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MEETING AGENDA 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH BOARD 
 

May 12, 2025 

Blackstock Government Center, 220 N. Wisconsin Street, STE D, Gunnison, Colorado and virtual through 
information below 

TIME TOPIC 

1:15pm Call to order and determine quorum 

1:20pm Approval of November 18, 2024 meeting minutes 

1:25pm Public Comment-unscheduled citizens 
Administrative updates 

1:30pm Harmels on the Taylor, LLC-Public Hearing for a variance to the Gunnison County OWTS 
regulations for the continued use of vault systems  

Adjourn 

Zoom link:  

https://gunnisoncounty-org.zoom.us/j/81937970349?pwd=dah2DoMFpLwSblBcap6F2qxAEmUfcK.1  

Meeting ID: 819 3797 0349 

Passcode: 305205 

--- 

One tap mobile 

+17193594580,,81937970349#,,,,*305205# US 

+14086380968,,81937970349#,,,,*305205# US (San Jose) 

--- 

Dial by your location 

• +1 719 359 4580 US 

• +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

• +1 669 444 9171 US 

• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Gunnison County Environmental Health Board 
 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

https://gunnisoncounty-org.zoom.us/j/81937970349?pwd=dah2DoMFpLwSblBcap6F2qxAEmUfcK.1


221 N. Wisconsin St. Suite D • Gunnison, Colorado 81230 

• +1 253 205 0468 US 

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

• +1 564 217 2000 US 

• +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

• +1 646 931 3860 US 

• +1 689 278 1000 US 

• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

• +1 305 224 1968 US 

• +1 309 205 3325 US 

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

• +1 360 209 5623 US 

• +1 386 347 5053 US 

• +1 507 473 4847 US 

Meeting ID: 819 3797 0349 

Passcode: 305205 

Find your local number: https://gunnisoncounty-org.zoom.us/u/k5rATuAJt 

ADA Accommodations: Anyone needing accommodations as determined by the American Disabilities 
Act may contact the Community Development Department prior to the day of the hearing.  
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Gunnison County Environmental Health Board Minutes 
 
November 18, 2024 

 
 
The November 18, 2024, Gunnison County Environmental Health Board meeting was conducted 
in the Blackstock Meeting Room at 221 N Wisconsin St Gunnison, CO. 81230 and by ZOOM 
virtual online meeting.  
 
Board Members Present: 
Brooke Zanatell  
Shea Earley 
Bill Barvitski 
Ashley Bembenek 
 
Community Development Department Staff Present: 
Crystal Lambert 
Rebecca Ricord 
Charlie Dominguez 
Doug Howe 
Misty Castillo 
 
 
Call to order: Meeting called to order at- 1:47 by Shea Earley 
 
Approval of Minutes: Moved by Barvitski, seconded by Zanatell to approve the March 21, 
2024, minutes. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
New Business: Lambert shared that the State was in the process of revisions to Regulation 43.  
Gunnison County would have one year after State adoption to update the Gunnison County 
OWTS Regulations to be no less stringent.   
 
Unscheduled Citizens: None. 

 
Mortell (OWTS-24-00184): The Environmental Health Board opened the Public Hearing for 
consideration of OWTS within setbacks of wetlands. 

 
Announcement of Recusal: Barvitski recused himself from the Board for this Public Hearing 
and disclosed that he would be testifying regarding the application.  

 
Voting Members: Earley was seated as Chair. 

 
Public Hearing: With a quorum present, Vice Chair Earley opened the public hearing. 

 
Lambert confirmed there was adequate public notice in the Gunnison Country Times, Crested 
Butte Newspaper, on the Gunnison County website, and posted at the property. The public 
hearing notice was sent to all property owners within 500 feet of the parcel boundaries.by 
certified mail by the applicant and the receipts were provided to the Department.  

 
Applicant Presentation: Barvitski provided testimony regarding the application as the design 
professional for the proposed system.  The system will meet all the minimum required setback 
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distances in accordance with the State OWTS Regulation #43, however, the septic tank will not 
meet Gunnison County’s more stringent setback distance requirement of 100 feet from a nearby 
wetland boundary.  
 
Staff Comments: Lambert provided details of the proposed plan, including the parcel location,  
proposed OWTS, pertinent physical features, proposed well location, and the wetland boundary. 
Lambert confirmed that the proposed OWTS is compliant with the Gunnison County OWTS 
Regulations with the exception of the horizontal distance from the septic tank to the wetland 
boundary. 
 
