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GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
June 20, 2018

The June 20, 2018 Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee meeting was conducted in the
Gunnison County Blackstock Government Center, 2" floor meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin #D,
Gunnison, CO, 81230

Committee Members Present:

Voting Members:

Jonathan Houck, Chairperson, Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)
Greg Peterson, Secretary, Gunnison County Stockgrowers’ Association (GCSA)

J. Wenum, Vice-Chairperson, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)

Peter Caloger, Public At-Large

Sue Navy, High Country Conservation Advocates

Elijah Waters, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

Tim Kugler, Recreation-At-Large

Theresa Childers, National Park Service (NPS)

Non-voting Members:

Kathy Brodhead, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Alternate
Nathan Seward, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), Alternate
Mike Babler, Public At-Large. Alternate

Others in the Audience:

Jim Cochran, Wildlife Biologist
Burt and Sandy Guerreri

Jim Mendonca

John Scott

Tom Grant

Staff Members Present:
Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant

Others present as listed in text.

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Houck called the June 20, 2018 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse
Strategic Committee to order at 10:33 A.M.

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: Houck confirmed that a quorum was present.
PUBLIC NOTICE CONFIRMED: Houck verified that proper legal public notice had occurred.
AGENDA APPROVAL: Agenda approved as presented.

APPROVAL of May 16, 2018 MEETING MINUTES: Moved: by Navy and seconded by Waters to accept
the May 16, 2018 meeting minutes as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS AND REPORTS

Waters reported that he signed the Signal Peak decision and it should be out today. He recommended that
everyone look at the E&A regarding use of the area. The decision is very close to the Alternative B proposal.
It increases protections for Sage-grouse at the active lek to close it during the same periods as the normal
gate closures. The entire area is closed to motorized use from January 1 through April 30.





Wenum reported that tomorrow evening they have a public meeting on the Elk 43 Management program at
the Fairgrounds 6:30-8:00 p.m. This week they will be announcing in the newspaper a voluntary closure
from noon to 7 p.m. on the Tomichi Creek State wildlife area for fishing. They have temperature loggers in
that area because of some work they are doing with Trout Unlimited and they have seen that with the low
flows and higher temperatures they are seeing spikes in the water going above 70 degrees. If it is above
65 degrees the trout start to stress and the odds of mortality go way up so they are asking people to back
off during the noon to 7 p.m. timeframe. The last time they did it was in 2012.

Kugler reported that their paid trail crew is in their third week this year and have cleared section 17.2 of the
Colorado trail. They worked up Little Mill Creek clearing trees. They are happy to help wherever needed.
Houck stated that the Strategic Committee is willing to help too.

Seward reported that the Climate working group is working on the Zeedyk trail. They are getting the word
out about how they are working on restoring wet meadows, retaining moisture and sealing up the gullies
on the landscape to improve the sage-grouse and wildlife habitat.

Grant reported that they are working all over the place this year for the Wetland Restoration project. They
have also been meeting with private landowners, visiting and doing site visits with new owners. Last Friday
they did a tour with restoration experts in the Ohio Creek area. They have one new owner that attended the
tour and they went out with a different owner later in the day. They are hoping to improve the habitat for
sage-grouse in that area.

Childers reported that they were approved for the grant for the Park Service. Starting 2020 they will get a
total of $90,000 over three years to do work on the North Rim.

LEK COUNT UPDATE

Seward reported that their final lek count showed that the population did drop this year. The high male
count was 627 in 2018, compared to 2017 at 758. The new 2018 population count based off the high male
count is 3,075. The high female count was 234 for 2018, compared to 254 in 2017. He’s a little concerned
with the drop due to the weather in 2016. Hopefully the Spring of 2019 is better. The slight decrease was
seen throughout the entire population. Peterson requested information on the East Ridge of the Waunita
lek. Seward reported that they did see birds on the East side but does not have the numbers today, believes
there are approximately 8 to 9 males. Peterson requested that Seward put the numbers together by the
August meeting so they can have a discussion on deciding where they are with the site.

Mendonca stated that the site was closed 12 days and there were only four vehicles onsite. The sheriff
showed up for five days. Peterson reported that he did see a lot more presence from the sheriff’s office
and that it seems to have helped.

FORMAL ADOPTION OF THE HABITAT PRIORITIZATION TOOL UPDATES AND FORMATION OF
UPDATED POLICY

Scott and Cochran gave a presentation on the habitat prioritization tool updates and the major changes to
the tool. Page 13 of the handout shows the summary of the updates. Discussion followed on the updates.

