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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF THE COUNTY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO

14
RESOLUTION NO: y7-CA

A RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING AND RATIFYING THE KEBLER PASS WINTER
TRAILHEAD MANAGEMENT PLAN PERMITTING SYSTEM

WHEREAS, historically there have been issues with parking availability at the Kebler Pass
Trailhead during the winter season; and

WHEREAS, on November 14, 2014, this matter was brought to the attention of the Board
of County Commissioners of the County of Gunnison, Colorado (“Board”); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Col. Rev. Stat. §18-9-117 (2017), the Board has the authority to
adopt rules and regulations for the administration, protection and maintenance of public
buildings and property including:

1. Restriction or limitation of the use of such public property as to time, manner,
or permitted activities; and

2. Use of all vehicles as to place, time and manner of use; and

WHEREAS, after providing notice and receiving public comments, the Board approved a
policy for the Kebler Pass Winter Trailhead Management Plan Permitting System for the
2014-2015 season which is set forth in the Memo to the Board and County Manager,
Matthew Birnie from Marlene Crosby, Director of the Gunnison County Public Works
Department, dated October 28, 2014 and revised November 11, 2014, attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference as Appendix “A”; and

WHEREAS, on September 1, 2015, the Board agreed to continue the Kebler Pass Winter
Trailhead Management Plan Permitting System; and

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to reaffirm and ratify the continuance of the Kebler Pass
Winter Trailhead Management Plan Permitting System as follows:

First in the Upper Lot:

There will be six spaces signed and reserved for Burt Rentals.

There will be six spaces signed and reserved for Action Adventures.

There will be one space signed and reserved for Irwin guides which will allow for
overnight parking.

There will be some type of company identifier on the vehicles and anyone else
parking in these spaces will be towed!
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Private Property Owners including Irwin Residents:

Property owners will be issued no more than two permits per occupied dwelling ata
cost of $100.00 each. The permit will allow for overnight parking. Overnight parking
will be allowed in the upper lot and on the south side of the Kebler Pass Road in the
lower lot. No trailers will be allowed in either lot.

Vehicles not moved for seven (7) days or longer will be towed.

Public Use:

The public will be allowed to use any available spots on the upper lot. The south
side of the lower lot will be space available for all vehicles, but overnight only with a
permit. The north side of the lower lot will be restricted to units with trailers and
there will be NO overnight parking.

Trailers:

Wide spots along the Kebler Pass Road will be plowed for overflow and overnight
trailer parking. Overnight parking will require a property owner permit. Snowmobile
use is not allowed on the County Road due to the width, sharp curves, and
excessive speed of snowmobiles, so the people wanting to park a trailer would have
to off load their snow machine, drive down and disconnect their trailer and then
drive back to the parking lot or leave both the vehicle and the trailer in the wide spot.
If the wide spots become too congested they will not be plowed until some of the
trailers are moved.

Trailers that are left for seven (7) days or more will be towed.

Towing:

Public Works staff has the authority to tag a vehicle for towing, and then if it has not
been moved within 24 hours after tagging, to have it towed; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of the
County of Gunnison, Colorado, that the continued use of the Kebler Pass Winter Trailhead
Management Plan Permitting System, as set forth in Appendix “A” hereto, shall be and
hereby is reaffirmed and ratified until a further resolution is adopted by the Board.

INTRODUCED by Commissioner %‘\cuctc , seconded by Commissioner
Moy ™ _and adopted this Z3rday of January, 2018.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF THE COUNTY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO
N f N

Phil Chamberland, Chairperson
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By ? /’L/ §

Jonathan , Vice Chairperson

By

John Messner, Commissioner

ATTEST:
/‘7 YA O D1
_DeputyCounty Clerk
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Gunnison County Public Works Department
195 Basin Park Drive
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-641-0044

-

TO: Board of County Commissioners
Matthew Birnie, County Manager

FROM: Marlene Croshy
DATE: October 28, 2014 (Revised per BOCC input 11/17/14)
SUBJECT: Kebler Winter Trailhead

For at least 20 years we have worked to make the winter trailhead on Kebler work for the
different user groups. It is highly unlikely the trailhead will ever be big enough for ali of
the users on a busy winter weekend unless the lrwin residents are able to secure their
own parking area.