Board Questions: Earley opened the Board to any questions. 

 
 Zanetell asked if nearby properties faced similar issues with setbacks to wetland 
boundaries. Barvitski explained that wetlands are present in many of the nearby parcels and 
some parcels have been able to  meet the requirements, but the Mortell parcel is constrained on 
three sides by the wetland increasing the difficulty of meeting the 100-foot setback distance.  
Lambert shared a recent system installed in the area that barely met the setback requirement. 
Bembenek inquired about the ownership of the irrigation ditch and materials for lining of the 
ditch.  Mortell explained that a thick rubber liner will be buried to create a barrier surrounding the 
sides and bottom of the ditch. Mortell explained the driveway would enter the parcel from the 
southeastern corner and a culvert would be used to protect the ditch, Lambert shared that the 
parcel is within the mapped 100-year floodplain and that a floodplain elevation certificate would 
be necessary prior to permitting. Barvitski noted a floodplain study would follow during the 
building permit process, with Jerry Greene Engineering assisting.  
 Zanetell shared concern about an increased water quality risk with a reduced setback 
distance to wetlands. Barvitski offered that all wastewater systems carry some risk to water 
quality. However, the proposed  setback distance poses no greater risk than the minimum State 
requirements and the use of water-tight components alleviates some concern. The proposed 
location of the system components on the parcel were discussed as being a practical solution 
given the site constraints. 
 
 
Board Discussion: Barvitski again announced that he has recused himself from this Public 
Hearing and announced that he is leaving the room during the EH Board’s determination 
discussion. Barvitski left the room. The Board discussed setbacks, site constraints, and 
alternative locations. 

 
Public Comments: No public comments. 

 
EH Determination of Application: Lambert reviewed the draft decision document prepared for 
the EH Board 

 
Motion: Bembenek moved to approve the application for a variance for Mortell (OWTS-24-
00184) with conditions as provided in the draft decision document. Earley seconded the motion. 
The motion passed with votes from Bembenek and Earley, and was opposed by Zanetell. 

 
Adjournment: Zanetell moved to close the meeting, and Bembenek seconded. The meeting 
was adjourned. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:57 
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GUNNISON COUNTY, COLORADO  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH OFFICE STAFF REPORT  
 
Harmels on the Taylor, LLC  

   

 Application No: OWTS-22-00138 
 Date application scheduled with EH Board: May 12, 2025 
 Prepared by: Crystal Lambert, Building & EH Official 

 

APPLICANT/OWNER: Harmels on the Taylor, LLC 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 

The applicant is requesting an extension of the variance approval 
granted in 2022 for the continued temporary use of vault systems 
throughout the resort while work with the State of Colorado to 
design, permit, and construct a wastewater treatment plant 
continues.   

CURRENT STATUS OF OWTS APPLICATION: 

The OWTS application for the use of vault systems was denied by the 
Environmental Health (EH) Office in 2022 because Section 12.C. of 
the Gunnison County OWTS Regulations prohibit vault systems in the 
unincorporated areas of Gunnison County.  The EH Board granted 
the applicant’s request for a variance on June 30, 2022, with 
conditions, and limited the approval to 24 months from the date of 
permit issuance with the possibility of a one-year extension.  The 
OWTS permit for the use of vault systems was issued on July 7, 2022 
and a one-year extension was granted through July 7, 2025. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH BOARD ACTION 
REQUESTED: 

A request for a Public Hearing with the Environmental Health Board 
for the consideration of a variance to Section 12.C. of the Gunnison 
County OWTS Regulations has been received.   

PROPERTY  
LOCATION: 

6748 County Road 742  
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AREA DESCRIPTION: 
The parcel is located on both sides of County Road 742 at the confluence of 
Spring Creek and the Taylor River    

ATTACHED EXHIBITS: 

▪ EH Board Variance Approval 
▪ OWTS Permit with extension granted 
▪ Map of resort  
▪ Pumping records for 2022, 2023, and 2024 
▪ Pumping service agreement  
▪ Variance extension request 
▪ Updates from Jerry Greene, PE and SCJ on State approval 
▪ State site application   

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD TASKS AT PUBLIC 
HEARING: 

⎯ Acknowledge receipt of application by applicant name, name of 
development (if applicable) and date of application 

⎯ Confirmation of adequate public notice: 
• Posting of legal notice in the County’s official newspaper at least 

20 days prior the hearing. 
• Posting of public hearing notice at the County posting locations. 
• Mailing of public hearing notice to all owners of properties who 

own surface rights within 500 feet of each boundary of the entire 
parcel at least 20 days prior to the hearing.  

