge/preparation.
Viewing protocol has been maintained even though the grouse have shifted lek locations in the hopes
they may come back to the traditional lek site.

Peterson requested that the minutes show the subcommittee discussed several factors that might be
impacting the Waunita lek such as: increased traffic/noise on Hwy 50 and County Road 887, increased
road noise from road resurfacing and rumble strips on Hwy 50, changes over time in land use in the
general area (grazing, housing, fences, flooded lek area in 2014), lek viewing site use, decreased use on
traditional lek and increased activity on other nearby locations. There was a group consensus that there
is not a single identifiable source of impact on the Waunita lek.

Seward commented that lek attendance throughout the Basin is cyclic, numbers fluctuate naturally and
grouse often shift lek locations. The subcommittee suggested CPW try to get a “better” lek count at the
Waunita lek in 2018. This will require at least 2 observers in a coordinated count. This will help to get a
better sense of grouse attendance. Peterson suggested checking with the Irbys for access via the old
access road (Lorraine’s).





The Committee discussed the costs and benefits of the Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site.
SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats):

Strength — the viewing site is located along an existing and open county road, having this site
available decreases viewing pressure on other leks, there is a desire form the public to see
Gunnison sage-grouse (333 visitors this year and it continues to increase even with reduce
access).

Weakness- grouse have changed their lek use (shifted location), viewing opportunity still exists
but it is further away (at what point does distance/quality of the experience cause public use to
decrease/cease).

Opportunity — the changes that have been documented may present the opportunity for new
data on change of use and help establish thresholds for use/changes/non-use science.

Threats — possible abandonment of lek area and other unintended, unanticipated
consequences

What is needed next:

USFWS involvement is needed, they have authority for the species. USFWS was not able to participate
in today’s discussion. Question about CCAA or CCA — did either address viewing or other recreational
impacts? Not directly.

Enforcement of violations is needed - County Sheriff for parking/county road issues, CPW for
harassment of wildlife, USFWS for harassment/take of threatened species. It is difficult to tie violations
of viewing protocols to harassment without egregious violations/impacts.

Need to focus efforts in 2018 to check area east of Ridge and do a more thorough assessment on grouse
numbers and locations of use.

Houck will check with CDOT on traffic use on Hwy 50 and with Marlene Crosby at Public Works on traffic
use on CR 887. Houck is meeting with Ann Timberman later today and will bring up topics discussed at
the subcommittee meeting.

CPW will work with CDOT to remove Watchable Wildlife Site signs when the site is not open. Greg
commented they are still in place now.

Should changes be made to the viewing days?
Peterson - possibility of having site open 4 day and closed 3 days per week? Discussion on this.

Houck — possibility of having site open for a week and then closed for a week during the viewing
season? Discussion on this.

Have public viewing days vs. organized group viewing days to address protocol violations &
impacts? Discussion on this.

Wenum said he would consider 4 days open and 3 days closed, but wants the CDOT and Gunnison
County traffic count information and lek information on amount of use and activity areas east of the
ridge (Monson Creek drainage) before moving forward. Seward said that having a few years of info on





management changes would be better than continually changing and not understanding what is or isn’t
working. Seward would like to continue with 5 days open and 2 days closed since it has only in place for
1 season. Changes could be implemented in 2019. Sisk-a-dee already has reservations for 2018.

Wenum requested that Magee give commercial groups a heads up on possible changes in 2019.

Possible options:

1.

Shut down the site entirely (no apparent support for this, there is a concern that shutting
down the site will cause people to seek out other leks and will spread impacts to other lek
sites).

Close site more days per week — open for fewer days (4 open, 3 closed), CPW would like
information on current lek use and CDOT/County information on traffic and busier days
(noise, traffic) to coordinate closed days to lessen overall impacts (ie are weekdays
busier/nosier than weekends?).

Separate individual users and commercial group use (confine impacts to smaller window of
time and those most likely to violate protocols-individual users).

Creation of a new lek viewing site - private lands with CCAA/CI would not be allowed to have
commercial activity, Miller Ranch SWA, Centennial SWA, other public lands where access
could be available, but controlled. Peterson requested that the minutes show he would not
support moving the existing viewing site or creating a new viewing site on a formal basis at a
different lek. Wenum shared similar concerns. The subcommittee does not support this
option.

Peterson requested that the minutes have a statement on the value of the Waunita Watchable Wildlife

Site.

A high value is placed on the Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site because it provides an
opportunity for people to view a lek without going out on their own and finding a lek, thus
providing an outlet without increasing impacts to other leks.