Last year | had a number of e-mails expressing concern about the management of the
trailhead, the signing, etc. We held a public meeting in Crested Butte the evening of
September 23, 2014 and invited the residents of lrwin and the various user groups to
meet with us to discuss possible solutions. Representatives of the Forest Service also

attended.

There are two trailheads on the east side of Kebler. One is located just at the entrance
to the mine and is public and has grown over the years. The other trailhead is just past
the avalanche area and uses the same access off Kebler as Wildcat Trail. The upper lot
was constructed by Gunnison County with funding provided by the Forest Service for the
use of Forest Service permittees. The bathroom was built and is maintained by the
Forest Service. The Forest Service has allowed others to use the trailhead as long as
there is adequate space for the use of the permittees.  Last year we did sign the area
around the bathrooms to keep access open to the facility.

Several years ago we began requiring that all snowmobiles be parked outside of the
plowed areas of the trailheads and that has increased the available parking and
improved conditions for the plow operators.

An Irwin resident estimated that there are 15 homes in Irwin with approximately 20
people there during the winter. However, there are multiple cars per home. Plow crews
estimate that lrwin residents occupy 80% of the parking. There is aiso congestion
caused by construction workers parking their cars during the day while they work on
various projects in Irwin, at the Lodge, and in Floresta. There is private property on the
west side of Kebler that may access their cabins during the winter from the traithead.
The new toy haulers take much more room than the old snowmobile trailers which is

also causing part of the problems.

APPENDIX A
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Rather than a lengthy discussion of the problems | am proposing some changes which |
think will help address the issues.

First in the upper lot:
There will be six spaces signed and reserved for Burt Rentals.
There will be six spaces signed and reserved for Action Adventures.
There will be one space signed and reserved for lrwin Guides which will allow for
avernight parking. .
There will be some type of company identifier on the vehicles and anyone
else parking in these spaces will be towed!

Private Property Owners including Irwin Residents:

Property owners will be issued no more than two permits per occupied dwelling
at a cost of $100.00 each. Initially the proposal was for one permit per property
owner, but that might not be reasonable. The permit will allow for overnight
parking. Overnight parking will be allowed in the upper lot and on the south side
of the Kebler Pass Road in the lower lot. No trailers will be allowed in either lot.
Vehicles not moved for seven (7) days or longer will be towed.

Public Use:

The public will be allowed to use any available spots on the upper lot.

The south side of the iower lot will be space available for all vehicles, but
~overnight only with a permit. _

The north side of the lower lot will be restricted to units with trailers and there will
be NO avernight parking.

Trailers:

Wide spots along the Kebler Pass Road will be plowed for overflow and overnight
trailer parking. Overnight parking will require a property owner permit.
Snowmobile use is not allowed on the County road due to the .wndth, sharp
curves, and excessive speed of snowmobiles, so the people wanting to park a
trailer would have to off load their snow machine, drive down and disconnect
their trailer and then drive back to the parking lot or leave both the vehncle and
the trailer in the wide spot. If the wide spots become too congested they will not
be plowed untit some of the trailers are moved.

Trailers that are left for seven (7) days or more will be towed.

In ail events, lrwin residents need to be encouraged to find a parking area that they can
use. Itis not the County's responsibility to provide p]owed parking.

in the past it has not been effective to wait on the Town of Mt,ACrested .Bu_tte to issue
parking warnings and/or have vehicles towed. We are requesting permission to have
Public Works staff tag a vehicle for towing and then if it has not been moved within 24
hours have it towed. (Consideration will be given when avalanche danger prevents
trailhead users from moving their vehicles.