• Posting of the public hearing notice in a conspicuous location at 
or near the parcel.  

⎯ Hear applicant presentation 
⎯ Hear staff comments 
⎯ Questions by EH Board, identify and consider issues 
⎯ Public Comments 
⎯ Hear applicant response  
⎯ Staff response  
⎯ EH Board: continue public hearing if an additional meeting is 

necessary or close public hearing if a decision can be made. 

  

 

 

 

Variance Request Submittal Analysis from the June 30, 2022 EH Board Public Hearing 

Variance request submittals shall 
include the following items: 

Applicant Submittal Summary Staff Comments 
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Site-specific request identifying the 
specific criteria from which a variance is 
being requested. Section 3.M.1.b(1) 

The variance is being requested for 
temporary (2 year) use of vault systems 
at the property.     

Section 12.C. of the Gunnison County 
OWTS Regulations prohibits the use of vault 
systems.   

Technical justification by a professional 
engineer or professional geologist, which 
indicates the specific conditions which 

exist and/or the measures which will be 
taken that support a finding that the 
variance shall result in no greater risk 
than that associated with compliance with 
the requirements of the OWTS 
Regulations. Section 3.M.1.b(2) 

Vaults will ensure no risk during storage. 

The contractor retained for pumping is 
licensed and insured to protect against 
loses associated with transportation of 
wastewater.    

Vault privies are permittable under the 
Gunnison County OWTS Regulations.  Vault 
systems are prohibited.  The difference is 
privies only receive toilet waste whereas 
“vault systems” receive wastewater from 
toilets, sinks, showers, etc. and they can 
reach capacity more frequently and are 
therefore more expensive to maintain with 

frequent cost of pumping and hauling.  So 
long as the vault tanks are watertight and 
cleaning/pumping is provided as needed 
there should be no greater risk.  Without 
cleaning/pumping as needed, the risk of 
wastewater overflowing the tank could be a 
greater risk. Additionally, there would be an 
increase of pump truck traffic hauling 
wastewater to the Gunnison transfer station 
which is a 18.5 mile trip one way.   

A discussion of alternatives considered in 
lieu of the requested variance. Section 
3.M.1.b.(3) 

Applicant has no other feasible solution 
to the requested variance.  A state 
approved wastewater treatment plant is 
the permanent solution and will take 
time to attain and construct.  

Staff agrees with the applicant’s assessment 
of alternatives.  

Technical documentation for selected 
alternative, which may include a testing 

program, which confirms that the 
variance does not increase the risk to 
public health and to the environment. 
Section 3.M.1.b.(4) 

 The proposed variance is for a temporary use 
of vault tanks.  The tanks can be equipped 

with high level alarms to alert resort staff that 
cleaning/pumping is required.  

A statement of the hardship that created 
the necessity for the variance. Section 
3.M.1.b.(5) 

The potential hardship to the Applicant 
is shuttering the business. The applicant 
is working as quickly as possible to 
implement a permanent solution.  

The applicant is a new owner of the resort 
and inherited the wastewater treatment 
deficiencies with purchase of the property.  
The required Transfer of Title septic 
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inspection provided County staff with 
information about the condition of the 
systems that has previously been withheld.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 3.M.2.: Prohibitions on the granting of variance requests 

Prohibitions on the granting of variance requests:  Staff comments:  

No variance shall be issued where the property can 
accommodate a conforming OWTS. Section 3.M.2.a. 

The owner is working with the State and design professionals to achieve 
a permanent wastewater solution for the resort under State permitting.  
The requested extension of the variance approval is to continue the 
temporary use of vaults so that the resort can stay open to 

accommodate guests.     

No variance shall be issued to mitigate an error in 
construction involving any element of property 
improvements. Section 3.M.2.b. 

N/A  

No variance shall be allowed on the grounds of cost of 
compliance. Section 3.M.2.c. 

N/A   

No variance shall be issued if it will result in a setback 
reduction to an offsite physical feature that does not conform 
to the minimum setbacks defined in Table 7-1 of this 
regulation without proof of compliance of Section 3.M.5. 
Section 3.M.2.d. 

N/A     

No variance shall be issued if it reduces the separation to 
ground water or bedrock based on the level of treatment in 
Table 7-2.Section 3.M.2.e. 

The resort cabins and structures are existing and the proposed vault 
tanks retain all wastewater until pumping of the contents and hauling the 
transfer station in Gunnison.     

