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GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

DATE: March 20, 2013
PLACE: Gunnison County Commissioners’ Meeting Room

1. 10:00am e Call Regular Meeting to Order; Determination of Quorum;
Verify Public Notice of Meeting

2. 10:05 e Agenda Approval
3. 10:10 e Approval of February 20, 2013 Meeting Minutes
5. 10:20 e Committee Member Comments/Reports
6. 10:30 e USFWS Proposed Rules:
Committee updates
Discussion
7. 11:00 e Festival
8. 11:30 e CCA
9. 11:55 e Future Meetings

10. 12:00pm e Adjourn

NOTE: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items
at any time. All times are approximate. Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded and
ACTION MAY TAKEN ON ANY ITEM. Work Sessions are not recorded and formal action cannot be taken. Two or more
Gunnison County Commissioners may attend this meeting. For further information, contact the County Administration at
641-0248. If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the meeting.






GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
February 20, 2013

The February 20, 2013 Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee meeting was held in
the Commissioners’ Meeting Room in the Courthouse at 200 E. Virginia, Gunnison CO 81230.

Committee Members Present:

Voting:

Ken Stahlnecker, Chairperson, National Park Service (NPS)

Sue Navy, High Country Citizens’ Alliance (HCCA)

Jonathan Houck, Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) Alternate
David Wiens, At-large Recreation Community

Peter Caloger, Public At-Large

Matt Vasquez, United States Forest Service (USFS) Alternate

J Wenum, Vice-Chairperson, Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife (CPW)

Chris Bove, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Greg Peterson, Gunnison County Stockgrowers’ Association (GCSA)

Linda Joseph, Saguache County Board of County Commissioners (Saguache BOCC) (conference call)
Patty Gelatt, US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (conference call)

Non-voting:

Nathan Seward, Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife (CPW) Alternate
Charlie Sharp, US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Alternate (conference call)
Polly Oberosler, At-Large Recreation Community Alternate

Staff Members Present:
Jim Cochran, Gunnison County Wildlife Conservation Coordinator
Bobbie Lucero, Administrative Assistant 111

Others present as listed in text.

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Stahlnecker called the February 20, 2013 meeting of the
Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee to order at 10:01 am.

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: Stahlnecker confirmed that a quorum was present.

PUBLIC NOTICE CONFIRMED: Stahlnecker verified that proper legal public notice had
occurred.

AGENDA APPROVAL: No modifications to the agenda were requested. The agenda was
approved as circulated.

In the audience:
e John Scott
e Pat Magee
e Vicki Spencer, Gunnison County Electric Association (GCEA)
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Mike McBride, GCEA

Elise Thatcher, Colorado Public Radio

Jenny Nehring, Saguache County (conference call)
Steve Westbay, City of Gunnison Planner

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 23, 2013 MEETING MINUTES: Moved by Navy to accept the
January 23, 2013 meeting minutes as amended, seconded by Wenum. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 05, 2013 MEETING MINUTES: Moved by Wenum to accept
the February 05, 2013 meeting minutes, seconded by Bove. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS/REPORTS:

SAGUACHE COUNTY; UPDATE: Joseph reported to the Committee that Saguache
County had a work session, where Planning Commissioner members Cochran, Peterson
and Caloger met with the Saguache County Commissioners. She informed that Cochran
provided a PowerPoint at that meeting, which was very helpful. There will be a joint
meeting between the Saguache BOCC and the Gunnison BOCC on 3/12/13. She
informed the Committee that Saguache BOCC requested that the USFWS hold a public
meeting in Saguache. They also requested a comment deadline extension. The
Saguache BOCC is working on their comment letter and the Saguache Planning
Commission is working on land use regulations. Saguache County Land Use Director
Wendy Maez is working with Cochran to replicate the land inspections performed in
Gunnison County.

USFWS; PROPOSED LISTING: Gelatt informed the Committee that Counties should
review their current abilities to address sage-grouse habitat fragmentation. Jenny
Nehring asked if the USFWS could respond on how Gunnison County land use
regulations are inadequate because it would be helpful for other counties to replicate
the Gunnison County regulations, but if they are considered inadequate by the USFWS,
what additional is necessary. Gelatt suggested the best thing to do would be to go back
and review the Proposed Rule. Gelatt commented that Gunnison County’s current
regulations address each parcel individually and provide for Gunnison sage-grouse
consultation but if you are looking at the larger picture, they do not address habitat
fragmentation. Peterson inquired about protecting large blocks of habitat, and is the
USFWS asking for zoning? Gelatt commented that we need to look at what other tools
we have out there to protect habitat.

Gelatt informed that they have received multiple requests for public hearings, and they
will determine a location for the public hearing, once all the requests have been
received.

CITY OF GUNNISON: Westbay informed the USFWS that Gunnison County has
growth management policies and Intergovernmental Agreements requiring that growth
and development will occur within the 3 mile boundary of the city. He explained the
growth management tools adopted by the City of Gunnison and Gunnison County.
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Westbay commented that this information will be provided in the City of Gunnison’s
comments to the USFWS.

The USFWS informed the Committee that the Policy for Evaluation of Conservation
Efforts (PECE) analysis was not done for the Proposed Rule because they do not do one
for Proposed Rules. This is how their processes works.

LANDFILL MITIGATION COMMITTEE: Navy informed the Committee that the
Landfill Mitigation Committee will be having meetings quarterly for more formality. The
Mitigation Committee will be Meeting on the 1* Monday of January, April, July and
September.

CPW; CANDIDATE CONSERVATION AGREEMENT WITH ASSURANCES: Seward
informed the Committee there has been great progress on Certificates of Inclusion
(CI). The total acreage has been changing so frequently that he cannot keep track of
the amount, and it is an ongoing process. Seward noted, that in his opinion, the last
practical date to begin is May 1, but Cls in process by Sept. 30 could still get
assurances.

BOCC; APPOINTEES: Cochran informed the Committee that the Gunnison BOCC
appointed Nathan Seward as the CPW Alternate and Polly Oberosler as the At-large
Recreation Community Alternate. These appointments were effective February 5, 2013.
MITIGATION FUND: Cochran informed the Committee that the BOCC approved the
Committees request for up to $4,000 from the Mitigation Fund for the 2013 Gunnison
Sage-grouse Festival.

CCA: Cochran informed that Staley provided in the packet an update on the CCA. As of
yesterday the Biological Assessment (BA) is in the BLM office for a 1 week review. Once
the review is completed, formal conferencing will begin with the USFWS on 2/25/13.

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS: Cochran informed the Committee about Conservation
Easements. Cochran and Pelletier have been working with Gunnison Ranchland
Conservation Legacy (Legacy) to update the list of easements. Right now the list
contains >40,000 acres in occupied habitat, and >50,000 acres in critical habitat.
Cochran mentioned that Legacy has been speaking with Bove about NRCS' Grassland
Reserve Program easement possibilities. Bove informed the committee that there is
opportunity for participation in this program.

REVIEW/DISCUSSION; GUNNISON COUNTY STAFF PROPOSED COMMENT
OUTLINES:

GUNNISON COUNTY STAFF PROPOSED COMMENTS: Cochran informed the
Committee that the Gunnison BOCC agreed to make their comment process transparent and
public. Cochran provided the preliminary outline for the comments Gunnison County will be
submitting to the USFWS. The Committee reviewed the comment outline. The purpose of
this agenda item is for the Committee to review and notify Gunnison County if there are any
missing, pertinent pieces. Gunnison County will have a very rough draft of proposed
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comments for review and discussion at the upcoming BOCC meeting on 3/5/2013. The
Committee was asked to review the comments outline by the Gunnison County and inform
Cochran if there are any missing pieces.

POLICY FOR EVALUATION OF CONSERVATION EFFORTS (PECE) ANALYSIS: The
PECE Analysis will be completed by September. Gelatt encouraged the Committee to submit
comments before the deadline, because the sooner they receive comments the sooner they
can make changes to the Proposed Rules.

PROPOSED CRITICAL HABITAT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS CONSULTANTS: The USFWS
could not answer who the consultants will be contacting. Gelatt informed that she will
contact the consultants. She informed the Committee that the consultants are already under
contract, and she will get the name of the consultants to the Committee. The Committee
expressed that they would like to review the consultant’s previous deliverables from past
consulting agreements, to anticipate their analysis. Sharp mentioned he will look into
getting this information for the Committee.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS: Westbay asked Gelatt if she would identify the parameters and
scope of the analysis and if the USFWS has a standardized policy regarding what the
analysis has to cover. Gelatt informed the Committee that there isn't a standardized policy,
but there is some guidance. The analysis will look at the incremental effects of the Critical
Habitat Designation, which compares the designation of critical habitat and the cost of that,
as compared to just a listing on its own. It will look at the baseline current conditions,
economic situation of the baseline conditions, cost of listing itself, and incremental effects of
critical habitat designation. Cost refers to affected community and stakeholders. NEPA will
have to be performed on the analysis. Gelatt explained that is typically an Environmental
Assessment (EA), and they do not know if an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is
required until the EA is completed. Hypothetically, if the sage-grouse was found to be not
warranted, the USFWS will make a determination at the end of September.

PROPOSED RULES: PRIORITIZED ACTION ITEMS: The Committee reviewed items that
were identified at the last meeting that needed to be provided in the comments to the USFWS.
Gelatt confirmed that the USFWS has the current list of ClI participants. Seward informed the
Committee that 5/1/2013 would be the latest he could begin working with a landowner on a Cl,
to get it finalized by the end of September. The CPW is attempting to finalize all Cls by
September 30, 2013. Wenum informed the Committee that due to time constraints the list had
to be prioritized.

The Committee discussed that after reviewing the New Mexico dunes lizard "case”, it appears
that Cls helped in avoiding the listing. Wenum asked the Committee to be considerate in talking
with landowners about participating in Cls. The Committee discussed that some landowners
may not be aware of the program. Wenum opined there is a very high level of awareness by
landowners. Cochran noted that he was aware of several large landowners that were not
informed that CPW was taking new applications. The Committee discussed that they want to
help with awareness of the program, because it is critical to inform landowners that this is very
important for the decision of the proposed listing of the bird. Nehring opined Poncha Pass
landowners may be under the assumption that the program is not open. Seward informed
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Nehring that the landowners need to contact their local CPW office and express interest in the
program. Vasquez informed the CPW that if there is property adjacent to USFS managed lands,
he can help with funding for the baseline assessment.

Moved by Peterson and seconded by Bove to write a letter to the adjacent Counties with
grouse populations in their boundaries, to educate them on the benefits of the CCAA process.
Include in the letter the best way to communicate to their landowners and inquire how
interested they are in participating. Copy the letter to CPW Regional and local offices for these
populations. Wenum abstained because CPW is on the receiving end of this letter and the
motion may result in additional costs to CPW. Motion carried.

Gelatt informed the Committee that September 30, 2013 is the deadline for the USFWS to send
their decision to the Federal Register. The decision may be published about a week after, and
the decision will not become final until 30 days after publication in the Federal Register. Once
the bird is listed it is not longer a candidate species. The terms of the CCAA apply, but no new
properties may be enrolled. The Committee discussed taking into consideration what needs to
be done to ease the transition of listing. Comments received after the comment deadline will be
accepted, and will be incorporated into the information for the Final Rule. It comes down to
timing of receiving the information because they have to incorporate it in to the Final Rule. May
is too late to receive information. The Committee reviewed the Action Items and Matrix of
Factors identified from the last meeting. The Committee discussed the best use of this
Committee’s time for the next few months (besides providing comments to the USFWS for the
proposed rule).

Cochran informed the Committee he did not receive any responses from any of the counties
with grouse populations in response to the letter from the Committee asking if they were
interested in us coming to communicate with them. Delta County asked prior to the letter to
meet with Gunnison County. Montrose County does not appear to be interested in discussing
sage-grouse. The Committee discussed that there is not enough time to outreach to the other
communities. The priority is ensuring that Gunnison County has responded and provided all the
information needed.

Houck informed the Committee that there was a formal request made by Gunnison County
Attorney David Baumgarten, at the direction of the BOCC, to extend the comment period.
Baumgarten was present for this discussion topic. Baumgarten informed the Committee that he
asked the USFWS to extend the comment period by 60 days. He asked for the extension due to
the time frame to review and analyze the Proposed Rule, because of its complexity and size of
the record. He informed the Committee that he does not know when he may receive a response
from the USFWS. Baumgarten informed the Committee that he is also attempting to move the
Final Rule decision date back, which is difficult because this date was driven by a court order.
Baumgarten expressed that this decision needs complete and full analysis by all parties. Gelatt
commented that the response to the extension will have to come from the USFWS
headquarters.

Cochran informed the Committee that they received the Record from the USFWS in electronic
form, and there are still some parts of the record missing. Cochran informed the Committee
that the comments will become public once submitted. The Gunnison County Attorney’s office,
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Community Development Department, Public Works Department, GIS Department and the City
of Gunnison are working on compiling comments to submit to the USFWS.

Westbay provided a table to the Committee regarding the table of Contents on the Proposed
Rule to see if this would help facilitate discussion on who needs to do what. The Committee
reviewed the table provided.

Cochran opined that agencies with regulatory authority need to compare their information
referenced in the Proposed Rule and ensure that the information is correct, because the
information could be outdated, mis-stated, mis-used or misunderstood

PEER REVIEW PROCESS: Peterson inquired about the Peer Review process. He asked how
the reviewers are selected and if we can have any involvement in that process. Gelatt informed
that the Peer Review is in process right now. It will be complete by 3/12/2013. The USFWS
asked for reviewer recommendations from the Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife and the
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources. The USFWS is deciding if it is appropriate to provide who is
performing the Peer Review. Sharp informed the Committee that after the Peer Review, the
Committee will know who it was performed by. The USFWS informed that the Peer Review is
being done by sage-grouse scientists, and there is not an economist or land use planner
specialist assisting with the Peer Review. The Committee opined that Land Use is a major
aspect of the Proposed Rule, and the lack of having the Rule not reviewed by one of these
specialists would be inadequate. Cochran opined that lack of a land use specialist is a fatal flaw
in the peer review process. Gelatt stated that she appreciated the comments and suggested
including this in comments to be submitted for the comment period. The USFWS informed the
Committee that an economist will be reviewing the documentation in the EA. It was determined
the peer review will be reviewed similar to the comments provided.

FUTURE MEETINGS:

Date 7ime Notes

March 20, 2013  10-2  Reqgular Meeting
April 24, 2013 10-2  Regular Meeting

ADJOURN: MOVED by Stahlnecker to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
The February 20, 2013 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee
adjourned at 1:49 pm.

CERTIFICATION OF APPROVAL:

Ken Stahlnecker, Chairperson
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Greg Peterson, Secretary
Minutes Prepared By:

Bobbie Lucero, Administrative Assistant 111
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		GUNNISON BASIN SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE

		REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

		February 20, 2013

		Jim Cochran, Gunnison County Wildlife Conservation Coordinator

		Others present as listed in text.

		CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Stahlnecker called the February 20, 2013 meeting of the Gunnison Basin Sage-grouse Strategic Committee to order at 10:01 am.

		CERTIFICATION OF APPROVAL:

		Ken Stahlnecker, Chairperson

		Greg Peterson, Secretary




Jim Cochran

From: dowinsider.wildlife@state.co.us

Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2013 3:04 PM

To: Jim Cochran

Subject: Antler collectors advised to avoid stressing wildlife

Colorado Pag.ki & Wildlife
Tnsijicer

ANTLER COLLECTORS ADVISED TO AVOID STRESSING WILDLIFE

GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. - As antler collectors travel the backcountry in search of fresh sheds this
coming spring, Colorado Parks and Wildlife reminds them to avoid stressing wildlife still struggling to
survive the cold weather and the lack of forage.

Many collectors use freshly shed antlers to create artwork, furniture and other goods. Although most
are responsible, state wildlife officers occasionally receive reports of people on motorized vehicles
chasing elk or deer herds in hopes of collecting a fresh pair of antlers dropped by a startled animal.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife reminds the public that harassing wildlife is unethical and illegal and can
result in significant fines for violators.

"We caution everyone to be respectful of animals still dealing with tough conditions," said Lyle
Sidener, area wildlife manager in Hot Sulphur Springs. "Loud noise, fast moving vehicles and other
disruptive human activity is a serious concern because it can stress animals that are trying to
conserve energy, leading to higher mortality, especially in fawns and calves."

In some cases, the spooked animals will seek shelter on private land increasing the likelihood of
game damage conflicts, or they may run across highways and railroad tracks leading to injuries or
death from collisions.

"Hunting for shed antlers is a great way to get some fresh air and enjoy the outdoors," continued
Sidener. "But remember to keep your distance from wildlife and respect closed areas."

Some areas of Colorado close to all human activity during winter and into early spring to protect
wildlife, including big game that migrates to lower elevations. In the Gunnison Basin, regulations
prohibit antler collecting in game management units 54, 55, 551, 66 and 67, from Jan. 1 through
March 14. From March 15 through May 15, shed antler collecting is prohibited from legal sunset until
10 a.m. Violators can be fined by Colorado Parks and Wildlife officers for entering and collecting in
closed areas.

Public land management agencies recommend that checking the latest rules and regulations
regarding the use of motorized vehicles may prevent costly fines issued by their officers, and local
sheriff departments and local law enforcement agencies advise honoring all "No Trespassing" signs
to avoid breaking the law.





The growth of antlers is one of nature's most interesting and unique phenomenons. Soon after
temperatures warm up in late spring, male deer, elk and moose begin growing a new pair of antlers.
During the fall mating season, the bulls and bucks will display their fully-grown racks in an effort to
attract females, or use them to joust with other males as they compete for a mate.

After mating season ends and snow and low temperatures move in, the animals focus almost
exclusively on finding food and surviving. By the end of winter, when forage becomes especially
scarce and the animals rely almost entirely on their fat stores, the bulls and bucks will shed the extra
weight of their antlers to conserve energy as they await the spring green-up. Soon after the weather
warms, the growth of antlers begins anew.

Some suggestions wildlife managers offer to avoid stressing animals during this time, is too keep your
distance and consider searching for shed antlers on foot or horseback instead of a motorized vehicle.

"You can miss much while riding on a fast moving ATV," said Bill de Vergie, area wildlife manager
from Meeker. "A slow approach can result in better luck finding antlers, and it will certainly be easier
on wildlife."

Many shed antler collectors bring their dogs along, some of which are trained specifically for this
purpose. Wildlife managers advise pet owners to keep their dogs under control at all times because in
the presence of wildlife, even the most domesticated pets can quickly revert to their primitive instincts
and may severely injure deer, elk or other animals. The public is reminded that in Colorado, any law
enforcement officer is authorized to take immediate action to stop dogs from attacking wildlife.

Northwest Regional Manager Ron Velarde encourages the public to be ethical when encountering .
wildlife, and asks the public to do their part to protect one of the state's most valuable natural
resources.

"Wildlife belongs to the people of Colorado and the public can certainly help us protect it by calling
right away if they see anyone violating wildlife laws," he said.

For more information about shed collecting closures in the Gunnison Basin, Please go to -
http://dnr.state.co.us/newsapp/press.asp?pressid=8121

For more information about living with wildlife, please go to -
http://wildlife.state.co.us/WildlifeSpecies/LivingWithWildlife/Pages/LivingWith.aspx

Colorado Parks and Wildlife manages 42 state parks, all of Colorado's wildlife, more than 300 state
wildlife areas and a host of recreational programs. To learn more, please visit cpw.state.co.us

HhH

For more information about Division of Wildlife go to: http://wildlife.state.co.us.

To opt out of future emails please visit
http://dowlegacyapps.state.co.us/apps/DOWInsider/remove.aspx?userid=25458&email=jcochran@qu
nnisoncounty.org.
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least costly, most cost-effective, or least
burdensome alternative that achieves
the objectives of the rule. The
provisions of section 205 do not apply
when they are inconsistent with
applicable law. Moreover, section 205
allows the agency to adopt an
alternative other than the least costly, "
most cost-effective, or least burdensome
alternative if the agency publishes with
the final rule an explanation of why that
alternative was not adopted.

This NPRM would not result in any
expenditure by State, local, or tribal
governments or the private sector of
more than $100 million, adjusted for
inflation.

I. National Environmental Policy Act

NHTSA has analyzed this rulemaking
action for the purposes of the National
Environmental Policy Act. The agency
has determined that implementation of
this action would not have any
significant impact on the quality of the
human environment.

J. Plain Language

Executive Order 12866 requires each
agency to write all rules in plain
language. Application of the principles
of plain language includes consideration
of the following questions:

e Have we organized the material to
suit the public’s needs?

e Are the requirements in the rule
clearly stated?

¢ Does the rule contain technical
language or jargon that isn’t clear?

e Would a different format (grouping
and order of sections, use of headings,
paragraphing) make the rule easier to
understand?

e Would more (but shorter) sections
be better?

¢ Could we improve clarity by adding
tables, lists, or diagrams?

¢ What else could we do to make the
rule easier to understand?

If you have any responses to these
questions, please include them in your
comments on this proposal.

K. Regulatory Identifier Number (RIN)

The Department of Transportation
assigns a regulation identifier number
(RIN) to each regulatory action listed in
the Unified Agenda of Federal
Regulations. The Regulatory Information
Service Genter publishes the Unified
Agenda in April and October of each
year. You may use the RIN contained in
the heading at the beginning of this
document to find this action in the
Unified Agenda.

L. Privacy Act

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments

received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (65 FR
19477-78).

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Parts 571

Imports, Motor vehicle safety,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Tires.

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA proposes to amend 49 CFR Part
571 as follows:

PART 571—FEDERAL MOTOR
VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS

8 1. The authority citation for part 571
of Title 49 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 322, 30111, 30115,
30117, and 30166; delegation of authority at
49 CFR 1.95.
® 2. Amend section 571.110 by revising
S4.1 and S4.4.1(b) to read as follows:

§571.110 Tire selection and rims and
motor home/recreation vehicle trailer load
carrying capacity information for motor
vehicles with a GVWR of 4,536 kilograms
(10,000 pounds) or less.

* * * * *

S4.1 General (a) Subject to the
exceptions set forth in S4.1(b), vehicles
shall be equipped with tires that meet
the requirements of § 571.139, New
pneumatic tires for light vehicles.

(b) Notwithstanding the requirement
in S4.1(a),

(1) Passenger cars may be equipped
with pneumatic T-type temporary spare
tire assemblies that meet the
requirements of § 571.109, New
pneumatic and certain specialty tires, or
non-pneumatic spare tire assemblies
that meet the requirements of §571.129,
New non-pneumatic tires for passenger
cars, and S6 and S8 of this standard.
Passenger cars equipped with a non-
pneumatic spare tire assembly shall
meet the requirements of S4.3(e), S5,
and S7 of this standard.

(2) Trailers may be equipped with ST
tires or tires with a rim diameter code
of 12 or below that meet the
requirements of § 571.109, New
pneumatic and certain specialty tires.

* * * * *

S4.4.1 % * *

(b) Except for trailers, in the event of
rapid loss of inflation pressure with the
vehicle traveling in a straight line at a
speed of 97 kilometers per hour, retain
the deflated tire until the vehicle can be
stopped with a controlled braking
application
* * * * *

Issued on: March 4, 2013.
Christopher J. Bonanti,
Associate Administrator for Rulemaking.
[FR Doc. 201305761 Filed 3-12-13; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration
23 CFR Part 771
Federal Transit Administration

49 CFR Part 622
[Docket No. FHWA—2012-2013]

FHWA RIN 2125-AF48
FTA RIN 2132-AB05

Environmental Impact and Related
Procedures

Correction

In proposed rule document 2013—
4678 beginning on page 13609 in the
issue of Thursday, February 28, 2013,
make the following correction:

On page 13609, in the first column,
the docket number should read as set
forth above.

[FR Doc. C1-2013-04678 Filed 3—12-13; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 1501-05-D

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

[Docket No. FWS-R6—-ES-2012-0108; FWS—
R6-ES—2011-0111; 4500030113;
4500030114]

RIN 1018-AZ20; RIN 1018—-AX71

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Endangered Status and
Critical Habitat Designation for
Gunnison Sage-Grouse

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of
comment period.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), are extending
the public comment period on two
proposed rules: to list the Gunnison
sage-grouse (Centrocercus minimus) as
endangered and to propose critical
habitat for the Gunnison sage-grouse
under the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (Act). Both proposed
rules were published in the Federal
Register on January 11, 2013. We are
extending the comment period to allow





15926

Federal Register/Vol. 78, No. 49/ Wednesday, March 13, 2013/Proposed Rules

the public an adequate opportunity to
review and comment on the proposed
rules. Comments already submitted
need not be resubmitted, as they will be
fully considered in preparation of the
final rules, which we intend to issue by
the end of Fiscal Year 2013 (September
30, 2013) as required by a court-
approved settlement agreement.

DATES: The public comment period on
the proposed rule to list the Gunnison
sage-grouse as endangered and the
proposed rule to designate critical
habitat published in the Federal
Register on January 11, 2013 (78 FR
2486 and 2540) is extended to April 2,
2013. Comments submitted
electronically using the Federal
eRulemaking Portal (see ADDRESSES
section, below) must be received by
11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on the closing
date.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by one of the following methods:

(1) Electronically: Go to the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. In the Search box,
enter the appropriate Docket No.: FWS—
R6-ES-2012-0108 for the proposed
endangered status for Gunnison sage-
grouse; or FWS-R6-ES-2011-0111 for
the proposed designation of critical
habitat for Gunnison sage-grouse. Then,
in the Search panel on the left side of
the screen, under the Document Type
heading, check on the Proposed Rules
link to locate the proposed rule. You
may submit a comment by clicking on
“Comment Now!”

(2) By hard copy: For the proposed
endangered status for Gunnison sage-
grouse, submit by U.S. mail or hand-
delivery to: Public Comments
Processing, Attn: FWS—-R6-ES-2012—-
0108; Division of Policy and Directives
Management; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS
2042-PDM; Arlington, VA 22203.

For the proposed designation of
critical habitat for Gunnison sage-
grouse, submit by U.S. mail or hand-
delivery to: Public Comments
Processing, Attn: FWS-R6-ES-2011—
0111; Division of Policy and Directives
Management; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS
2042-PDM; Arlington, VA 22203.

We request that you send commerrts
only by the methods described above.
We will post all comments on http://
www.regulations.gov. This generally
means that we will post any personal
information you provide us (see the
Information Requested section below for
more details).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patty Gelatt, Western Colorado
Supervisor, U.S: Fish and Wildlife

Service, Western Colorado Field Office,
764 Horizon Drive, Building B, Grand
Junction, CO 81506—-3946; telephone
970-243-2778; facsimile 970-245-6933.
If you use a telecommunications device
for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at
800-877-8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On January 11, 2013, we published in
the Federal Register a proposed rule to
list the Gunnison sage-grouse as
endangered (78 FR 2486), and a
proposed rule to designate
approximately 1.7 million acres of
critical habitat for Gunnison sage-grouse
(78 FR 2540) under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended. Each
proposed rule has a 60-day comment
period, ending March 12, 2013. We
received several requests from the
public to extend the comment period for
these proposals. To ensure the public
has an adequate opportunity to review
and comment on these proposed rules,
we are extending the comment period to
April 2, 2013 (see DATES). We intend to
issue final determinations on each of
these rules by September 30, 2013.

Information Requested

We will accept written comments and
information during this extended
comment period and will consider
information and recommendations from
all interested parties. If you previously
submitted comments or information on
the proposed rules, please do not
resubmit them. We have incorporated
them into the public record, and we will
fully consider them in the preparation
of our final determinations. We intend
that any final action resulting from these
proposals be based on the best scientific
and commercial data available and be as
accurate and as effective as possible.

We request comments or information
from the public, other concerned
governmental agencies, Native
American tribes, the scientific
community, industry, or any other
interested parties concerning these
proposed rules. We particularly seek
comments concerning:

(1) The species’ biology, range, and
population trends, including:

a) Habitat requirements for feeding,
breeding, and sheltering;

(b) Genetics and taxonomy;

(c) Historical and current range,
including distribution patterns;

(d) Historical and current population
levels, and current and projected trends;
and

(e) Past and ongoing conservation
measures for the species, its habitat, or
both.

(2) The factors that are the basis for
making a listing determination for a
species under section 4(a) of the Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), which are:

(a) The present or threatened
destruction, modification, or
curtailment of its habitat or range;

(b) Overutilization for commercial,
recreational, scientific, or educational
purposes;

(c) Disease or predation;

(d) The inadequacy of existing
regulatory mechanisms; or

(e) Other natural or manmade factors
affecting its continued existence.

(3) Biological, commercial trade, or
other relevant data concerning any
threats (or lack thereof) to this species
and existing regulations that may be
addressing those threats.

(4) Additional information concerning
the historical and current status, range,
distribution, and population size of this
species, including the locations of any
additional populations of this species.

(5) Any information on the biological
or ecological requirements of the species
and ongoing conservation measures for
the species and its habitat.

(6) The reasons why we should or
should not designate habitat as ““critical
habitat” under section 4 of the Act,
including whether there are threats to
the species from human activity, the
degree of which can be expected to
increase due to the designation, and
whether that increase in threats
outweighs the benefit of designation
such that the designation of critical
habitat is not prudent.

(7) Specific information on:

(a) The amount and distribution of
Gunnison sage-grouse habitat;

(b) What may constitute “physical or
biological features essential to the
conservation of the species,” within the
geographical range currently occupied
by the species;

(c) Where these features are currently
found;

(d) Whether any of these features may
require special management
considerations or protection;

(e) What areas, that were occupied at
the time of listing (or are currently
occupied) and that contain features
essential to the conservation of the
species, should be included in the
designation and why; and

(f) What areas not occupied at the
time of listing (or the present time) are
essential for the conservation of the
species and why.

