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GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 


October 17, 2018 
 


The October 17, 2018 Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee meeting was conducted in the 
Gunnison County Blackstock Government Center, 2nd floor meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin #D, 
Gunnison, CO, 81230 
 
Committee Members Present: 
Voting Members: 
Jonathan Houck, Chairperson, Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
J. Wenum, Vice-Chairperson, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 
Sue Navy, High Country Conservation Advocates 
Theresa Childers, National Park Service (NPS) 
Matt Vasquez, United States Forest Service (USFS) 
Dan Olson, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Ann Timberman, US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Erich Ferchau, Development Community At-large 
 
Others in the Audience: 
Marcella Fremgen 
Jim Mendonca 
Pat Magee, WSCU 
David Baumgarten, Gunnison County Attorney 
Tom Grant, Wet Meadows Restoration-Resilience Project Coordinator 
Allison Vendramel, USFWS 
Gale Funco, USFS 
 
Staff Members Present: 
Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant 
Aleshia Rummel, Gunnison Conservation District, Wildlife Biologist 
 
Others present as listed in text. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Houck called the October 17, 2018 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-
grouse Strategic Committee to order at 10:03 A.M. 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: Houck confirmed that a quorum was present. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE CONFIRMED:  Houck verified that proper legal public notice had occurred.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:   Agenda approved as presented.  
 
APPROVAL of September 19, 2018 MEETING MINUTES: Moved: by Wenum and seconded by Navy to 
accept the September 19, 2018 meeting minutes as amended. Motion carried unanimously.    
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS AND REPORTS 
 
Timberman brought Allison Vendramel, who works for the USFWS in the Grand Junction office, to the 
meeting. Houck asked that they send a letter to the BOCC to request that she replace Brennan’s position 
as an alternate for USFWS. Timberman requested that Vendramel take over all sub-committee positions 
also. They will decide if they need to put the request on the next agenda.  







 


 


Houck is working on getting a joint letter in regards to filling the USFWS position with the Gunnison Basin 
Sage-grouse Region, including the State and other Counties, and will present it to the Committee when it 
is ready for review. 
 
Olson has requested that soil survey staff come to the Upper Gunnison Basin and improve some of the 
correlation between their ecological site description and soils and tighten up some of the boundaries of the 
Mountain Swale ecological site description. They will be spending time on it this summer and continuing to 
improve the inventory data they have.  
 
Houck reported that the County Coalition did some outreach to other sage-grouse communities and they 
had good representation when making comments on the five year status review. Timberman reported that 
they have not heard from Delta County, Mesa County or San Juan County, Utah. She has heard from 
Dolores County, Gunnison County, San Miguel County and Tom Grant.   
 
Vasquez reported that they are looking at getting a draft Forest Service Plan for internal review done by the 
end of the month. In the spring they will have the draft EIS and Forest Service Plan ready for public 
comment. They look at the Range Wide Conductivity Analysis and they are using the CCA, which has a lot 
of conservation measures in it, really based off the range wide conservation plan. They like to incorporate 
those measures in the Forest Plan. There are going to be a lot opportunities to make changes and approve 
things before it is finalized. As they continue to progress he will give updates to the Committee. Houck 
asked for clarification on the outcome of the plan. Vasquez explained that the Forest Plan is an overarching 
document that guides how they manage the National Forest. It gives them direction that they need to comply 
with. It will have standards, guidelines, objectives, management approaches, desired conditions and those 
are things that they will look at whenever they do any projects and that they meet the Forest Service Plan 
standards. Further discussion followed on the Forest Service Plan. 
 
LITIGATION UPDATE 
 
Houck reported that he will send a link to the Committee for the decision document. Baumgarten explained 
that at the Federal District Court level they have lost the litigation. Further discussion followed on the 
decision and impacts the listing has had. 
 
SAGE-GROUSE MURAL UPDATE 
 
Magee reported that they have an owner, Terry Marlo, who owns High Mountain liquors and the Bookworm 
wall near the Bank of the West and the Bistro, interested in allowing the endangered species mural on one 
of her walls. They may be able to use the wall at the bank or on the wall of the Bistro and would like the 
name of the business to be advertised. The artist is working on a draft of the mural now. 
 
