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MetRec’s Vision
To improve our citizens’ quality of life

by promoting vital recreation opportunities



What is recreation?



It is where mind and bodies unite…



connections flourish…



and communities thriveand communities thrive…



Exercise in nature 
improves mental health

• It reduces repetitive 
negative thinking loops.

• It reduces the activation 
of brain regions associated 
with negative moods.

• People already feel and 
know this. It is a big 
reason why people visit 
and move here.



Clearly, exercise 
improves health
• It reduces mild to 

moderate symptoms 
of anxiety and 
depression.

• It reduces the 
incidence rates of 
many diseases.

• People recreate 
because it makes them 
feel healthier.

British Journal of Sports Medicine 2023



Recreation has many benefits beyond health

• Mental Health
• Physical Health
• Youth Development
• Social Interaction
• Community Engagement
• Economic 
• Inclusive Communities
• Environmental Awareness
• Community Identity



MetRec district map 
and mill levies

Mill levies
• District-wide – 1.0 mill 

(7D 2018)
• North Subdistrict – 2.0 mills 

(6B 2022)



2007 - 2023 MetRec Budget



MetRec 2024 Property Tax Revenue



Ballot issue 6B’s three funding purposes 

30-60% OF SUCH FUNDS SHALL BE 
ALLOCATED FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION OF 
TRAILS, FIELDS, HOCKEY RINKS, 
CULTURAL CENTERS, RECREATION 
CENTERS, OR OTHER PHYSICAL 
IMPROVEMENTS, ACCESSIBLE TO 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC, THAT 
SUPPORT CULTURAL OR ACTIVE 
RECREATION (OTHER THAN 
TELEVISION) AND/OR THE 
ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY OR 
EASEMENTS THAT PERMANENTLY 
PROVIDE OR SUPPORT ACCESS 
TO SUCH RECREATION. SUCH 
FUNDS MAY BE SPENT ANNUALLY 
OR PUT IN A CAPITAL RESERVE 
FUND.

30-60% OF SUCH FUNDS SHALL BE 
ALLOCATED FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF SUPPORTING LOCAL 
NONPROFITS THAT SUPPORT 
RECREATION, INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO OPERATIONS, TRAIL 
MAINTENANCE, ACCESS, 
EDUCATION, SAFETY, AND 
EQUIPMENT. THE DISTRICT MUST 
SPEND THESE FUNDS ANNUALLY. 

10-40% OF SUCH FUNDS SHALL BE 
ALLOCATED TO ANY MUNICIPALITY 
OR GOVERNMENT AGENCY OR 
LOCAL NON-PROFIT FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF MAINTAINING THE 
QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL 
EXPERIENCES BY PROPERTY TAX 
OWNERS ON LANDS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC, 
INCLUDING OPERATING AND/OR 
CAPITAL COSTS, SUCH AS BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF TRAILS, 
BATHROOMS, PARKING, SIGNAGE, 
EDUCATION, AND ENFORCEMENT. 
SUCH FUNDS MAY BE SPENT 
ANNUALLY OR PUT IN A CAPITAL 
RESERVE FUND. 

Capital Operations Collaboration

• In 2023, our recreation grant program was reformulated to fit these three funding buckets. 



MetRec 2023 Recreation Grant Cycle

• 26 recreation grants awarded





Survey Results: 
Outdoor Needs
• The North and South 

percentages of 
responses look quite 
similar. 

• When it comes to 
outdoor recreation, 
we mostly look like 
One Valley. 



Survey Results: 
Indoor Needs

• The North and 
South percentages 
of responses look 
more different for 
indoor recreation 
needs.



Regional Recreation 
Master Planning

Considerations:
• Timing – start to publication
• January 2024—April 2025*

• Geographic scope
• Entire MetRec District
• Gothic to Gunnison
• North Subdistrict



Regional Recreation Master Planning

Considerations continued:
• What are the foreseeable gaps?
• Governmental recreation capital project support? 
• Governmental recreation operations support?