(8) Land use designations and current
or planned activities in the areas
occupied by the species or proposed to
be designated as critical habitat, and
possible impacts of these activities on
this species and proposed critical
habitat.
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(9) Information on the projected and
reasonably likely impacts of climate
change on the Gunnison sage-grouse
and proposed critical habitat.

(10) With respect to the proposed
designation of critical habitat, any
foreseeable economic, national security,
or other relevant impacts that may result
from designating any areas that may be
included in the final designation. We
are particularly interested in any
impacts on small entities, and the
benefits of including or excluding areas
from the proposed designation that are
subject to these impacts.

(11) Whether any specific areas we are
proposing for critical habitat
designation should be considered for
exclusion under section 4(b)(2) of the
Act, and particularly whether the
benefits of potentially excluding any
specific area outweigh the benefits of
including that area as set out in section
4(b)(2) of the Act. For instance, should
the proposed designation exclude
properties currently enrolled in the
Gunnison sage-grouse Candidate
Conservation Agreement with
Assurances, properties under
conservation easement, or properties
held by conservation organizations, and
why?

(12) Whether our approach to
designating critical habitat could be
improved or modified in any way to
provide for greater public participation
and understanding, or to assist us in
accommodating public concerns and
comments.

(13) The likelihood of adverse social
reactions to the designation of critical
habitat and how the consequences of
such reactions, if likely to occur, would
relate to the conservation and regulatory
benefits of the proposed critical habitat
designation.

Please include sufficient information
with your submission (such as scientific
journal articles or other publications) to
allow us to verify any scientific or
commercial information you include.
Please note that submissions merely
stating support for or opposition to the
action under consideration without
providing supporting information,
although noted, will not be considered
in making a determination, as section
4(b)(1)(A) of the Act directs that
determinations as to whether any
species is a threatened or endangered
species must be made “‘solely on the
basis of the best scientific and
commercial data available.”

You may submit your comments and
materials concerning this proposed rule
by one of the methods listed in the
ADDRESSES section above. We request
that you send comments only by the
methods described in the ADDRESSES
section.

If you submit information via http://
www.regulations.gov, your entire
submission—including any personal
identifying information—will be posted
on the Web site. If your submission is
made via a hardcopy that includes
personal identifying information, you
may request at the top of your document

that we withhold this information from
public review. However, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to do so.
We will post all hardcopy submissions
on http://www.regulations.gov.

Comments and materials we receive,
as well as supporting documentation we
used in preparing this proposed rule,
will be available for public inspection
on http://www.regulations.gov, or by
appointment, during normal business
hours, at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Western Colorado Field Office
(see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).
You may obtain copies of the proposed
rules on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov at Docket No.
FWS-R6-ES-2012-0108 for the
proposed endangered status for
Gunnison sage-grouse; or Docket No.
FWS-R6-ES-2011-0111 for the
proposed designation of critical habitat
for Gunnison sage-grouse. Copies of the
proposed rules are also available at
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/
species/birds/gunnisonsagegrouse/.

Authority: The authority for this action is
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Dated: March 7, 2013.

Rowan W. Gould,

Deputy Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

[FR Doc. 2013—-05855 Filed 3—-12-13; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P











Gunnison Sage Grouse Festival 2013

Schedule of Events
WSCU University Center

April 13, 2013

WSCU University Center Ballroom:

9am-3pm Festival opens- Exhibits from federal agencies and local conservation organizations,
vendors and kid’s zone

11:30am- Lunch Served (free)

12:20pm- Race Awards

12:30am- Live Raptor Show

11:30am and 1:30pm- Live Music by 18 Mile Radius

3pm- End of Festival

Qutside:

Early: Black Canyon Audubon Society Sage-grouse Viewing opportunity
- 9am- Intro to Birding

11am- 1k, S5k and 10k Trail Running Races

1:30pm- Doggy Distraction Course

WSCU University Center Conference Room:

10am- Christina Santana- Sage Grouse Habitat Improvement Projects on Private Land
10:30- Betsy Neely- TNC Climate Change Resiliency Project

2pm- Nate Seward

2:30- Pat McGee- History of the Gunnison Sage Grouse







From: Bobbie Lucero

To: Bobbie Lucero

Subject: FW: URGENT -- GuSG Festival Newspaper Insert -- TO PROOFREAD
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 9:25:25 AM

Attachments: Insert_Layouts.pdf

From: Haga, Roger G -FS [mailto:rhaga@fs.fed.us]
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 9:22 AM

To: John Messner; Murphy, Kristi; david wiens; Jim Cochran; Eslit, Sonia A -FS; Vasquez, Matthew G -

FS; ken_stahlnecker@nps.gov; Sandy_Snell-Dobert@nps.gov; J.Wenum@state.co.us; Parmeter, Chris;
Nick.Gallowich@state.co.us; Santana, Christina - NRCS, Gunnison, CO; Bove, Chris - NRCS, Gunnison,

CO; 'Sara Phillips'; 'Gary Pierson'; 'Svea Whiting'; pmagee@western.edu; suenavy@gmail.com;
rkaras@gunnison.com; ‘Matt Brown'; 'Frank Kugel'; sdougwashburn@gmail.com;

hiredhand@qgunnisonlegacy.org; erichferchau@gmail.com; gunnycbgoats@gmail.com;
jsellen@western.edu; ‘'Joellen Fonken'; ‘Chris Dickey'; '‘Pamela Christian'; Drew Nelson; Brian St George;

‘Jon Nelson'; theresa_childers@nps.gov; Ellen_Petrick@nps.gov

Cc: caramb22@gmail.com
Subject: URGENT -- GuSG Festival Newspaper Insert -- TO PROOFREAD

Please see attached GUSG Festival Newspaper Insert
It’s a very low resolution PDF to minimize file size; text will be visible but graphics will be fuzzy

Page 1 - front & back cover (event edition)
Page 2 - inside spread (both editions)
Page 3 - front & back cover (non-event edition, a small run of agency handouts for after the event)

Email any changes to me by Friday March 22 at 5pm.
I’'m at a training in Tucson the week of March 18-22.

When | return Saturday March 23 I’'m making changes & sending final PDFs to the printer.

JIM COCHRAN: Please forward to your committee so they can
look at it prior to your meeting next Wednesday!

BRIAN: Kristi says you're the only BLM person looking at this, as she is out.
Thank you,

Roger Haga

Resource Assistant
USDA Forest Service
Gunnison Ranger District
216 N Colorado St
Gunnison CO 81230
(970) 641-0471

FAX (970) 642-4425
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Students protect habitat

Prepare for natural resource careers

YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS (YCC) CREW

through the Western Colorado Conservation Corps

(WCCC) is completing route restoration in the Signal

Peak area near Gunnison, Colorado. The crew is on a
four-week assignment restoring routes by (1) creating visual and
natural barricades, (2) dead planting, (3) transplanting shrubs and
grass, (4) scarifying soil, and (5) planting grass seed in priority
Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat. These methods work. The crew
members are students at Western State Colorado University in
Gunnison. Most major in Environmental Science. The crew leader
is a veteran.

This high priority project allows the BLM to implement the
Gunnison Basin Federal Lands Travel Management Plan which sig-
nificantly supports Gunnison Sage-grouse conservation efforts. The
Gunnison Sage-grouse is a candidate species under the Endangered
Species Act and may be listed as threatened or endangered.

The Signal Peak area is just north of Western State Colorado
University and is a playground for mountain biking, running and
hiking for these students when attending WSCU. Through the YCC
program, these young adults are developing a work ethic based on
hands-on experience in natural resource projects and careers. The
corps members now have first-hand knowledge as to why travel
management implementation is a key to successful Gunnison "
Sage-grouse conservation. Defragmenting grouse habitat signifi- Recent science
cantly enlarges wildlife safety corridors and the species' chances for shows unman aged
survival. When the crew returns to school, they will be able to share
with (and point out to) fellow students the importance of hiking, travel SYStems
riding and running on open designated routes and steering clear of fragment habitat,

Gunnison Sage-
grouse research

A study in uniqueness "

ESEARCHERS CONSIDER SAGE-GROUSE in the Gunnison
basin different from the more widespread Greater Sage-grouse. The
Sage-grouse in Gunnison was proposed as a different species in 2000
y a team of researchers led by Dr. Jessica Young, formerly at West-
ern State Colorado University. The American Ornithological Union accepted
the designation based on a variety of distinguishing traits, including genetics,
body size, plumage and different mating vocalizations.

So, while the two species are similar, it is important to research both spe-
cies. “Research gives us a window into a species’ actions, existence, and use of
their habitat. Research allows us to move forward with meaningful conserva-
tion actions to preserve species and their habitats,” says Young.

“I work with Gunnison Sage-grouse and believe they are the ‘canary in
the coal mine’ of the sagebrush ecosystem,” says Tyler Hicks, a Western State
graduate. Hicks has been involved with several Sage-grouse research projects,
including a study documenting Gunnison
and Greater Sage-grouse sperm character- .
istics, and a project studying the impacts Gunnis ?n S_age-
of human noises at the Waunita Watchable ~ grouse indicate

Wildlife Site, which will hopefully guide sagebrush health
future management of noise levels for . .
and their decline

recreational wildlife viewing. .
Another current noise study is mea- may Slgnal a
suring ambient noise and the introduction g eneral decline

of anthropogenic (man-made) noise and h .
its impact on grouse and lekking behavior. 1N the quallty and

Headed by Dan Piquette at WSCU and qua ntity of sa ge- restored, non-designated routes. a dversely impa ct-
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), this . . .

study is similar to those performed on erSh habltat. Kristi Murphy is an OQutdoor Recreation Planner with BLM Colorado, Ing the Gunnison
Greater Sage-grouse. Piquette says, “T am Gunnison Field Office Sage-g rouse.

learning that every species is different in
how it responds to human and natural environmental factors. Gunnison has a
unique climate and species, worthy of its own research”

Western State Colorado University professor Dr. Pat Magee has coor-
dinated the Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site for over a decade. He is also
researching sagebrush habitat treatment effectss by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement on songbirds, especially those that require healthy sage ecosystems.
Magee’s research will help determine if attempts to restore the sage ecosystem
for grouse are effective, and whether these negatively influence other birds.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife has several active researchers, including Dr.
Mike Phillips. In addition to assessing population dynamics and movement
patterns, Phillips is working on Sage-grouse captive rearing techniques. He is
also attempting to improve population size estimates through genetic samples.

Gunnison Sage-grouse are a beautiful, unique species that should be
studied closely to better understand the bird and its interactions with the
ecosystem. “Their plumage and dances make them one of the most charis-
matic species in the western U.S.,” says Hicks. Magee adds, “I value this species
because it is an amazing, rare and unique work of biological art”

Gunnison Sage-grouse brings together people from varied backgrounds,
such as biologists, recreationists and ranchers in a conservation effort unprece-
dented in the Gunnison Basin. Magee adds, “the bird provides an opportunity
to grow professionally and personally, to work more effectively with others,
to examine my thoughts and perceptions, to stretch my patience and under-
standing, to dig deep and work hard.” Hicks adds, “What I enjoy most about
Sage-grouse research is interacting with the people the birds bring together”

ToP RIGHT: An undesignated route through priority Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat.
ABOVE: Less route, more habitat. WSCU students block and remove the above undesignated route.

Road management improves habitat

IKE HUMANS, WILDLIFE MOVES OVER THE LAND TO ACCESS FOOD, water, and

cover, and to breed and raise their young. Humans use roads to transport people and goods, and

access places and resources. However, the relationship between roads and the natural environ-

ment is complex. Roads facilitate predation, and are barriers to breeding, migration and habitat
quality. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service identified habitat fragmentation, specifically from develop-
ment (roads and other infrastructure), as one of the greatest threats to Gunnison Sage-grouse.

Roads also add noise, visual disturbance and pollutants. Roads provide corridors for predators which
thrive in human-modified landscapes such as coyotes, red foxes, raccoons, and corvids (ravens and crows),
all of which prey on Sage-grouse. This diminishes productivity (nest success and chick survival), especially
if roads access high concentrations of nesting birds. Roads also facilitate the spread of non-native invasive
plant species along roadsides from ground disturbance, introduced road fill, vehicle transport, and road
maintenance. Once established, non-native plants encroach into surrounding areas and degrade habitats.
Sage-grouse depend on a variety of native forbs and associated insects for chick survival, and they use sage-
brush exclusively in winter for food and cover. Invasive plants reduce or eliminate these native plants.

For these reasons and more, some route decommissionings and annual spring road, trail and
area closures and restrictions exist. From March 15 to May 15, many roads and trails in sagebrush
terrain are closed to motorized vehicles to protect soft roadbeds caused by motorists in mud season and
minimize disturbance to Sage-grouse in breeding season. Because Sage-grouse mate on spring mornings,
it is also important in the spring to travel after 9:00 A.m. In some priority habitats, such as the Flat Top
Mountain area north of Gunnison, the closure extends to June 15 to protect Sage-grouse nesting and early
brood-rearing periods. Respecting all seasonal road and trail closures minimizes disturbances in times of
high vulnerability, such as the reproductive season.

Public cooperation is invaluable. Public land management agencies (Gunnison County, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, and the BLM and USDA Forest Service) appreciate the public’s support in respecting
closures implemented under the Gunnison Basin Federal Lands Travel Management Plan. Community
involvement is critical to Gunnison Sage-grouse conservation and overall habitat quality. Together, we
can foster solutions that consider our community’s needs and the needs of local wildlife.

Marcella Fremgen works for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Gunnison County

Do our dogs obey in sage?

UNNISON SAGE-GROUSE ARE UNDER SIEGE BY DOGS.
Leashes are our best option, but we often opt for ‘voice command’
As a dog trainer of 15 years this usually means hollering and hop-
ing they respond. This is unlikely when there are fun things to
chase and smell. What ‘voice command’ should mean is our dog is under con-
trol. We want our dogs to run outdoors, but how can they ignore instinct and
obey us when every step presents another exciting doggy distraction course?

Training is the first answer. Our dogs need a solid base of sit, stay, down
and come, taught in a social situation with distractions. One solution is find-
ing a fun training group or class. In class and at home, trainings should be
filled with treats and praise. A happy dog works out of love and enjoyment,
not fear. The context for ‘come’ should always be positive - don’t use it for bath
time or nail trimmings - it sends mixed signals.

The second answer is leashes, used properly, strengthen
bonds. In a pack hierarchy all dogs have a job and rules to obey.
Dogs understand leashes and are happier with guidelines.