Moved: by Peterson, seconded by Navy to adopt the updated Habitat Prioritization Tool and the update
policy within the current document. The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE ACTION ON I&E SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Navy presented the Stewardship Award to Burt and Sandy Guerreri.





PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
FUTURE MEETINGS: Future meetings will occur on the 3 Wednesday of the month in the Planning

Commission meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin, Gunnison, Co. 81230, unless changed for a
specific reason.

07-18-18 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
08-15-18 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
09-19-18 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
10-17-18 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
11-21-18 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room
12-19-18 10-12 Regular Meeting | Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2" floor meeting room

ADJOURN: MOVED by Waters, seconded by Houck to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
The June 20, 2018 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee adjourned at 11:51
AM.

Minutes Prepared By: Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant






GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

DATE: Wednesday, September 19, 2018
PLACE: Planning Commission Meeting Room, Blackstock Government Center

1. 10:00am e Call Regular Meeting to Order; Determination of Quorum; Verify
Public Notice of Meeting
e Agenda Approval
e Approval of May 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes

2. 10:05 e Committee Member Comments/Reports
3. 10:30 e Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site Update
4, 11:00 e Collaborative Action Plan Update

5. 12:00 e Lunch Break

4. 12:30 e Habitat Prioritization Tool Presentation
6. 1:00 e Sagebrush Workshop Report

7. 1:10 ® Five Year Species Status Review

8. 1:30 ® Public Comments

9. 1:35 ® Future Meeting

10. 1:40 e Adjourn

NOTE: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time. All times are approximate.
Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM. Work Sessions are not recorded and formal
action cannot be taken. Two or more Gunnison County Commissioners may attend this meeting. For further information, contact the County Administration at 641-
0248. If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the meeting.

Teleconference Information:

Dial In Number: 970-641-7698
Access Code: 0195848






Gunnison Basin Gunnison Sage-grouse Strategic Committee
GUSG Collaborative Action Plan (CAP) update.
September 19, 2018
Abstract

The Gunnison Sage-grouse (GUSG) Collaborative Action Plan (CAP) is an investment action plan
that evaluates threats and identifies specific conservation actions in each population of GUSG
to positively impact habitat and viability of Gunnison Sage-grouse rangewide.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) is providing Project Administration for the
CAP by contracting a technical advisor (Jim Cochran) as well as project coordinators — Wetland
Dynamics, LLC — Jenny Nehring and Cary Aloia, to lead the development of the plan. The CAP is
being developed by the Plan Development Team (PDT) and endorsed by an Executive Oversight
Committee comprised of executive level agency and county partners. PDT members include
representatives of CPW, BLM, NRCS, USFWS, a rangeland health expert, and county
representation.

The main goals of the Plan are to:

e Provide a threat matrix, and a re-analysis of threats for each population.

e Provide guidance for conservation strategies and actions focused by population that will
lead to effective long-term conservation of the GUSG and their habitats.

e Prioritize conservation actions based on the identified threats in each population as well
as promote cooperative efforts across agency and organization boundaries.

e Coordinate with other ongoing GUSG conservation efforts, such as the Bureau of Land
Management’s 5-year GUSG Plan of Work and the USFWS Species Status Assessment
(SSA).

The CAP document will include a threat assessment, conservation actions, and information on
potential funding sources. The threat assessment and the conservation actions were developed
with the input of local, agency biologists in each population. The CAP threat assessment
identified all known threats, but because the CAP is an investment action plan for on the
ground projects, conservation actions are focused on a subset of the overall threats identified
in the Listing Decision and the Rangewide Conservation Plan.

The CAP is not an update of the Rangewide Conservation Plan (RCP) nor is it a recovery
plan. The CAP is designed to build on previous conservation documents such as the RCP and
the Gunnison Basin Candidate Conservation Agreement (CCA).

The timeline for completion of the CAP is a draft document by the end of 2018 and a final
document in early 2019.
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GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE ROLODEX

