
GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION MEETING AGENDA 

 
DATE:  Tuesday, August 12, 2025 Page 1 of 1 
PLACE:   Board of County Commissioners’ Meeting Room at the Gunnison County Courthouse 

(REMOTE OPTION BELOW) 

NOTE:  This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time.  All times are approximate.  The 
County Manager and Deputy County Manager’s reports may include administrative items not listed.  Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded 
and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM.   Work Sessions are not recorded and formal action cannot be taken.  For further information, contact the County 
Administration office at 641-0248.  If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the meeting.   

 
8:30 am 
 

• HB 1177 Roundtable Update 
 
8:35 am 
 

• Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District Update 
 
9:00 am 
 

• Blue Mesa Reservoir Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) Study Research Findings 
 
9:30 am 
 

• Colorado River Negotiations and Potential 2026 Emergency Drought Release from Blue Mesa Status Update with 
Colorado River Commissioner Rebecca Mitchell and Section Chief of Interstate, Federal, and Water Information 
Section at Colorado Water Conservation Board Amy Ostdiek 

 
• Adjourn 

Please Note: Packet materials for the above discussions will be available on the Gunnison County website at 
http://www.gunnisoncounty.org/meetings prior to the meeting.   

ZOOM MEETING DETAILS: 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://gunnisoncounty-org.zoom.us/j/89798905619 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,82753657556#,,,,*471302# US (Tacoma) 
+13462487799,,82753657556#,,,,*471302# US (Houston) 
 

http://www.gunnisoncounty.org/meetings
https://gunnisoncounty-org.zoom.us/j/89798905619
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ADDED IN MTG - UGRWCD PRESENTATION



Upper Gunnison 
Basin Water 
Report

Photo: Teresa Golden



DDroughtt  Monitorr Map
Ass off Augustt 5,, 2025
   drought.govv 

• 50% of Gunnison County is now experiencing 
extreme (D3) drought conditions  compared to 
just 5% one month ago.

• Most of the western part of the state continues to 
experience  drought condition degradation



DDrought Monitor Class Change
As of August 5, 2025 
     drought.gov 

• Up to 4 class degradation has 
occurred in Gunnison County in the 
past year

• The entire western slope of Colorado 
has seen degradation ranging from 1 
class to 4 class degradation. 



Gunnison County 
Precipitation
Past 30 Days

As of August 8, 2025
drought.gov

Precipitation has ranged from 0% to 100% of 
normal throughout Gunnison County for the 
past 30 days



Gunnison County 
Precipitation
Past 7 Days
As of August 8, 2025

drought.gov

The County  and much of the western part of the 
state has seen little to no precipitation for the 
first seven days of August



Gunnison County 
Average Maximum Temperature

August 1-8

August 8, 2025
drought.gov

Temperatures for the first seven days of August 
has ranged from 60 to 90 degrees in the County



Gunnison County 
Precipitation

7-day Quantitative 
August 11-18

As of August 11, 2025
drought.gov

The next 7 days shows that precipitation is 
forecasted to range from one hundredth” to 
1/2” in some  areas of the County



Upper Gunnison Basin
Precipitation
As of August 11, 2025

NRCS

Precipitation accumulation for WY25 is 
currently at 84% of the median

Median amount is 23.8” of precipitation 
and WY25 to date is currently 20.1”

2020 – 20.4”

2024 – 20.1”

Median – 23.8”



Late Season Streamflow Amounts
CDSS

August 11, 2025

Scofield Pass
121% SWE

Slumgullion
145% SWE

Park Cone
161% SWE Butte

179% SWE

Porphyry Creek
203% SWE

Park Cone – 92%
5.6” SWE

Butte – 95%
8.2” SWE

Upper Taylor – 92%
7.6” SWE

Slumgullion – 87%
8.0” SWE

Porphyry Creek – 123%
11.8” SWE

Scofield– 74%
14.2” SWE

Station Name August 11 (cfs) Historical Average
 August 11 (cfs)

Percent of 
Historical Average 

August 11 (%)
Gunnison River near Gunnison 472 741 63
Tomichi Creek at Sargent’s 28 41 68
Tomichi Creek at Gunnison 61 169 36

Taylor River at Taylor Park 38 87 44

Taylor River blw Taylor Park Reservoir 299 329 91

Taylor River at Almont 353 402 88
Slate River abv Baxter Gulch 9 41 22

East River blw Cement Creek 66 188 35

East River at Almont 97 245 39
Lake Fork blw Lake San Cristobal 33 95 34
Henson Creek at Lake City 38 89 42
Lake Fork at Gateview 92 216 42



Reservoir Storage
Gunnison River Basin

as of August 10, 2025
(Bureau of Reclamation) 

• Reservoir storage for the entire Gunnison  
Basin is currently at 67% of average.  

• Reservoir storage for the Upper Gunnison 
Basin (Taylor and Blue Mesa) is also at 67% 
of average.

• In 2025, Taylor Reservoir is currently 
forecasted to end the water year at 61,481 
acre-feet content which is 65% of average.

• In 2025, at the end of the water year, Blue 
Mesa is projected to be 420,658 acre-feet 
which is 51% of capacity.



Reservoir Storage 
Upper Colorado River Drainage Basin

as of  August 10, 2025 (Bureau of Reclamation)

• Flaming Gorge – 84% full

• Fontenelle – 84% Full

• Morrow Point – 97% full

• Blue Mesa – 61% full

• Navajo – 58% full

• Lake Powell – 31% full

• Total Upper Colorado Storage - 69%



Questions?

beverly@ugrwcd.org
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ADDED IN MTG - COLORADO RIVER NEGOTIATIONS
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