We have more fun with our companions when they know
what we want and expect, and when they know that rewards
are given consistently for obeying. However, when we take our
pooches into Sage-grouse country, we can give no better gift to

Matt Vasquez is USDA Forest Service District Wildlife Biologist in Gunnison

Free maps aid local navigation

) PUZZLE ANSWERS:
local Sage-grouse than a leashed pet, even with our best and S
most well-behaved dogs. They'll get over it! OINTLY-PRODUCED FREE MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL MAPS UGAGS 61 13031 0z
are available to explain new travel management policies on local USDA ;;gﬁlg%is 2 iﬁi; %
Forest Service and BLM Gunnison Basin lands. Key points: UOOISIAIPQNS *T 2ouep ‘91
Drew Nelson owns k-9 TRAINING OF THE WESTERN SLOPE and co-owns & Keep wheeled vehicles on designated motorized roads and trails. 5 ua”{;;gff 6 ‘ugwd"lgl’;zp i
WAGGIN' TAILS DOGGY DAYCARE ¢ PET BOARDING in Gunnison. Drew P2y J L Y€l

. Not all roads and trails are designated motorized routes, ground 159U °g asn013a8es11ea1s 01

is an AKC CANINE GOOD CITIZEN APPROVED EVALUATOR with 15 years signage may or may not exist, and some roads and trails are seasonal. pazaSuepus 3 aFes g
. . . .. X R . . . JeIqRy uosmuuns) *
experience in multiple facets of dog training. He can be reached at drew@ . To see which routes are designated motorized, for what kind of vehicle, 1[;% % 'S)pug g

waggintailsgunnison.com. and in what seasons, get a free current Motor Vehicle Travel Map. umo( SSOIOY
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[Endangered listing possible Life after a listing:
Decision expected September 30, 2013 The bald eagle

N JANUARY 11, 2013, THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE
An endangered species success story

Service proposed to list the Gunnison Sage-grouse
proposed approximately 1.7 million acres of critical habitat for Q LISTING IS NOT THE FIRST CHOICE FOR

- Courtesy Mike Danzenbaker

(Centrocercus minimus) as endangered, and concurrently

the species under the Endangered many community members, but if enacted it might
Species Ac‘t of '1973, as amended. A landmark law - ‘ increas.e cause for }'10pe. Lo'oking locally, one other
Current scientific evidence suggests species found in the Gunnison Basin - the bald eagle -
the Gunnison Sage-grouse is in the Enda ngel‘9d is actually an Endangered Species listing success. When
danger of extinction. The principle Species Act has America adopted its national symbol in 1782, we may have
threat is loss, degradation and . . had as many as 100,000 nesting bald
fragmentation of habitat from Stopped extinction eagles. However, in 1940, the species Listing bald eagles
residential, exurban and commercial  for hundreds of was “threatened with extinction,”
development and its infrastructure imperiled SpECiES and Congress passed the Bald Eagle as endangered
(roads and powerlines). h ti Protection Act, prohibiting killing, accelerated the

By September 30, 2013, the U.S. across the nation. selling or possessing the species. pace of recovery
Fish and Wildlife Service will make However, 23 years after the act was L
a final decision on whether to list passed, only 417 nesting pairs of bald through captive
Gunnison Sage-grouse as an endangered species and designate critical eagles remained. breeding programs,
habitat for the species. If listed, Gunnison Sage-grouse would gain protec- In 1967, taking protection to the reintroduction,
tion under the Endangered Species Act (or ESA), which prohibits the next level, the Secretary of Interior .
“take” (killing, hunting, trapping, capturing, harming, etc.) of listed animals listed bald eagles south of the 40th law enforcement,
and the interstate or international trade of listed species, except under parallel under the Endangered Spe- and nest site
Federal permit. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with landown- cies Protection Act of 1966, and in . g
ers, Tribes, and Federal and State agencies to benefit imperiled species. it the eagle's remarkable recovery protec.tlon durlng
We provide technical assistance in the design of land use projects and began. There are now at least 9,789 breedlng season.
implementation of conservation measures to avoid and minimize impact nesting pairs of bald eagles in the
to these species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's mission is working contiguous U.S.. At these numbers
with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, a they no longer need protection under the Endangered
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. Species Act. On June 28, 2007, the Service announced

The community has implemented a number of measures the recovery of our nation’s symbol and its removal from

to benefit sage-grouse including voluntary conservation agree- America’s list of threatened and endangered species.
ments and conservation easements. Other conservation tools Looking ahead, with or without a listing, we hope the
that may benefit this species include habitat conservation plans, Gunnison Sage-grouse will become another success story —
safe harbor agreements, and conservation banks. For more on conserved, protected and enhanced by the collaboration
these tools, see http://www.fws.gov/endangered/landowners/ of many stakeholders for our continuing mutual benefit.
landowner-tools.html.

Terms to know:

A listing of endangered means
a species is in danger of extinction
throughout all or a significant
portion of its range,

whereas threatened means a
species is believed likely to become
endangered in the foreseeable
future, but it is not currently in
danger of extinction.

For more on the recovery of bald eagles, visit www.fws.gov/migra-
torybirds/BaldEagle.htm. For more on the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Endangered Species Program, visit www.fws.gov/endangered

Charlie Sharp is a Fish and Wildlife Biologist with the Western Colorado Field Office
of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in Grand Junction

Timeline of increasing habitat fragmentation, monitoring and study, partnerships and interventions, and hopeful rebound for the Gunnison Sage-grouse

1853 1872 1879 1950s 1970s 2000 Early 2000s 2010 2011 2013

| | | | | | | | | |
Gunnison  Aranching  City of CDOW begins lek counts  CDOW uses wings Gunnison Local population stable, satellites low Strategic Committee commits  Species Species proposed
Basin community  Gunnison These historic lek counts, donated from hunters Sage-grouse The largest population (Gunnison's 3,800 birds)  to a Candidate Conservation considered  as endangered
explored  emergesin founded, conducted statewideand ~ for demographicstudies  recognized is stable, but lek counts suggest 150 each for Agreement, building on local by USFWSas by USFWS
byUS.Army  the Gunnison facilitating in the Gunnison Basin, First scientific indications by American the other six populations (which limits species  collaborations began in 1997, acandidate  Afinal decision
(aptain Basin with furthersettle- ~ discover lek areas with emerge that Gunnison Ornithological resilience). Strategic Committee forms in 2005.  to avoid, minimize and mitigate ~ for listing is scheduled for
JohnW. the expulsion ~ mentand over 500 males displaying  Sage-grouse are smaller Union as a Audubon Society lists the bird as one of the identified risks from develop- under ESA September 30,
Gunnison.  of the Utes. development. in the Ohio Creek area. than average. distinct species. 10 Most Endangered birds in North America. ment, recreation and grazing. protection. 2013.








Let the good times roll

To put more Zen in your sport and keep the
monkeys off your back, follow these guidelines:

MO'IO (good) ]U—]U (bad)

Dogs on leash.
Wait until 9:00 am.

Disturb wildlife in winter.
Disrespect road closures.

Zen & the art of spring recreation

ATURE HAS A WAY. Not nature like in flowers and rainbows - the

passive nature — but nature in the active sense; the nature we mean

when we say, grimly, “let nature take its course”. That kind of nature

has a way of ensuring an equality; a gritty, ironic means of getting even.
You know - Yin and yang. Good and evil. Mojo and juju.

Life is that way. Call it karma. Take recreating on our public lands for example:
here in the Gunnison Basin we're blessed with thousands of square miles out our
back door where we can hike, hunt, run, camp, fish, climb, ski and bike. That’s a
big Yin. The Yang of it is, we have to make a few small sacrifices in the way we
do our thing. Ain’t no big deal - we just need to go with the flow.

In fact, dodging bad karma is as simple as keeping your dog under control or
respecting road closures. Dude, that’s easier than tying your shoes. And waiting ’til
after 9 a.m. to do your thing earns you another measure of good fortune, cause hey,
the critters that live here, like sage grouse, need time to do their thing too.

Easy enough? You can even help out on a trail work day or other public lands
project to fatten your Mojo against flat tires and twisted ankles, “cause, brothers
and sisters, what goes around comes around.”

to do your thing. Pioneer new routes.

Springtime play areas .
Hiking, biking
trails open .

Gunnison Sage-grouse. After a long winter,

it's also when we want to get out and use the
lower trails. This is a perfect storm - the rush to
enjoy sage-country in the most critical life-stage
for Gunnison Sage-grouse. With the high country ~ «
snowed in, and spring road closures in the lower
elevations in effect between March 15 and May 15
for mud and Sage-grouse, we are limited in our
options. So where can we recreate in spring?

S PRING IS MATING SEASON for our

Grouse numbers stable

50 counters at 82 sites, 4 times in 40 days

ISTORIC LITERATURE AND PIONEER DIARIES ATTEST to the former abundance
of Sage-grouse, citing flocks of thousands. Place names such as Sage Hen Gulch and

Sage Hen Spring run throughout its historic range. Generations of ranchers tell stories
of Sage-grouse killed by the wagonload to feed railroad workers. The Lake City Silver

World reported hundreds harvested by a lone hunter in one day.

Today, the story is different. Sage-grouse are in shorter supply and harder to count. To count
local grouse today, the Gunnison Basin lek survey utilizes fifty counters (from private landowners to

employees from the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, National Park Service, Western State Colorado University, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife)
in a coordinated effort monitoring 82 leks four times each in a 40-day period ending May 10.

Leks are open areas near sagebrush where strutting males display and call to hens. Like the sound
of a pebble dropping in a puddle - “Kaplunk!” — males puff their chests and pop their airsacs. Only
a few males on each lek win the right to breed. Yearlings and most two-year olds are excluded. If a
dominant male lives up to a hen's expectations, the two slip into the brush for better acquaintance.
Some couples mate in plain sight — an activity that helps biologists determine peak breeding season.

How and what we observe

Counters rise at 4:00 AM to arrive at leks early enough before sun-
rise to minimize disturbance. Some leks require extensive hikes or
post-holing through snows. Observers maintain safe distances, us-
ing binoculars and spotting scopes. Counters count grouse every
five minutes and record unusual events, such as disturbance from
predators such as coyotes, foxes and golden eagles. Where leks

are closer to roads and residences, counters record how grouse
respond to passing vehicles, runners and pets at large. Responses
vary, depending on the nature and severity of the disturbance and
hen receptivity. Grouse often flush upon seeing a golden eagle or
other raptor (ending mating activity for the day), whereas a passing
vehicle may only temporarily suspend the action. Herds of deer
and elk, pronghorn, coyotes, and even man’s best friend can cause

Sage-grouse depend
on sagebrush,
which makes survey
efforts difficult.

No game bird is
more intimately
associated with a
single plant group.

grouse to flush, ending count efforts for that morning. As early morning light intensifies, strutting
grouse move back into the sage cover. Once there they may continue to call and display, but typically
they disappear with only occasional glimpses between plants. As strutting subsides, counters tally
their numbers into male, female and unknown. Counters remain on site until the strutting ends.

Determining populations and trends

To move from actual counts to population estimates, research tells us 53% of all males are viewed in
leks and 1.6 females are present for every male counted. To identify population trends, CPW uses a
three-year moving average to mask annual variations in weather, disturbance, and counter experi-
ence. The Gunnison Basin population of Gunnison Sage-grouse is the largest of seven populations

in its range in Colorado and southeast Utah. In 2012, the Gunnison Basin 'high male count’ was 832
(up 69 over previous year). The 'high female count’ was 138 (down 95). Corrected, the 2012 Gunnison
Basin population is estimated at 4,082 birds (up 338). The three-year moving average high male count
for 2010-2012 is 780, up 2.4% from the 2009-2011 average of 762. With a three-year moving average
high male count of 780, the Gunnison Basin population - the largest of the species' seven populations
- is determined to be stable, with a conservative estimate of 3,800 birds.

Nathan Seward is a Wildlife Conservation Biologist with Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Chris Parmeter works for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Gunnison County

VAN TUYL RANCH - This area northwest of Gunnison is
accessed from Char Mar Park and the Gunnison Community
Schools. Because this is not Sage-grouse habitat, the trails on
Van Tuyl Ranch are an excellent place to walk, run or mountain
bike at any time of day from March 15 to May 15.

HARTMAN ROCKS - Once the snow melts and mud dries -
a date that changes each year - the half of Hartman Rocks that's
closest to Gunnison (north of Power Line Road) opens to
wheeled travel. To find out when North Hartmans opens, call the
Gunnison BLM office at (970) 642-4940. The south half of Hart-
man Rocks (south of Power Line Road) remains closed to mountain
bikes and motorized travel a bit longer - until May 15.

SIGNAL PEAK - In this area behind Western State Colorado
University, people hike, run, mountain bike, and walk their dogs.

Because the Contour Trail and Ridgeline Trail traverse Gunnison
Sage-grouse habitat, if you travel here, do so only after 9:00 A.M.
if it's between March 15 and May 15, and keep all dogs on leash.

Landmark grouse book

AVE THE LAST DANCE - A STORY
S OF NORTH AMERICAN GRASSLAND

GROUSE - is a collaboration between award-
winning photographer Noppadol Paothong and
outdoor writer Joel M. Vance. The 204-page book
captures the beauty of seven North American
grouse species, including Gunnison Sage-grouse,
and another species that lost its battle for survival.

With beautiful illustrations of habitat and
range, over 200 photographs, a stirring text, and
conservation steps you can support to protect
Gunnison Sage-grouse, SAVE THE LAST DANCE is
an essential look at the changing dynamics and
evolving viewing opportunities in the prairies,
plains and sagebrush steppes of the American West.

Order weekdays at the Gunnison Ranger District Office
in Gunnison at (970) 641-0471, or check out the book
web page at www.savethelastdance.com

« CURECANTI NATIONAL RECREATION AREA - Curecanti
offers: Pine Creek Trail (2 miles roundtrip). Descend 232 steps

to the historic narrow gauge railroad bed. Fish along the shore of
Morrow Point reservoir or explore the canyon. Dogs are allowed
on leash. Dillon Pinnacles Trail (6 miles roundtrip). This south-
facing slope dries early in spring. Ascend to a viewpoint at the base
of the Dillon Pinnacles overlooking Blue Mesa Reservoir. River-
way, Neversink and Coopers Ranch access the Gunnison River
for fishing, birding and exploring. Riverway and Coopers Ranch
have take-outs for rafts. All areas have restrooms and picnic areas.
Great Blue Herons arrive in spring. Stevens Creek and Dry Creek
are Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat; Stevens Creek Campground
opens May 15. Use open and signed roads and parking areas to ac-
cess the reservoir and keep pets on-leash while using the Blue Mesa
shoreline. Visit Elk Creek Visitor Center or go to www.nps.gov/cure.

Compiled from submissions by Kristi Murphy (Bureau of Land Management) |
Dave Wiens (Gunnison Trails), and Theresa Childers (Curecanti) g
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Four ways kids can help

Walk, ride,
orcycle in
sagebrush
country only
after 9a.m.
Mar 15 - May 15.

Volunteer
& support

rojects
Ezgi.ore

habitat.