WAUNITA WATCHABLE WILDLIFE SITE PLANNING 
 
Houck explained that his challenge at the last meeting was to come up with an actionable way to evaluate 
the site. Wenum reported that they have separated into two groups to look at the commercial use and 
scheduling of the trailer, general visits to the site. The two groups are commercial users who get access to 
the trailers and private entities who show up. He feels it is has worked really well. They have been able to 
monitor the birds and the viewers on all the open days, monitoring the birds and humans, and offering any 
recommendations for improvement. The site is currently open from April 1st to May 15th. One area that 
hasn’t been looked at is having the sub-committee convene to go over the site. Magee and Wenum have 
come up with a plan to reduce the 2019 overall viewing timeframe to April 5th to May 5th. That will put it at 
the peak of lek opportunity, the viewing opportunity should be reasonable.  Wenum suggests staying with 
the two days a week closure for 2019. For 2020 to 2022, he recommends that they would stay with the 
shorter time frame and that they would work with Sisk-a-dee to continue the commercial use permit that 
would be issued each year, a formal agreement to arrange for volunteers and provide end of the season 
counts to improve for future years. They would also like to start condensing the activities so all the 
commercial use and private use have to go through Sisk-a-dee to utilize the site and use the trailer. The 
public would have to also go through them. They could arrange for transportation to the site and put 







 


 


everyone in the trailer for viewing. During the 2020-2022 timeframe they could look at an additional day of 
closure. The other thing they would like to see is expanded monitoring of the Monsoon Gulch side of the 
site. Discussion followed. Houck suggested that between now and the next committee meeting that the 
subcommittee get together. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
None. 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS: Future meetings will occur on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the Planning 
Commission meeting room, located at 221 N. Wisconsin, Gunnison, Co. 81230, unless changed for a 
specific reason.  
 
Houck doesn’t believe they will need the November meeting, unless something comes up.  
 


11-21-18 10-12 Regular Meeting Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2nd floor meeting room 
12-19-18 10-12 Regular Meeting Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2nd floor meeting room 
01-16-18 10-12 Regular Meeting Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2nd floor meeting room 
02-20-18 10-12 Regular Meeting Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2nd floor meeting room 
03-20-18 10-12 Regular Meeting Blackstock; 221 N. Wisconsin 2nd floor meeting room 


 
ADJOURN: The October 17, 2018 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee 
adjourned at 11:55 AM. 


 
 


         
Minutes Prepared By: Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant  








 
  GUNNISON BASIN SAGE‐GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE 


REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, December 19, 2018 
PLACE:  Planning Commission Meeting Room, Blackstock Government Center 
 
  1.  10:00am  ●  Call Regular Meeting to Order; Determination of Quorum;  Verify     
                                               Public Notice of Meeting 
      ●  Agenda Approval 
      ●  Approval of October 17, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
  2.  10:05    ●  Approval of USFWS Alternate Member 
 
  3.  10:10    ●  I & E Funding Request, Cheatgrass Discussion 
 
  4.   10:30    ●  Mural Update 
 
  5.   10:35     ●  Committee Member Comments/Reports 
 
  6.  11:00    ●  Litigation Update 
 
  7.  11:15    ●  Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site Planning 
 
  8.  11:50    ●  Public Comments 
 
  9.  11:55      ●  Future Meeting 
 
  10.  12:00    ●  Adjourn 
 
 
NOTE: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time. All times are approximate. 
Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM. Work Sessions are not recorded and formal 
action cannot be taken. Two or more Gunnison County Commissioners may attend this meeting. For further information, contact the County Administration at 641‐
0248. If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641‐0248 or TTY 641‐3061 prior to the meeting. 
 


Teleconference Information: 
 
  Dial In Number: 970‐641‐7698 
  Access Code: 0173742 








Grant Proposal 
 


We won’t be cheated: telling the story of cheatgrass to save a Colorado ecosystem 
 
An interagency group of land managers, Western Colorado University faculty and graduate 
students seeks $10,000 to tell the story of cheatgrass invasion in the sagebrush country of the 
Gunnison Basin through print media and podcasts. The goal of this communications project is 
threefold: 1) raise the alarm about how cheatgrass threatens the basin’s economy and 
landscapes by describing what is at stake as well as the harm cheatgrass has wrought across 
the Intermountain West, 2) tell the human stories behind the fight against cheatgrass in the 
Gunnison Basin, 3) motivate citizens and land managers to contain and reverse the spread of 
cheatgrass. 
 