• Governmental partnership functional options?
• MetRec sticks with awarding rec grants

• Capital
• Nonprofit operations support
• Community

• MetRec supports governmental rec operations
• MetRec supports governmental rec capital development and operations
• MetRec also acts as rec owner and operator



MetRec is potentially a powerful tool 
in your recreation toolbox. 



Thank You!
Contact:

derrick@gcmetrec.com
(719) 221-9125

Gunnison County Metropolitan Recreation District



Questions?



Gunnison County

STOR Committee

CB to CB South Multimodal Trail Update

October 26, 2023



STATE TRAILS IN ROW

Gunnison County

September STOR meeting identified several questions about possible trail in highway ROW

• Safety

• Winter maintenance

• Hwy speed

• We’ve reached out to CDOT for any more specific data on trail users and car crashes interactions—

have not received response yet. 

Survey is closed and we are working with Design Workshop to review the data. Lots of comments—71 

pages! Unsure of how useful this data will be. Many comments were based on the assumption that there 

was a private alignment option (referred to as the “CBMBA alignment”) available at this time. We’re 

sorting through the comments for trends.



EXAMPLES OF 
TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHWAYS

Multimodal path in Carbondale, CO along State 
Highway 133

-Trail length: 6.5 miles

-Hwy speed: 55 mph

-Landscape buffer: majority 8-18 ft, some up to 75 
ft, in short locations

-Some winter maintenance may occur but not 
significant amounts of snow

-Crash data for this section of highway not 
available, however there were 11 vehicular crashes 
from running off the road on the entire length of 
Hwy 133 (60 miles), two in snowy conditions.

*Note that crash data only includes cars running 
off road—there are far greater crashes numbers 
of on the road.



EXAMPLES OF 
TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHWAYS

-Multimodal path in Telluride, CO along State 
Highway 145

-Trail length: 3 miles

-Hwy speed: 45 mph

-Landscape buffer: one section attached to 
highway; most is 5-20 ft. from edge of 
pavement

-Some plowing and use by fat bikes, not 
groomed for skiing

-Crash data: 1 crash in 2022 from car running 
off road in snow at roundabout

*Note that crash data only includes cars 
running off road—there are far greater 
numbers of crashes on the road.



EXAMPLES OF 
TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHWAYS

Multimodal path in Aspen, CO along State Hwy 82

-Trail length: 1.38 miles

-Hwy speed: 55 mph

-Landscape buffer: In certain areas, particularly 
bridge crossings, trail is attached to edge of 
pavement. Where buffer is possible it ranges from 
12-20 feet. 

-Plowed for multi-use in winter (not Nordic skiing)

-Crash data for this specific stretch is not available 
but for entire Hwy 82 there were 7 crashes from 
running off the road, 3 were in snowy conditions. 

*Note that crash data only includes cars running off 
road—there are far greater numbers of crashes on 
the road.



EXAMPLES OF 
TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHWAYS

Multimodal path in Jackson, WY along State 

Hwy 89

-Trail length: 27 miles

-Hwy speed: 65 mph (4-5 lane hwy)

-Landscape buffer: mostly 5ft from edge of 

pavement to trail, up to 20-35 ft in few key 

locations

-Plowed in winter

-Crash data: 107 total crashes (includes all 

crashes, not just from running off the road)



WHERE WE ARE TODAY

Gunnison County

Design Workshop and Collins Engineering are working on a high level (10%) design of Alignment A, 

which is entirely on the east side of the highway. 

Alternative A: entirely on east side of Hwy 135. 21,700 linear feet, one river crossing, 4 road crossings, 

7 driveway crossings

Staff will look at reconvening the CB-CB South Subcommittee as the alignment is developed to review 

the design and the survey input. Staff recommends that the subcommittee consider how to move 

forward with the trail design and make a recommendation (after consultant work complete) to the 

STOR Committee. 
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