. employed for the benefit of Gunnison Sage-grouse

16. What males do at the lek L.

21. A managed livestock activity b

3. Where an animal lives 5%

11. Land divided into parcels to build upon
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View Sage-grouse at a local lek

ISK-A-DEE, A LOCAL NON-PROFIT ESTABLISHED IN 2000, is
S the only organization in the world entirely dedicated to the conservation

of the Gunnison Sage-grouse. Sisk-a-dee’s goal is to promote implementa-
tion of the Gunnison Sage-grouse Conservation Plan in Colorado's Gunnison
Basin, developed in 1995 by land managers, environmentalists, and landown-
ers. The plan includes recreational opportunities to experience and observe
the grouse during spring lekking season.

Your opportunity to see Gunnison Sage-grouse

Since 2001, a unique collaboration between Sisk-a-dee, Western State College,
and Colorado Parks and Wildlife gives the worldwide birding community a
place to view the Gunnison Sage-grouse. To find out how to schedule a grouse
viewing in Sisk-a-dee's wildlife trailer (pictured), visit www.siskadee.org.
Out-of-area visitors to this site help stimulate the local economy by

Gunnison Sage-grouse Watchable Wildlife Program
has observed and help drive increasing interest in and

awareness of local conservation measures being

by visitors, volunteers and community members.

To learn more, visit www.siskadee.org

Our grouse are different!

n the year 2000, scientists named Gunnison
ISage-grouse (Centrocercus minimus) a
different species than Greater Sage-grouse.
This means there are less of 'our' grouse, because
the larger populations of Greater Sage-grouse
can no longer be counted along with Gunnison
Sage-grouse to give us a big total. Although in
pioneer times they were too numerous to count,
there now may be well under 5,000 Gunnison
Sage-grouse left in the world. How is our
Gunnison Sage-grouse different than the Greater
Sage-grouse? There are four main ways:

At 18 to 22 inches long, and 3 to 5 pounds,
the Gunnison Sage-grouse is smaller (just
% the size and weight of the Greater). Other
than the big difference in size, the females of
both species look very similar.

The males of both species have three main
differences. First, the Gunnison males have
longer pointed tail feathers and these
feathers have more white barring.

Next, the males have longer, thicker
filoplumes (special neck feathers neck)
which lay flat except when they raise them
high above their heads when strutting at the
lek (see the Elvis-looking male, below left).
Finally, Gunnison Sage-grouse males have

a more elaborate mating display and

at grouse
make different sounds to attract females.

There are seven populations (or geographically
separated groups) of Gunnison Sage-grouse.

The largest lives in the
Gunnison Basin. The six
other groups live from
southwestern Colorado

to southeastern Utah. The
naming of Gunnison Sage-
grouse as its own species is
something we can be proud
of. Please help support
efforts to keep this part of
our area's unique natural
heritage alive.

Respect
wildlife.
Dogs on
leashes.

Honor
all road,
trail

& area
closures.

Nick Gallowich is a District
Wildlife Manager for Colorado
Parks and Wildlife

Courtesy Nop Paothong

Predator impacts rising

Degrading habitats are a factor

HILE PREDATORS ARE A NATURAL, INTEGRAL and vital part of our Sage-steppe
ecosystem, habitat integrity alters predator impact. In a healthy ecosystem, raptors are a
normal part of the life cycle of Sage-grouse. Each spring, many species of raptors migrate
through the Gunnison Basin, including bald eagles, golden eagles, red-tailed hawks,
northern harriers, rough-leg hawks, ferruginous hawks, rough-legged hawks, Swainson hawks, goshawks,
Cooper's hawks, and sharp-shinned hawks. Several of these inhabit Gunnison year round except in the
harshest winter months. While any raptor can disturb strutting Gunnison Sage-grouse, golden eagles
lead the group, killing on average three Sage-grouse each lekking season (especially strutting males).
Predators influence populations (through mortalities) and behavior (fernales abandoning nests and birds
leaving the lek) - both of which reduce population growth. However, the bigger issue for us is that
vulnerability to predators increases when Sage-grouse habitat can no longer provide adequate protecti

Coping mechanisms may affect counts

Often, strutting male Sage-grouse will flush at the first glimpse
of a large silhouette overhead. But, sometimes grouse are
too enamored and they become prey. Losing a few males
each season usually have little effect on the reproductive potential of the entire
population. However, consistent harassment by increasingly-present eagles
and other raptors increase the stress on Sage-grouse, increasing mortality rates, and conditioning them
to strut at night. Avoiding daylight and flushing (flying) at the first hints of raptors complicates lek
counts, as do the normal challenges associated with viewing in low early-morning light and in bad
weather. All of these factors can lead to more conservative (or variable) population estimates.

Habitat quality and survival

Habitat is a natural buffer against predation. In a high-quality habitat, Sage-grouse typically avoid
predators through cryptic plumage and behavioral adaptations such as crouching in vegetation

and flying from threats. However, when vegetative cover is inadequate, Sage-grouse are more visible

to yaptor and mammalian predators, and the additional contacts increase stress and mortality. Worse,
land fragmented by roads and trails creates new travel corridors for land-based predators. Fences,
telephone poles and other structures create new raptor perching spots. Lower and/or thinner
_Arégetation increases the visibility of Sage-grouse to all predators. As development increases, so does
fragmentation and predation. Conservation measures provide an answer. Habitat management to
increase shrub and grass cover and decrease fragmentation and perching sites can make life easier for
Gunnison Sage-grouse. With their numbers threatened, it could mean the difference between survival
and extinction.

Marcella Fremgen and Nate Seward work for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Gunnison County

Warming continuing

Drives wetland resiliency projects

HE CLIMATE OF THE SOUTHWESTERN U.S. has warmed a few degrees and is projected

to continue warming in coming decades. In Colorado, we are experiencing larger and more se-

vere wildfires, increased drought, and earlier snowmelt. Scientists tell us to expect longer, hotter

summer heat waves, smaller late-season snowpacks, declines in river flow and soil moisture, and
hotter and more frequent droughts. This puts people, plants, animals and habitats at risk. In this mix, the
Gunnison Sage-grouse, one of the rarest species in North America, is facing federal listing as endangered.

But so are Gunnison Basin livelihoods such as ranching and recreation, as they require healthy

ecosystems too. If our habitats fail, ranchers may lose key grazing lands for livestock and big game. To
preserve our way of life, we must address these impacts, reducing adverse effects of climate change for
grouse and other wildlife, improving overall health of our lands, waters, recreation and ranching.

And so it begins
The Gunnison Climate Working Group, made up of land and water managers, planners, researchers,
ranchers and landowners, is collaborating to reduce the adverse effects of climate change on nature and
people in the Gunnison Basin. This project is coordinated by the Nature Conservancy and is part of the
Southwest Climate Change Initiative, a partnership to help natural resource managers understand and
respond to change across the Four Corner states.

Improving habitat The GUHHISOTP
Brood-rearing wetland habitat for Gunnison Sage-grouse is Sage'g rouseis
adversely affected by erosion and lowered water tables, and |osing critical

intensifies with increasing drought, erosion from rainstorms, and
habitat shifting to higher elevations in a warming climate, which
diminishes food and chick survival.

wet meadow and
stream habitat to

You can volunteer! raise Its young.
The Working Group is taking action, using simple restoration Set aside a day
methods designed by restoration expert Bill Zeedyk, author . .

of the Let the Water Do the Work: Induced Meandering, to Jjoin the work
an Evolving Method for Restoring Incised Channels (2012). group during the
We place these rock strucFures in sma.ll drainages and week of JUIy 8,
wet meadows to help retain moisture in stream banks, .

increase wet-loving plants and insects, and create late or pi ck another
brood-rearing habitat for Gunnison Sage-grouse. This local project I

also improves elk and deer winter range and nesting habitat for neo-
tropical migratory birds, and increases forage for livestock.

Last Fall, Working Group partners — with the help of landowners, ranchers, community members,
college and high school students, and volunteers like you - built over 100 rock structures in critical habitat
areas. We will monitor response and share methods so they can be applied across similar sagebrush eco-
systems in the Gunnison Basin and the West.

This summer, the Working Group plans to complete restoration work on private lands and expand
onto nearby public lands with help from field crews, youth corps and volunteers. Roll up your sleeves
and join these volunteer days starting the week of July 8. For information on the Gunnison Climate
Working Group, Southwest Climate Change Initiative, and to volunteer for one or more work days, con-
tact Betsy Neely at bneely@tnc.org.

Betsy Neely is with the Nature Conservancy in Boulder, Colorado. This pilot project is funded by Colorado Parks and Wild-
life, Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District, Wildlife Conservation Society, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
and The Nature Conservancy. We especially thank the private landowners and ranchers for making this project possible.
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Students protect habitat

Prepare for natural resource careers

YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS (YCC) CREW

through the Western Colorado Conservation Corps

(WCCC) is completing route restoration in the Signal

Peak area near Gunnison, Colorado. The crew is on a
four-week assignment restoring routes by (1) creating visual and
natural barricades, (2) dead planting, (3) transplanting shrubs and
grass, (4) scarifying soil, and (5) planting grass seed in priority
Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat. These methods work. The crew
members are students at Western State Colorado University in
Gunnison. Most major in Environmental Science. The crew leader
is a veteran.

This high priority project allows the BLM to implement the
Gunnison Basin Federal Lands Travel Management Plan which sig-
nificantly supports Gunnison Sage-grouse conservation efforts. The
Gunnison Sage-grouse is a candidate species under the Endangered
Species Act and may be listed as threatened or endangered.

The Signal Peak area is just north of Western State Colorado
University and is a playground for mountain biking, running and
hiking for these students when attending WSCU. Through the YCC
program, these young adults are developing a work ethic based on
hands-on experience in natural resource projects and careers. The
corps members now have first-hand knowledge as to why travel
management implementation is a key to successful Gunnison "
Sage-grouse conservation. Defragmenting grouse habitat signifi- Recent science
cantly enlarges wildlife safety corridors and the species' chances for shows unman aged
survival. When the crew returns to school, they will be able to share
with (and point out to) fellow students the importance of hiking, travel SYStems
riding and running on open designated routes and steering clear of fragment habitat,

Gunnison Sage-
grouse research

A study in uniqueness "

ESEARCHERS CONSIDER SAGE-GROUSE in the Gunnison
basin different from the more widespread Greater Sage-grouse. The
Sage-grouse in Gunnison was proposed as a different species in 2000
y a team of researchers led by Dr. Jessica Young, formerly at West-
ern State Colorado University. The American Ornithological Union accepted
the designation based on a variety of distinguishing traits, including genetics,
body size, plumage and different mating vocalizations.

So, while the two species are similar, it is important to research both spe-
cies. “Research gives us a window into a species’ actions, existence, and use of
their habitat. Research allows us to move forward with meaningful conserva-
tion actions to preserve species and their habitats,” says Young.

“I work with Gunnison Sage-grouse and believe they are the ‘canary in
the coal mine’ of the sagebrush ecosystem,” says Tyler Hicks, a Western State
graduate. Hicks has been involved with several Sage-grouse research projects,
including a study documenting Gunnison
and Greater Sage-grouse sperm character- .
istics, and a project studying the impacts Gunnis ?n S_age-
of human noises at the Waunita Watchable ~ grouse indicate

Wildlife Site, which will hopefully guide sagebrush health
future management of noise levels for . .
and their decline

recreational wildlife viewing. .
Another current noise study is mea- may Slgnal a
suring ambient noise and the introduction g eneral decline

of anthropogenic (man-made) noise and h .
its impact on grouse and lekking behavior. 1N the quallty and

Headed by Dan Piquette at WSCU and qua ntity of sa ge- restored, non-designated routes. a dversely impa ct-
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), this . . .

study is similar to those performed on erSh habltat. Kristi Murphy is an OQutdoor Recreation Planner with BLM Colorado, Ing the Gunnison
Greater Sage-grouse. Piquette says, “T am Gunnison Field Office Sage-g rouse.

learning that every species is different in
how it responds to human and natural environmental factors. Gunnison has a
unique climate and species, worthy of its own research”

Western State Colorado University professor Dr. Pat Magee has coor-
dinated the Waunita Watchable Wildlife Site for over a decade. He is also
researching sagebrush habitat treatment effectss by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement on songbirds, especially those that require healthy sage ecosystems.
Magee’s research will help determine if attempts to restore the sage ecosystem
for grouse are effective, and whether these negatively influence other birds.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife has several active researchers, including Dr.
Mike Phillips. In addition to assessing population dynamics and movement
patterns, Phillips is working on Sage-grouse captive rearing techniques. He is
also attempting to improve population size estimates through genetic samples.

Gunnison Sage-grouse are a beautiful, unique species that should be
studied closely to better understand the bird and its interactions with the
ecosystem. “Their plumage and dances make them one of the most charis-
matic species in the western U.S.,” says Hicks. Magee adds, “I value this species
because it is an amazing, rare and unique work of biological art”

Gunnison Sage-grouse brings together people from varied backgrounds,
such as biologists, recreationists and ranchers in a conservation effort unprece-
dented in the Gunnison Basin. Magee adds, “the bird provides an opportunity
to grow professionally and personally, to work more effectively with others,
to examine my thoughts and perceptions, to stretch my patience and under-
standing, to dig deep and work hard.” Hicks adds, “What I enjoy most about
Sage-grouse research is interacting with the people the birds bring together”

ToP RIGHT: An undesignated route through priority Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat.
ABOVE: Less route, more habitat. WSCU students block and remove the above undesignated route.

Road management improves habitat

IKE HUMANS, WILDLIFE MOVES OVER THE LAND TO ACCESS FOOD, water, and

cover, and to breed and raise their young. Humans use roads to transport people and goods, and

access places and resources. However, the relationship between roads and the natural environ-

ment is complex. Roads facilitate predation, and are barriers to breeding, migration and habitat
quality. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service identified habitat fragmentation, specifically from develop-
ment (roads and other infrastructure), as one of the greatest threats to Gunnison Sage-grouse.

Roads also add noise, visual disturbance and pollutants. Roads provide corridors for predators which
thrive in human-modified landscapes such as coyotes, red foxes, raccoons, and corvids (ravens and crows),
all of which prey on Sage-grouse. This diminishes productivity (nest success and chick survival), especially
if roads access high concentrations of nesting birds. Roads also facilitate the spread of non-native invasive
plant species along roadsides from ground disturbance, introduced road fill, vehicle transport, and road
maintenance. Once established, non-native plants encroach into surrounding areas and degrade habitats.
Sage-grouse depend on a variety of native forbs and associated insects for chick survival, and they use sage-
brush exclusively in winter for food and cover. Invasive plants reduce or eliminate these native plants.

For these reasons and more, some route decommissionings and annual spring road, trail and
area closures and restrictions exist. From March 15 to May 15, many roads and trails in sagebrush
terrain are closed to motorized vehicles to protect soft roadbeds caused by motorists in mud season and
minimize disturbance to Sage-grouse in breeding season. Because Sage-grouse mate on spring mornings,
it is also important in the spring to travel after 9:00 A.m. In some priority habitats, such as the Flat Top
Mountain area north of Gunnison, the closure extends to June 15 to protect Sage-grouse nesting and early
brood-rearing periods. Respecting all seasonal road and trail closures minimizes disturbances in times of
high vulnerability, such as the reproductive season.