R =Regular A =Alternate
R Caloger, Peter Public At- Large
(hard | 524 N. 12t St.
copy) | Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-641-6443
pcaloger@earthlink.net Term expires 02/2020
R Childers, Theresa National Park Service
Curecanti NRA Wildlife Biologist
102 Elk Creek
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 641-2337 ext.250; Fax: 641-3127
theresa childers@nps.gov Term expires 2/2020
R Ferchau, Erich At-Large/Development
131 N. Main Community
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 641-1188; Cell: 596-0848
erichferchau@gmail.com Term expires 02/2020
R Houck, Jonathan (Chairperson) Gunnison County Commissioner
200 E. Virginia
Gunnison, CO 81230
Cell: 970-275-9625
Jhouck@gunnisoncounty.org Committee Chairperson
R Kugler, Tim Recreation At-Large
313 S. Wisconsin St. Director
Gunnison, CO 81230 Gunnison Trails, Inc. (501(C)3)
Phone: 703-599-1873
tim@gunnisontrails.org Term expires 02/2020
R Navy, Sue High Country Conservation Advocates
PO Box 432
Crested Butte, CO 81224
Phone & Fax: 349-5886
suenavy@gmail.com Term expires 02/2020
R Olson, Dan Natural Resources Conservation Service
216 North Colorado St District Conservationist
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-641-0494 ext.3045
daniel.olson@co.usda.gov Term expires 02/2020
R Peterson, Greg (Secretary) Gunnison County Stockgrowers Ass.
(hard | 54542 E. Hwy. 50
copy) | Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970- 641-0699
gregpeterson@montrose.net Term expires 02/2020
R Timberman, Ann US Fish & Wildlife Service
445 W. Gunnison Avenue Western Colorado Supervisor
Suite 240
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
Phone: 970-243-2778
ann_timberman@fws.gov Term expires 02/2020

Updated July 17, 2018






Vasquez, Matt

216 N. Colorado

Gunnison, CO 81230

Phone: 970-642-4401; Cell: 970-274-0209
mgvasquez@fs.fed.us

US Forest Service
Wildlife Biologist

Term expires 02/2020

Waters, Elijah

210 W. Spencer Street
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-642-4940
ewaters@blm.gov

BLM
Field Manager

Term expires 02/2020

Wenum, J (Vice-Chairperson)

300 W. New York Ave.

Gunnison, CO 81230

Phone: 970-641-7069; Fax: 970-641-7883
j.wenum@state.co.us

Colorado Parks & Wildlife
Area Wildlife Manager
Gunnison (Area 16)

Term expires 02/2020

Vacant Saguache County
Terms expires 02/2020

Babler, Mike Public At-Large

154 Upper Allen Road

P.O. Box 3063

Crested Butte, CO 81224
Phone: 303-870-0887
skikahiltha@msn.com

Term expires 02/2020

Brennan, Mark

445 West Gunnison Ave.
Grand Junction, CO 81505
Phone: 970-628-7191
Mark Brennan@fws.gov

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Term expires 02/2020

Brodhead, Kathy

210 W. Spencer Street
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-642-4952
kbrodhead@blm.gov

BLM
Wildlife Biologist

Term expires 02/2020

Chamberland, Phil

200 E. Virginia

Gunnison, CO 81230

Phone: 970-209-3715
pchamberland@gunnisoncounty.org

Gunnison County Commissioner

Term expires 02/2020

Hartwig, Kim

Curecanti NRA

102 Elk Creek

Gunnison, CO 81230

Phone: 970-641-2337 ext.225; Fax: 970-641-3127
Kim Hartwig@nps.gov

National Park Service

Chief of Resource Stewardship and

Science

Term expires 02/2020

McCombs, Matt

216 North Colorado St
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-642-4404
mmccombs@fs.fed.us

US Forest Service
District Ranger

Term expires 02/2020

Updated July 17, 2018






A Reed, Matt High Country Conservation Advocates
P.O. Box 1066
Crested Butte, CO 81224
970-349-7104
matt@hccacb.org Term expires 02/2020
A Sabrowski, Don Gunnison County Stockgrowers’ Assoc.
6337 County Road 742
Almont, CO 81210
Phone: 970-596-2153
Sabrowski trr@wildblue.net Term expires 02/2020
A Seward, Nathan Colorado Parks & Wildlife
300 W. New York Ave. Conservation Biologist
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 641-7882; Cell: 596-9337
nathan.seward@state.co.us Term expires 02/2020
A With, Liz Natural Resources Conservation Service
216 N. Colorado District Conservationist
Gunnison, CO 81230
Phone: 970-641-0494 ext.3046; Cell: 970-765-1485
elizabeth.with@co.usda.gov Term expires 02/2020
A Vacant At-Large/Development
Community
Term expires 02/2020
A Vacant Saguache County Alternate
Term expires 02/2020
A Vacant Recreation Community At-large
Term expires 02/2020
Staff Ricord, Rebecca Gunnison County
221 N. Wisconsin St. Administrative Assistant Il
Blackstock Government Center Community Development Department
Gunnison, CO 81230
970-641-7932
rricord@gunnisoncounty.org
Staff Rummel, Aleshia Gunnison Conservation District
216 N. Colorado St. Wildlife Biologist
Gunnison, CO 81230
970-707-3044
Aleshia.Rummel@co.usda.gov

Updated July 17, 2018