As cheatgrass respects neither fence lines nor political jurisdictions, the group that requests 
these funds includes staff from nearly every public lands agency in the Gunnison Basin: the 
Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Forest Service, the National Park Service, Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife, Gunnison County Weed Management District, and the Gunnison 
Conservation District. The group also includes faculty from Western Colorado University who 
have researched the problem of cheatgrass invasion over the past three decades.  
 
These public land managers and scientists have enlisted journalist and Western Colorado 
University Masters in Environmental Management student Sam Liebl as their project leader on 
this effort. Liebl is a magazine and newspaper writer with a specialty in communicating complex 
natural resource issues to a broad audience. His coverage and photography of Hurricane 
Harvey’s environmental impacts on the Gulf Coast won several awards from the Associated 
Press earlier this year. 
 
Cheatgrass has heavily infested and is on the verge of overtaking entire drainages in the 
Gunnison Basin, threatening to displace big game, degrade the value of rangelands, deplete the 
last remaining habitat of the Gunnison sage-grouse and turn recreational users into vectors for 
further spread. The consequences of cheatgrass invasion are plain to see across the 400,000 
acres that have already been infested in the Intermountain West. In places like the Snake River 
Plain of Southern Idaho and the Interstate 80 corridor in Nevada, cheatgrass has overtaken 
formerly healthy sagebrush rangelands and replaced them with an invasive monoculture. Land 
managers are in consensus that the Gunnison Basin can avert a similar fate but only if agencies 
and citizens have the resources and public support to take swift and large-scale actions. 
 
This communications project aims to catalyze that support. Half of the funds ($5,000) will go to 
print media coverage and conservation photography led by Sam Liebl, who will continue to 
contribute pieces to Gunnison County’s two local newspapers and will expand this project’s 
reach by pitching stories to major metropolitan newspapers as well as stakeholder specific 
publications such as ranching magazines, trail running blogs, conservation non-profit 
newsletters and public land agency press releases. Additionally, he will develop a presentation 
on this issue that he will take to conservation-oriented groups across Colorado. This amount of 







funding will employ Liebl’s services for five hours per week over the course of a year starting in 
early 2019. 
 
The other half of the funding ($5,000) will go to the production of a series of podcasts, local 
social media communications, as well as short stories that will be distributed to public radio 
stations. The podcast series will consist of five 15-minute episodes with a story arc that will 
leave listeners wanting to hear more after each episode. The episodes will cover, in order, 1) 
Sage-grouse as a bellwether for sage brush ecosystems and how cheatgrass threatens the bird, 
2) Nevada and Idaho as examples of the damage cheatgrass can do, 3) the debate over 
cheatgrass in Gunnison County, 4) the present threat to the Gunnison Basin’s culture, 
livelihoods and wildlife, 5) there is still hope for the Gunnison Basin and what must be done. 
Segments of these episodes will be adapted as short news stories suitable for public radio 
stations. The interagency group will enlist the help of Western Colorado University students and 
local multimedia professionals to begin production of these episodes in early 2019 with the goal 
of beginning distribution in April and May of 2019. The timing of the episodes aligns with key life 
history stages of the cheatgrass where it can be recognized and pulled as well as a time of 
increased awareness of Gunnison Sage-grouse during their lekking season.   
 
Public opinion surrounding management of cheatgrass in the Gunnison Basin has shifted from 
regarding it as a non-issue in the 1990’s and early 2000’s to some seeing it as an unstoppable 
change at present. This project will be successful if it transforms the public’s apathy into support 
for necessary herbicide treatments on public lands, native perennial re-plantings after 
disturbances like fire, progressive grazing practices, awareness campaigns by recreation 
groups and increased commitments by the citizens and County and City officials of Gunnison to 
eliminate cheatgrass on road easements and private property. 
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Gunnison County, CO 


Community Development Office 
221 N. Wisconsin St. Ste. D, Gunnison, CO 81230 


Phone: (970) 641-0360      FAX: (970) 641-8585 
Website: www.gunnisoncounty.org  
Email: rricord@gunnisoncounty.org 


 


To: Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee Members 


From: Rebecca Ricord, Administrative Assistant III 


Date: December 14, 2018 


 


Included in your packet for the Wildlife Conservation Strategic 
Committee Meeting:  


December 19, 2018 Agenda 
Draft of October 17, 2018 Minutes 
Cheatgrass Grant Proposal 
Cheatgrass Grant Letter of Support 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 