Public cooperation is invaluable. Public land management agencies (Gunnison County, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, and the BLM and USDA Forest Service) appreciate the public’s support in respecting
closures implemented under the Gunnison Basin Federal Lands Travel Management Plan. Community
involvement is critical to Gunnison Sage-grouse conservation and overall habitat quality. Together, we
can foster solutions that consider our community’s needs and the needs of local wildlife.

Marcella Fremgen works for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Gunnison County

Do our dogs obey in sage?

UNNISON SAGE-GROUSE ARE UNDER SIEGE BY DOGS.
Leashes are our best option, but we often opt for ‘voice command’
As a dog trainer of 15 years this usually means hollering and hop-
ing they respond. This is unlikely when there are fun things to
chase and smell. What ‘voice command’ should mean is our dog is under con-
trol. We want our dogs to run outdoors, but how can they ignore instinct and
obey us when every step presents another exciting doggy distraction course?

Training is the first answer. Our dogs need a solid base of sit, stay, down
and come, taught in a social situation with distractions. One solution is find-
ing a fun training group or class. In class and at home, trainings should be
filled with treats and praise. A happy dog works out of love and enjoyment,
not fear. The context for ‘come’ should always be positive - don’t use it for bath
time or nail trimmings - it sends mixed signals.

The second answer is leashes, used properly, strengthen
bonds. In a pack hierarchy all dogs have a job and rules to obey.
Dogs understand leashes and are happier with guidelines.

We have more fun with our companions when they know
what we want and expect, and when they know that rewards
are given consistently for obeying. However, when we take our
pooches into Sage-grouse country, we can give no better gift to

Matt Vasquez is USDA Forest Service District Wildlife Biologist in Gunnison

Free maps aid local navigation

) PUZZLE ANSWERS:
local Sage-grouse than a leashed pet, even with our best and S
most well-behaved dogs. They'll get over it! OINTLY-PRODUCED FREE MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL MAPS UGAGS 61 13031 0z
are available to explain new travel management policies on local USDA ;;gﬁlg%is 2 iﬁi; %
Forest Service and BLM Gunnison Basin lands. Key points: UOOISIAIPQNS *T 2ouep ‘91
Drew Nelson owns k-9 TRAINING OF THE WESTERN SLOPE and co-owns & Keep wheeled vehicles on designated motorized roads and trails. 5 ua”{;;gff 6 ‘ugwd"lgl’;zp i
WAGGIN' TAILS DOGGY DAYCARE ¢ PET BOARDING in Gunnison. Drew P2y J L Y€l

. Not all roads and trails are designated motorized routes, ground 159U °g asn013a8es11ea1s 01

is an AKC CANINE GOOD CITIZEN APPROVED EVALUATOR with 15 years signage may or may not exist, and some roads and trails are seasonal. pazaSuepus 3 aFes g
. . . .. X R . . . JeIqRy uosmuuns) *
experience in multiple facets of dog training. He can be reached at drew@ . To see which routes are designated motorized, for what kind of vehicle, 1[;% % 'S)pug g

waggintailsgunnison.com. and in what seasons, get a free current Motor Vehicle Travel Map. umo( SSOIOY

VOL. 3, NO. 1 BENEFITING GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE CONSERVATION EDUCATION & EFFORTS ON LOCAL PRIVATE & PUBLIC LANDS FREE

View grouse at local lek » 3

Th

ZEN & THE ART OF SPRING RECREATION » 2 LANDMARK GROUSE BOOK » 2 WORDPUZZLE» 2 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES » 3 ROAD MANAGEMENT IMPROVES HABITAT » 4 DOGS IN SAGE » 4

WSCU students protect habitat » 4

ol 0 M g g S
SR S TR T

N .

T i .
- ~ KEEPING THE DANCE ALIVE:
i
: Two Gunnison Sage-grouse court
in sage in early morning light

; e
. : I g

[Endangered listing possible Life after a listing:
Decision expected September 30, 2013 The bald eagle

N JANUARY 11, 2013, THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE
An endangered species success story

Service proposed to list the Gunnison Sage-grouse
proposed approximately 1.7 million acres of critical habitat for Q LISTING IS NOT THE FIRST CHOICE FOR

- Courtesy Mike Danzenbaker

(Centrocercus minimus) as endangered, and concurrently

the species under the Endangered many community members, but if enacted it might
Species Ac‘t of '1973, as amended. A landmark law - ‘ increas.e cause for }'10pe. Lo'oking locally, one other
Current scientific evidence suggests species found in the Gunnison Basin - the bald eagle -
the Gunnison Sage-grouse is in the Enda ngel‘9d is actually an Endangered Species listing success. When
danger of extinction. The principle Species Act has America adopted its national symbol in 1782, we may have
threat is loss, degradation and . . had as many as 100,000 nesting bald
fragmentation of habitat from Stopped extinction eagles. However, in 1940, the species Listing bald eagles
residential, exurban and commercial  for hundreds of was “threatened with extinction,”
development and its infrastructure imperiled SpECiES and Congress passed the Bald Eagle as endangered
(roads and powerlines). h ti Protection Act, prohibiting killing, accelerated the

By September 30, 2013, the U.S. across the nation. selling or possessing the species. pace of recovery
Fish and Wildlife Service will make However, 23 years after the act was L
a final decision on whether to list passed, only 417 nesting pairs of bald through captive
Gunnison Sage-grouse as an endangered species and designate critical eagles remained. breeding programs,
habitat for the species. If listed, Gunnison Sage-grouse would gain protec- In 1967, taking protection to the reintroduction,
tion under the Endangered Species Act (or ESA), which prohibits the next level, the Secretary of Interior .
“take” (killing, hunting, trapping, capturing, harming, etc.) of listed animals listed bald eagles south of the 40th law enforcement,
and the interstate or international trade of listed species, except under parallel under the Endangered Spe- and nest site
Federal permit. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with landown- cies Protection Act of 1966, and in . g
ers, Tribes, and Federal and State agencies to benefit imperiled species. it the eagle's remarkable recovery protec.tlon durlng
We provide technical assistance in the design of land use projects and began. There are now at least 9,789 breedlng season.
implementation of conservation measures to avoid and minimize impact nesting pairs of bald eagles in the
to these species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's mission is working contiguous U.S.. At these numbers
with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, a they no longer need protection under the Endangered
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. Species Act. On June 28, 2007, the Service announced

The community has implemented a number of measures the recovery of our nation’s symbol and its removal from

to benefit sage-grouse including voluntary conservation agree- America’s list of threatened and endangered species.
ments and conservation easements. Other conservation tools Looking ahead, with or without a listing, we hope the
that may benefit this species include habitat conservation plans, Gunnison Sage-grouse will become another success story —
safe harbor agreements, and conservation banks. For more on conserved, protected and enhanced by the collaboration
these tools, see http://www.fws.gov/endangered/landowners/ of many stakeholders for our continuing mutual benefit.
landowner-tools.html.

Terms to know:

A listing of endangered means
a species is in danger of extinction
throughout all or a significant
portion of its range,

whereas threatened means a
species is believed likely to become
endangered in the foreseeable
future, but it is not currently in
danger of extinction.

For more on the recovery of bald eagles, visit www.fws.gov/migra-
torybirds/BaldEagle.htm. For more on the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Endangered Species Program, visit www.fws.gov/endangered

Charlie Sharp is a Fish and Wildlife Biologist with the Western Colorado Field Office
of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in Grand Junction

Timeline of increasing habitat fragmentation, monitoring and study, partnerships and interventions, and hopeful rebound for the Gunnison Sage-grouse

1853 1872 1879 1950s 1970s 2000 Early 2000s 2010 2011 2013

| | | | | | | | | |
Gunnison  Aranching  City of CDOW begins lek counts  CDOW uses wings Gunnison Local population stable, satellites low Strategic Committee commits  Species Species proposed
Basin community  Gunnison These historic lek counts, donated from hunters Sage-grouse The largest population (Gunnison's 3,800 birds)  to a Candidate Conservation considered  as endangered
explored  emergesin founded, conducted statewideand ~ for demographicstudies  recognized is stable, but lek counts suggest 150 each for Agreement, building on local by USFWSas by USFWS
byUS.Army  the Gunnison facilitating in the Gunnison Basin, First scientific indications by American the other six populations (which limits species  collaborations began in 1997, acandidate  Afinal decision
(aptain Basin with furthersettle- ~ discover lek areas with emerge that Gunnison Ornithological resilience). Strategic Committee forms in 2005.  to avoid, minimize and mitigate ~ for listing is scheduled for
JohnW. the expulsion ~ mentand over 500 males displaying  Sage-grouse are smaller Union as a Audubon Society lists the bird as one of the identified risks from develop- under ESA September 30,
Gunnison.  of the Utes. development. in the Ohio Creek area. than average. distinct species. 10 Most Endangered birds in North America. ment, recreation and grazing. protection. 2013.






Let the good times roll

To put more Zen in your sport and keep the
monkeys off your back, follow these guidelines:

MO'IO (good) ]U—]U (bad)

Dogs on leash.
Wait until 9:00 am.

Disturb wildlife in winter.
Disrespect road closures.

Zen & the art of spring recreation

ATURE HAS A WAY. Not nature like in flowers and rainbows - the

passive nature — but nature in the active sense; the nature we mean

when we say, grimly, “let nature take its course”. That kind of nature

has a way of ensuring an equality; a gritty, ironic means of getting even.
You know - Yin and yang. Good and evil. Mojo and juju.

Life is that way. Call it karma. Take recreating on our public lands for example:
here in the Gunnison Basin we're blessed with thousands of square miles out our
back door where we can hike, hunt, run, camp, fish, climb, ski and bike. That’s a
big Yin. The Yang of it is, we have to make a few small sacrifices in the way we
do our thing. Ain’t no big deal - we just need to go with the flow.

In fact, dodging bad karma is as simple as keeping your dog under control or
respecting road closures. Dude, that’s easier than tying your shoes. And waiting ’til
after 9 a.m. to do your thing earns you another measure of good fortune, cause hey,
the critters that live here, like sage grouse, need time to do their thing too.

Easy enough? You can even help out on a trail work day or other public lands
project to fatten your Mojo against flat tires and twisted ankles, “cause, brothers
and sisters, what goes around comes around.”

to do your thing. Pioneer new routes.

Springtime play areas .
Hiking, biking
trails open .

Gunnison Sage-grouse. After a long winter,

it's also when we want to get out and use the
lower trails. This is a perfect storm - the rush to
enjoy sage-country in the most critical life-stage
for Gunnison Sage-grouse. With the high country ~ «
snowed in, and spring road closures in the lower
elevations in effect between March 15 and May 15
for mud and Sage-grouse, we are limited in our
options. So where can we recreate in spring?

S PRING IS MATING SEASON for our

Grouse numbers stable

50 counters at 82 sites, 4 times in 40 days

ISTORIC LITERATURE AND PIONEER DIARIES ATTEST to the former abundance
of Sage-grouse, citing flocks of thousands. Place names such as Sage Hen Gulch and

Sage Hen Spring run throughout its historic range. Generations of ranchers tell stories
of Sage-grouse killed by the wagonload to feed railroad workers. The Lake City Silver

World reported hundreds harvested by a lone hunter in one day.

Today, the story is different. Sage-grouse are in shorter supply and harder to count. To count
local grouse today, the Gunnison Basin lek survey utilizes fifty counters (from private landowners to

employees from the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, National Park Service, Western State Colorado University, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife)
in a coordinated effort monitoring 82 leks four times each in a 40-day period ending May 10.

Leks are open areas near sagebrush where strutting males display and call to hens. Like the sound
of a pebble dropping in a puddle - “Kaplunk!” — males puff their chests and pop their airsacs. Only
a few males on each lek win the right to breed. Yearlings and most two-year olds are excluded. If a
dominant male lives up to a hen's expectations, the two slip into the brush for better acquaintance.
Some couples mate in plain sight — an activity that helps biologists determine peak breeding season.

How and what we observe

Counters rise at 4:00 AM to arrive at leks early enough before sun-
rise to minimize disturbance. Some leks require extensive hikes or
post-holing through snows. Observers maintain safe distances, us-
ing binoculars and spotting scopes. Counters count grouse every
five minutes and record unusual events, such as disturbance from
predators such as coyotes, foxes and golden eagles. Where leks

are closer to roads and residences, counters record how grouse
respond to passing vehicles, runners and pets at large. Responses
vary, depending on the nature and severity of the disturbance and
hen receptivity. Grouse often flush upon seeing a golden eagle or
other raptor (ending mating activity for the day), whereas a passing
vehicle may only temporarily suspend the action. Herds of deer
and elk, pronghorn, coyotes, and even man’s best friend can cause

Sage-grouse depend
on sagebrush,
which makes survey
efforts difficult.

No game bird is
more intimately
associated with a
single plant group.

grouse to flush, ending count efforts for that morning. As early morning light intensifies, strutting
grouse move back into the sage cover. Once there they may continue to call and display, but typically
they disappear with only occasional glimpses between plants. As strutting subsides, counters tally
their numbers into male, female and unknown. Counters remain on site until the strutting ends.

Determining populations and trends

To move from actual counts to population estimates, research tells us 53% of all males are viewed in
leks and 1.6 females are present for every male counted. To identify population trends, CPW uses a
three-year moving average to mask annual variations in weather, disturbance, and counter experi-
ence. The Gunnison Basin population of Gunnison Sage-grouse is the largest of seven populations

in its range in Colorado and southeast Utah. In 2012, the Gunnison Basin 'high male count’ was 832
(up 69 over previous year). The 'high female count’ was 138 (down 95). Corrected, the 2012 Gunnison
Basin population is estimated at 4,082 birds (up 338). The three-year moving average high male count
for 2010-2012 is 780, up 2.4% from the 2009-2011 average of 762. With a three-year moving average
high male count of 780, the Gunnison Basin population - the largest of the species' seven populations
- is determined to be stable, with a conservative estimate of 3,800 birds.

Nathan Seward is a Wildlife Conservation Biologist with Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Chris Parmeter works for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Gunnison County

VAN TUYL RANCH - This area northwest of Gunnison is
accessed from Char Mar Park and the Gunnison Community
Schools. Because this is not Sage-grouse habitat, the trails on
Van Tuyl Ranch are an excellent place to walk, run or mountain
bike at any time of day from March 15 to May 15.

HARTMAN ROCKS - Once the snow melts and mud dries -
a date that changes each year - the half of Hartman Rocks that's
closest to Gunnison (north of Power Line Road) opens to
wheeled travel. To find out when North Hartmans opens, call the
Gunnison BLM office at (970) 642-4940. The south half of Hart-
man Rocks (south of Power Line Road) remains closed to mountain
bikes and motorized travel a bit longer - until May 15.

SIGNAL PEAK - In this area behind Western State Colorado
University, people hike, run, mountain bike, and walk their dogs.

Because the Contour Trail and Ridgeline Trail traverse Gunnison
Sage-grouse habitat, if you travel here, do so only after 9:00 A.M.
if it's between March 15 and May 15, and keep all dogs on leash.

Landmark grouse book

AVE THE LAST DANCE - A STORY
S OF NORTH AMERICAN GRASSLAND

GROUSE - is a collaboration between award-
winning photographer Noppadol Paothong and
outdoor writer Joel M. Vance. The 204-page book
captures the beauty of seven North American
grouse species, including Gunnison Sage-grouse,
and another species that lost its battle for survival.

With beautiful illustrations of habitat and
range, over 200 photographs, a stirring text, and
conservation steps you can support to protect
Gunnison Sage-grouse, SAVE THE LAST DANCE is
an essential look at the changing dynamics and
evolving viewing opportunities in the prairies,
plains and sagebrush steppes of the American West.

Order weekdays at the Gunnison Ranger District Office
in Gunnison at (970) 641-0471, or check out the book
web page at www.savethelastdance.com

« CURECANTI NATIONAL RECREATION AREA - Curecanti
offers: Pine Creek Trail (2 miles roundtrip). Descend 232 steps

to the historic narrow gauge railroad bed. Fish along the shore of
Morrow Point reservoir or explore the canyon. Dogs are allowed
on leash. Dillon Pinnacles Trail (6 miles roundtrip). This south-
facing slope dries early in spring. Ascend to a viewpoint at the base
of the Dillon Pinnacles overlooking Blue Mesa Reservoir. River-
way, Neversink and Coopers Ranch access the Gunnison River
for fishing, birding and exploring. Riverway and Coopers Ranch
have take-outs for rafts. All areas have restrooms and picnic areas.
Great Blue Herons arrive in spring. Stevens Creek and Dry Creek
are Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat; Stevens Creek Campground
opens May 15. Use open and signed roads and parking areas to ac-
cess the reservoir and keep pets on-leash while using the Blue Mesa
shoreline. Visit Elk Creek Visitor Center or go to www.nps.gov/cure.

Compiled from submissions by Kristi Murphy (Bureau of Land Management) |
Dave Wiens (Gunnison Trails), and Theresa Childers (Curecanti) g
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Four ways kids can help

Walk, ride,
orcycle in
sagebrush
country only
after 9a.m.
Mar 15 - May 15.

Volunteer
& support

rojects
Ezgi.ore

habitat.

. employed for the benefit of Gunnison Sage-grouse
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21. A managed livestock activity b

3. Where an animal lives 5%

11. Land divided into parcels to build upon
12. Primary habitat component

19. Number of remaining populations

View Sage-grouse at a local lek

ISK-A-DEE, A LOCAL NON-PROFIT ESTABLISHED IN 2000, is
S the only organization in the world entirely dedicated to the conservation

of the Gunnison Sage-grouse. Sisk-a-dee’s goal is to promote implementa-
tion of the Gunnison Sage-grouse Conservation Plan in Colorado's Gunnison
Basin, developed in 1995 by land managers, environmentalists, and landown-
ers. The plan includes recreational opportunities to experience and observe
the grouse during spring lekking season.

Your opportunity to see Gunnison Sage-grouse

Since 2001, a unique collaboration between Sisk-a-dee, Western State College,
and Colorado Parks and Wildlife gives the worldwide birding community a
place to view the Gunnison Sage-grouse. To find out how to schedule a grouse
viewing in Sisk-a-dee's wildlife trailer (pictured), visit www.siskadee.org.
Out-of-area visitors to this site help stimulate the local economy by

Gunnison Sage-grouse Watchable Wildlife Program
has observed and help drive increasing interest in and

awareness of local conservation measures being

by visitors, volunteers and community members.

To learn more, visit www.siskadee.org

Our grouse are different!

n the year 2000, scientists named Gunnison
ISage-grouse (Centrocercus minimus) a
different species than Greater Sage-grouse.
This means there are less of 'our' grouse, because
the larger populations of Greater Sage-grouse
can no longer be counted along with Gunnison
Sage-grouse to give us a big total. Although in
pioneer times they were too numerous to count,
there now may be well under 5,000 Gunnison
Sage-grouse left in the world. How is our
Gunnison Sage-grouse different than the Greater
Sage-grouse? There are four main ways:

At 18 to 22 inches long, and 3 to 5 pounds,
the Gunnison Sage-grouse is smaller (just
% the size and weight of the Greater). Other
than the big difference in size, the females of
both species look very similar.

The males of both species have three main
differences. First, the Gunnison males have
longer pointed tail feathers and these
feathers have more white barring.

Next, the males have longer, thicker
filoplumes (special neck feathers neck)
which lay flat except when they raise them
high above their heads when strutting at the
lek (see the Elvis-looking male, below left).
Finally, Gunnison Sage-grouse males have

a more elaborate mating display and

at grouse
make different sounds to attract females.

There are seven populations (or geographically
separated groups) of Gunnison Sage-grouse.

The largest lives in the
Gunnison Basin. The six
other groups live from
southwestern Colorado

to southeastern Utah. The
naming of Gunnison Sage-
grouse as its own species is
something we can be proud
of. Please help support
efforts to keep this part of
our area's unique natural
heritage alive.

Respect
wildlife.
Dogs on
leashes.

Honor
all road,
trail

& area
closures.

Nick Gallowich is a District
Wildlife Manager for Colorado
Parks and Wildlife

Courtesy Nop Paothong

Predator impacts rising

Degrading habitats are a factor

HILE PREDATORS ARE A NATURAL, INTEGRAL and vital part of our Sage-steppe
ecosystem, habitat integrity alters predator impact. In a healthy ecosystem, raptors are a
normal part of the life cycle of Sage-grouse. Each spring, many species of raptors migrate
through the Gunnison Basin, including bald eagles, golden eagles, red-tailed hawks,
northern harriers, rough-leg hawks, ferruginous hawks, rough-legged hawks, Swainson hawks, goshawks,
Cooper's hawks, and sharp-shinned hawks. Several of these inhabit Gunnison year round except in the
harshest winter months. While any raptor can disturb strutting Gunnison Sage-grouse, golden eagles
lead the group, killing on average three Sage-grouse each lekking season (especially strutting males).
Predators influence populations (through mortalities) and behavior (fernales abandoning nests and birds
leaving the lek) - both of which reduce population growth. However, the bigger issue for us is that
vulnerability to predators increases when Sage-grouse habitat can no longer provide adequate protecti

Coping mechanisms may affect counts

Often, strutting male Sage-grouse will flush at the first glimpse
of a large silhouette overhead. But, sometimes grouse are
too enamored and they become prey. Losing a few males
each season usually have little effect on the reproductive potential of the entire
population. However, consistent harassment by increasingly-present eagles
and other raptors increase the stress on Sage-grouse, increasing mortality rates, and conditioning them
to strut at night. Avoiding daylight and flushing (flying) at the first hints of raptors complicates lek
counts, as do the normal challenges associated with viewing in low early-morning light and in bad
weather. All of these factors can lead to more conservative (or variable) population estimates.

Habitat quality and survival

Habitat is a natural buffer against predation. In a high-quality habitat, Sage-grouse typically avoid
predators through cryptic plumage and behavioral adaptations such as crouching in vegetation

and flying from threats. However, when vegetative cover is inadequate, Sage-grouse are more visible

to yaptor and mammalian predators, and the additional contacts increase stress and mortality. Worse,
land fragmented by roads and trails creates new travel corridors for land-based predators. Fences,
telephone poles and other structures create new raptor perching spots. Lower and/or thinner
_Arégetation increases the visibility of Sage-grouse to all predators. As development increases, so does
fragmentation and predation. Conservation measures provide an answer. Habitat management to
increase shrub and grass cover and decrease fragmentation and perching sites can make life easier for
Gunnison Sage-grouse. With their numbers threatened, it could mean the difference between survival
and extinction.

Marcella Fremgen and Nate Seward work for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Gunnison County

Warming continuing

Drives wetland resiliency projects

HE CLIMATE OF THE SOUTHWESTERN U.S. has warmed a few degrees and is projected

to continue warming in coming decades. In Colorado, we are experiencing larger and more se-

vere wildfires, increased drought, and earlier snowmelt. Scientists tell us to expect longer, hotter

summer heat waves, smaller late-season snowpacks, declines in river flow and soil moisture, and
hotter and more frequent droughts. This puts people, plants, animals and habitats at risk. In this mix, the
Gunnison Sage-grouse, one of the rarest species in North America, is facing federal listing as endangered.

But so are Gunnison Basin livelihoods such as ranching and recreation, as they require healthy

ecosystems too. If our habitats fail, ranchers may lose key grazing lands for livestock and big game. To
preserve our way of life, we must address these impacts, reducing adverse effects of climate change for
grouse and other wildlife, improving overall health of our lands, waters, recreation and ranching.

And so it begins
The Gunnison Climate Working Group, made up of land and water managers, planners, researchers,
ranchers and landowners, is collaborating to reduce the adverse effects of climate change on nature and
people in the Gunnison Basin. This project is coordinated by the Nature Conservancy and is part of the
Southwest Climate Change Initiative, a partnership to help natural resource managers understand and
respond to change across the Four Corner states.

Improving habitat The GUHHISOTP
Brood-rearing wetland habitat for Gunnison Sage-grouse is Sage'g rouseis
adversely affected by erosion and lowered water tables, and |osing critical

intensifies with increasing drought, erosion from rainstorms, and
habitat shifting to higher elevations in a warming climate, which
diminishes food and chick survival.

wet meadow and
stream habitat to

You can volunteer! raise Its young.
The Working Group is taking action, using simple restoration Set aside a day
methods designed by restoration expert Bill Zeedyk, author . .

of the Let the Water Do the Work: Induced Meandering, to Jjoin the work
an Evolving Method for Restoring Incised Channels (2012). group during the
We place these rock strucFures in sma.ll drainages and week of JUIy 8,
wet meadows to help retain moisture in stream banks, .

increase wet-loving plants and insects, and create late or pi ck another
brood-rearing habitat for Gunnison Sage-grouse. This local project I

also improves elk and deer winter range and nesting habitat for neo-
tropical migratory birds, and increases forage for livestock.

Last Fall, Working Group partners — with the help of landowners, ranchers, community members,
college and high school students, and volunteers like you - built over 100 rock structures in critical habitat
areas. We will monitor response and share methods so they can be applied across similar sagebrush eco-
systems in the Gunnison Basin and the West.

This summer, the Working Group plans to complete restoration work on private lands and expand
onto nearby public lands with help from field crews, youth corps and volunteers. Roll up your sleeves
and join these volunteer days starting the week of July 8. For information on the Gunnison Climate
Working Group, Southwest Climate Change Initiative, and to volunteer for one or more work days, con-
tact Betsy Neely at bneely@tnc.org.

Betsy Neely is with the Nature Conservancy in Boulder, Colorado. This pilot project is funded by Colorado Parks and Wild-
life, Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District, Wildlife Conservation Society, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
and The Nature Conservancy. We especially thank the private landowners and ranchers for making this project possible.
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Two-For-One house margs for happy hour 4:30 - 6:30 pm everyday
« Monday: $.50 wings - 6 Flavors
« Taco Tuesday: $1.50 beef tacos
+ Wednesday: Burger night
($6.95 for a burger & fries, add $1 for draft beer)
» Thursday: AlIl-U-Can-Eat Ribs $15.95
- Saturday: Kids under 7 eat free
(limit of z per adult with adult entree purchase)
+ Sunday: 2 for 1 house margs all day

Worth the Drive
ENJOVGTHEMVAS KO FSANFAYRE,

A local contingent of Nordic enthusiasts took part in the Vasaloppet, a 90-kilometer classic race in Sweden.
Toni Westerholm finished 20th overall and Crested Butte Nordic Team athlete Sofia Deer placed ninth in
her age class. COURTESY PHOTO

Snow Removal Gone Wild

To residents of the Town of Crested Butte: ments were looking at ways to cut costs, the Town
I have been a resident of the town of Crested  of Crested Butte hired two seasonal snowplow
Butte since the late 70s. I used to welcome the drivers. The excessive amount of roadwork in
sound of snowplows at night because it signaled town is damaging machines and pavement. What
that it was snowing and a powder day might be happened to my quiet mountain town? It seems
in the works. The last two winters I have been like road crews are out more nights than not.
awakened on many nights, too many nights by the ~ Am I the only one not sleeping because of the
town’s snow removal equipment. Most of these sound of steel on pavement and snowplows in
nights it either wasn’t snowing or hadn’t snowed  reverse?????? :
in days, yet the road crews were “plowing.” Please join me and ask your elected town of-
I think the town’s current “Snow Plan” as I ficials to revisit the “Snow Plan.” :
have heard it called, needs to be revisited. Much of

THE SURE SIGN
OF SUCCESS

S70-34B-5007

the winter road work in town is unneeded, waste-
ful. Last winter at a time when most city govern-

Respectfully,
Frank Coffey

' Dear Trail User:
= I Please consider attending
_ B ) e L e e g a public meeting this Thursday
AN Al N N 27 21t Fo oY about.how the Gunnison sage-
MOlbI nCTeStedB utte'com grouse listing under the Engan-
- R Lo o R i e e gered Species Act will affect you.
The meeting is being hosted

March is save your
vision month!

dbba

EYE CARE

AND CHILDREN'S VISION CENTER

50% of all blindness can be prevented
through a comprehensive vision exam.

Call to schedule
yours today.

Let us help you with all
your eyewear needs.

Dr. Andre Adamich
Optometrist

420 N. Main Street, Gunnison ¢ www.abbaeyecare.com

by a key partner of trail users in
the upper Gunnison Basin, the
Gunnison County Stockgrowers
Association.

Gunnison Trails has worked
hard to forge a strong relation-
ship with our local ranching
community. Ranching and trail
use are arguably the two most
important uses of our public
lands for our citizens and-our
local economy.

If grazing is severely
impacted by this listing and
ranching becomes unviable, all
of the open meadows and river
bottoms could sprout for sale
signs and be headed for devel- -
opment. What other choice will
our local ranching community
have if their lands are no longer
useful for ranching operations?

This is what has happened
over the years in the Roaring.
Fork Valley and it’s pretty much
non-stop development from
Glenwood Springs to Aspen

Attend the sage grouse meeting Thursday

now. I don’t think many of us
are interested in seeing Gunni-
son and Crested Butte linked by
35-acre ranchettes, subdivisions
and condos.

Please show your-support
for keeping the management
of the Gunnison sage-grouse in
the hands of those who know
it better than anyone and that’s
Gunnison County; our local
land management offices, the
BLM, the US Forest Service and
Colorado Parks and Wildlife;
and working groups made up of
citizens who live and work here
in the valley.

The meeting is at 7 p.m.
Thursday March 14 in the Fred
Field Multi-purpose building at
the Fairgrounds. 275 S. Spruce in
Gunnison. Thanks!

Sincerely,

Dave Wiens
Executive Director
Gunnison Trails

KBUT reached its goal with your support

Dear Editor: )

The staff, volunteers and board of directors of KBUT Commu-
nity radio thanks everyone in the Gunnison Valley and beyond who
helped make our Winter Pledge Drive such a success.

Your donations helped us reach our goal of $42,000 in less than
two weeks. We truly appreciate our faithful listeners and supporters
for continuing to show us how much they value community radio in
the Gunnison Valley.

If you made a pledge you will receive a reminder in the mail

_soon. If you already paid your pledge or would like to pay in

person, please stop by the KBUT studios, say hi and pick up your
thank-you gift Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
If you live in Gunnison or beyond we will mail you your gift.

Again, thanks so much to everyone who was part of our Winter
2013 Fund Drive: From pledgers to volunteers, to businesses donat-
ing gift certificates, goods, and services. We are so grateful that you
are a part of KBUT Community Radio.

Warm Regards,
Fileen Hughes
KBUT General Manager
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| Property owners,
develuper at odds in
: '*high end Prospect

Photo by Will-Shoemaker

Wil Shoemaker
Times Editor

t seemed simple enough.

Long before any of the hlgh—end homes in the 400-acre Prospect nelghborhood of Mt.
Crested Butte began going vertical, spec1al districts were created to install infrastruc-
ture — as has been the case in many other large-scale developments in Colorado. '

the mid-2000s that was followed abruptly by falling

property values. -

“] think that had there been good values and the
economy stayed solid, people would have been happy;”
said Mt. Crested Butte Town Manager Joe Fitzpatrick.
“We would have liked to have seen more sales and

Prospect? A9

These ‘metropolitan dlstncts -as they’re termed,
allowed the developers to issue debt to pay for roads,
sewer and water lines — not altogether different from
the mortgage on a home. The intent was then to pay
| off that debt via a special assessment on future resi-
| . dents’ property tax bills.
| But any simplicity in such a scheme was comph—
| cated by a boom in the high-end real estate market in

TIMESOPINION

Last ‘ditch’

effort
| surfacing?

City considers delayed
start to water season

Will Shoemaker
Times Editor

With the likelihood that drought will con-
tinue in Colorado into another summer season,
local water watchers are already preparing for
parched conditions.

And in the City of Gunnison, much- coveted
ditch water may provide a means of easing the
impact for water users elsewhere in the basin.

City Councilman Bill Nesbitt floated the idea
last week of possibly delaying flows through
the city’s network of irrigation ditches — which
provide water for residents’ lawns and gardens
— this §p_1'jgg .10 cushion against a basin-wide
“call”

The Uncompahgre Valley Water Users
Association (UVWUA) is already contemplat-
ing the need for such a call, despite numerous
initiatives that entity is taking to aveid that
outcome.

UVWUA diverts water through the Gunnison
Tunnel. That diversion, from the Black Canyon,
provides 60 percent of the irrigation needs for
the Uncompahgre Valley.

“They are basically talking about putting a
call on the river and we're trying to figure out
a way to forestall that call,” said Nesbitt, who’s
also a board member on the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy District (UGRWCD).

Local jimpacts of a downstream call would be
numerous — from ranchers dependent upon
water for irrigation to storage in Blue Mesa
and Taylor Park reservoirs (both of which are
junior to the Gunnison Tunnel), said UGRWCD
General Manager Frank Kugel.

As of Tuesday, the snowpack in the
Gunnison Basin was 79 percent of average for
this time of year. Statewide, the snowpack was
just 73 percent of average March 1. And that is --
just 83 percent of the snowpack from this time
one year ago, according to the Natural Resource
‘Conservation Service.

Locally, Kugel said that it’s estimated that

Ditch P AS

Fnd the ESA madness

The sciénce doesn’t support it.

The community most impact-
ed — ours — overwhelmingly
opposes it.

And the efforts working
toward a positive outcome will
be severely jeopardized by enact-
ing it.

We're talking, of course, about
the Gunnison Sage-grouse. More
specifically, about the federal pro-
posal to invoke the Endangered

Species Act (ESA) as a means of
protecting the ground-dwelling
bird that lives almost exclusively
in the Gunnison Basin.

We think such a designation
will backfire; that it will not help
this bird in the least; and that it
will cause significant ‘hardships
to a community — Gunnison —
that has gone to extraordinary
lengths to do the right thing
when it comes to this species.

Therefore, we adamantly urge
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
to, once and for all, remove the
Gunnison Sage-grouse from ESA
consideration.

Let’s start with the science.
Researchers tend to know what
the grouse like — sage brush,
obviously, but'also meadows,
access to water, grasses and
forbs. What we don’t have a
clear handle on is what causes

the birds harm.

Of course, the grouse have
predators — nest-Tobbing foxes,
birds of prey like falcons, and
others. Of course they are neg-
atively impacted by drought.
There are loads of studies about
habitat degradation.

But what the proposed hstmg
is really blaming for the grouse’s
overall situation, and what new
federal regulations would target;

is development, recreation and,
most directly, cattle grazing.

We believe the evidence sug-
gests these targets are more of a
scapegoat.

Why? Because the vast major-
ity of the species’ population —
87 percent — resides here, in
the Gunnison area, and is doing
quite well. Even by the feds’ own

Opinion P A10
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Where Gunnison
Valley’s voice is heard

Should the City of Gunnison
delay turning on the ditches this
year in order to help ease water
curtailment elsewhere in the

. basin?

Eighty-four percent of
last week’s voters said they
think Western State Colorado
University should make changes
to its current branding/market-
ing efforts.

E_c' E Anonymous,

easy voting at:
E gunnisontimes.com
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estimation.

“Thanks to collaborative
conservation efforts, the larg-
est remaining Gunnison Sage-
grouse population has remained
relatively stable over the past 12
years.”

That’s a quote from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s own
press release this past January

_announcing the proposed list-

ing.

We think the local popula- ~

tion exceeds “relatively stable.”
Here’s why:

State wildlife researchers esti-
mate the current local popula-
tion of Gunnison Sage-grouse
to be 4,082. This is an 8 percent
increase from 2001.

One might think that scientif-
ic data suggests there used to be
many, many more birds roaming
the local sage-covered hillsides
historically. They’d be wrong.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife,
the agency formerly known as
the Division of Wildlife, has
been tracking these birds since
at least 1953. Their numbers
estimate the local grouse popu-

lation to be only 3,026 way back

then.
This bears repeating: The

available research shows that
over the last half century the
local population of this species
has actually grown by more than
a third.

To be clear, we recognize that
estimating populations is not an
exact science, and was surely
even less reliable back in the
’50s. Still, the research for the
local sage grouse doesn’t repre-
sent a “relatively stable” popula-
tion. It suggests a stronghold.

Further, state biologists con-
ducted a “population viability
analysis” for the Gunnison Sage-
grouse. What they found, and
the Fish and Wildlife Service
recognizes, is that a popula-
tion in excess of 3,000 birds has
an extinction risk of less than
.5 percent within the next 50
years. ;

So, why enact a rather draco-
nian measure like the ESA for
a species that stands a less than
one-in-100 chance of becoming
extinct?

The only answer to that ques-
tion that passes the straight-face
test is this: Outside environmen-
talists.

It's no secret that WildEarth
Guardians has cleverly backed
the Fish and Wildlife Service
into a legal cormer by forc-
ing them to make timely list-

ing determinations on more
than 250 species, including the
Gunnison Sage-grouse, as part
of a settlement reached in 2011.
It’s also no secret — we've heard

"it from one of the group’s lead-

ers, Mark Salvo, ourselves —
that what WildEarth Guardians
is really after is to end public-
lands grazing.

While groups are free to pur-
sue whatever radical agenda
they want, it’s not the federal
government’s obligation to help
implement those agendas where
they are overwhelmingly unwel-
come and when they are legally
unjustified. In our estimation,
such an action would be noth-
ing less than a travesty.

For more than a decade, the
citizens of Gunnison County
have come to the table in a
good faith effort to protect the
Gunnison Sage-grouse. Land
use regulations have been enact-
ed and enforced. Volunteer con-
servation agreements have been
put in place. Evidence suggests
these efforts are working, and
legal precedent (think oil and
gas oversight) strongly points to
our county government’s mas-
terful ability to seal these pro-
tective ethos into law, in perpe-
tuity.

Simply put, there is no way

the feds can do a better job of
protecting this bird than we
have proven capable of. Not
only have local efforts resulted
in a stronghold population of
this species, but given an oppor-
tunity, these same efforts can
be extended to other jurisdic-
tions — possibly with the help
of local leaders. The Gunnison
Basin is a model for a com-
munity’s conservation-minded
response to an imperiled spe-
cies.

Lastly, because the ESA has
been, over time, hijacked by
extremists on both sides of
the ideological spectrum, it’s
turned into a lightning rod
of controversy. Its enactment
here would undeniably trans-
form what's been a widespread
spirit of cooperation into
an every-person-for-himself
fight.

The final analysis, in our
view, clearly shows everyone
losing with an ESA listing of
the Gunnison Sage-grouse,
including the birds them-
selves. The only winner is an
extreme environmental group
that has no stake in our com-
munity.

That is not thé ending to a
long and arduous struggle that
we deserve.

LETTERS

Times story failed to
mention why USPS is in
such a predicament

Editor:

I am writing to express my
disappointment with the Times’
reporting of the U.S. Post Office
cutbacks which will impact many
Gunnison County residents (“Local
PO:.s facing reduced hours,” Feb.
21.) I I recall my junior high
school journalism class, a newspa-
per article should always explain
the “who, where, what, when, why
and how” of the story. The Times
reporter omitted the “why.”

The last line of the Times article
reads: “According to a press release
issued Feb. 17 by the USPS, 80 per-
cent of Americans favor the new
delivery schedule.” I'm thinking
that 80 percent of Americans do
not know the big reason why the
USPS is in such financial difficulty.

The agency’ real troubles began
in 2006 when Congress passed
the “Postal Accountability and
Enhancement Act.” This act man-
dated the USPS to prefund postal
retirees’ health benefits for the next
75 years within a 10'year span. In
other words, from 2006 to 2016
the U.S. Postal Service will have
had to put enough cash into an
account to pay benefits to people
that haven’t been born yet. No
other entity — public or private —
has ever been saddled with such a
Crazy requirement.

Rather than “enhancing” the
Postal Service, it seems this 2006
legislation was attempting to put
the Postal Service into a death spi-
ral. Seven years out, it has almost
succeeded. Due primarily to the
mandate, the agency is deeply in
the red. It is now halting or limit-
ing service, which will likely lead
to less revenue, further cuts, and
then even less revenue.

LETTERS POLICY

Why a Republican-lead congress
and a Republican president would
pass a law that puts in jeopardy
the existence of an entity which is
mandated by the U.S. Constitution
is baffling, until of course one
is reminded of the Republicans’
goal of shrinking government “to
the size where we can drown it
in the bathtub.” Or, perhaps the
Republican Party is looking for-
ward to another 120,000 jobs lost
in this fragile economy: That would
certainly help their talking points
for upcoming elections.

(As a disclaimer, neither I nor
any of my family or friends work
for the U.S. Postal Service. I do
confess, however, that I wave to
my postal carrier if I happen to see
her at the corner. Come to think of
it, she usually waves first.)"

C.R. Wilkens
Gunnison

Longtime local resident
in need of helping hand

Editor:
Dave and Lisa Mapes and fam-

ily have resided in the Gunnison -

Valley for more than 33 years.
They are reaching out for your
help at this time. Lisa is suffering
from a rare spinal medical condi-
tion called ‘Tarlov Cyst disease.
This disease is extremely painfu],
life altering and progressive, as the
cysts erode sacral, pelvic and spice
bones; nerves, as well as painfully
altering multiple body organs.
There are only a few neurosur-
geons in the world qualified to
diagnose and perform this opera-
ton. Lisa now needs to (hopeful-
ly) halt the otherwise inevitable
physical incapacitation that comes
with Tarlov Cyst disease. Lisa has
been struggling with this disease
for eight years and in now unable

to run her business of 20 years,
Cosmic Cruiser Sled Dog Tours,
as well as her counseling practice
and horse adventures for locals and
tourists. Dave and family ‘continue
to work very hard to keep tours
going.

The specific operation Lisa needs
is out-of-state and out-of-pocket, as
the family cannot afford the opera-
tion. Any assistance you feel you
could offer would be graciously
accepted. Donations can be sent
to the Lisa Mapes Medical Fund at
Gunnison Savings & Loan.

Sincerely,

Dave, Lisa, Ayla, Merlin, 100
ammals Susan Gore, Spencer
and Arlene Fickel, Cindy Smock,
Mandie Little, Melody and Kenny
Marks, Patrick and Judith Farrell

Family aims to raise
awareness of
‘preventable’
newborn condition

Editor:

I am writing, as a former
Gumnnison resident for 14 years, in
regards to the day that changed the
lives of my son, his father, myself.
On March 21, 2011 our son Vinny
was airlifted to St. Mary’s-in Grand
Junction. Vinny had newborn
jaundice.

Vinny will be 2 years old on
March 15. We are writing for two
Teasons:

We want to thank all of the
community members who have
unconditionally provided support
for Vinny with fundraising, meals,
cards, blankets, and, most impor-
tantly, love.

With great passion, we want to
bring awareness to the prevent-
able damage that newborn jaun-
dice can cause. Within Vinny’ first

week of life he was diagnosed with
Kernicterus, which has caused
irreversible brain damage that will
affect him and our family through-
out his life.

Due to his newbom jaundice he
developed Kemnicterus. As a result
Vinny has been diagnosed with
cerebral palsy, hearing impairment,
visual impairment, physical impair-
ments and developmental delays.
The hardest part of this diagno-
sis is that it is preventable. Vinny
did not have jaundice as a result
of genetic conditions or RH factor
blood. He had a slow rising biliru-
bin that could have been medically
alleviated had it been recognized
and appropriately treated.

Please take the time to learn
about the consequences of untreat-
ed newborn jaundice. If you know
someone who is pregnant or has
a newbormn, take the time to learn
and educate him or her about jaun-
dice.

Since Vinny’ diagnosis, we have
had to leave the Gunnison Valley
to receive extensive pediatric-fo-
cused therapy. While we are no
longer residing in Gunnison, we
continue to find great comfort and
have an awesome support system
from Gunny Folk. Thank you!

Sincerely,
any, Alicia Pedroza and Paul
Mannes

'Why not open Cranor?

Editor:

Why not open Cranor Hill?
Many people learned how to ski
there. It is fun — better than the
colege hill. Gunnison is famous
for its “White Gold,” as it says at
the Chamber.

Dave Klingsmith
Gunnison

All letters are subject to editing for space, grammar and, on occasion, factual accuracy. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. The Gunnison
Country Times reserves the right to refuse publication of any letter. All letters must be signed and include a full name, address, eccupation and daytime phone
number. Full name and home town wiil typncally be published. We do ot accept anonymous letters. The preferred method of receiving letters is through e-mail.

Send us your opinions and share them with others.
E-mail Will Shoemaker at editor@gunnisontimes.com.