No variance from the horizontal setback from a well shall be 
issued unless it also meets the variance requirements of the 
Board of Examiners of Water Well Construction and Pump 
Installation Contractors. Section 3.M.2.f. 

Same as above     

No variance shall be issued for the installation of a higher 
level treatment system based on sizing or separation 
reductions without the Department having a maintenance 
and oversight program. Section 3.M.2.g. 

N/A  
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Staff recommendation on the request for an extension of the variance approval for the temporary 
use of vault systems:  
 
The OWTS permit, 22-00138, was issued on July 7, 2022 and as covered under this permit staff has verified that the conditions 
of approval as set by the Environmental Health Board in their Variance Request Action document are satisfied and continue to 
be satisfied with annual pumping and hauling records.  The applicant is currently working with the State of Colorado, 
Department of Public Health and Environment on the permitting of a wastewater treatment plant and that process is taking 
longer than they anticipated.   
 
Staff believes that State permitting of the wastewater treatment for the resort is needed as the total design capacity plus 
proposed future expansions will be well over 2,000 gallons per day.  The process for State site approval and permitting plus 
construction of the system is taking several years as expected. Staff agrees that, in the interim, the temporary use of vault 
systems is the only feasible solution given the site layout, topography and proximity to water-bodies.  Vault systems have been 
prohibited for use in Gunnison County because they require continuous monitoring, frequent pumping and the resources to 
ensure this happens throughout the life of the system. The applicant is proposing this for a temporary interim period so that the 
resort can remain open. Staff recommends approval of the variance request and also recommends the following conditions of 
approval: 

1. Pumping and hauling records be kept for each vault system and submitted to the Environmental Health Office at the 
end of each season.  

2. Anyone pumping, cleaning, and/or hauling wastewater at and from this site be licensed OWTS cleaners with Gunnison 
County.  

3. The approval of temporary use of vault systems for the resort be limited to two-years with the possibility of a one-year 
extension if warranted.  

  

 
 
 
 

















2022: Gallons: Inv Total: 2023: Gallons: Inv Total:
07/14/2022 1700 $966.00 01/12/2023 1425 $913.25
07/20/2022 200 $336.00 03/03/2023 1250 $784.50
07/26/2022 2300 $1,210.00 05/24/2023 4,350 $2,699.50
07/31/2022 1950 $1,391.25 06/08/2023 2,100 $1,361.25
08/01/2022 1700 $932.50 06/16/2023 2,050 $1,479.25
08/05/2022 3000 $1,927.50 06/20/2023 1000 $697.00
08/11/2022 1000 $755.00 06/26/2023 3,375 $2,010.00
08/12/2022 1200 $757.50 07/03/2023 3,675 $2,163.75
08/22/2022 2000 $1,577.50 07/10/2023 5,200 $3,063.75
08/29/2022 1900 $1,070.00 07/17/2023 2,800 $1,737.50
09/02/2022 1050 $705.00 07/19/2023 2,950 $1,785.95
09/09/2022 2000 $1,037.50 07/24/2023 1900 $1,002.50
09/22/2022 3,075 $1,886.25 07/31/2023 5,400 $3,128.50
10/19/2022 2100 $1,072.50 08/07/2023 2,925 $1,853.00
11/10/2022 1350 $810.00 08/08/2023 600 $624.25
11/15/2022 1700 $932.50 08/14/2023 2825 $1,344.75
12/19/2022 1800 $1,170.00 08/21/23 3600 $2,021.50

08/25/2023 2,575 $1,527.75



Harmel's Septic Pumping 2023 
Date Gallons
5/24/23 1925
5/24/23 600
5/24/23 1825
6/8/23 1800
6/8/23 300
6/16/23 1500
6/16/23 550
6/20/23 1000
6/26/23 2050
6/26/23 1325
7/3/23 2275
7/3/23 1400
7/10/23 2050
7/10/23 1150
7/10/23 2000
7/17/23 1000
7/17/23 1800
7/19/23 1625
7/19/23 1325
7/24/23 1900
7/31/23 2300
7/31/23 2300
7/31/23 800
8/7/23 1850
8/7/23 1075
8/7/23 600
8/14/23 2300
8/14/23 525
8/21/23 1800
8/21/23 1800
8/25/23 1700
8/25/23 875
9/5/23 2300
9/6/23 1925
9/11/23 925
9/18/23 1975
9/25/23 1600
10/3/23 1825
10/10/23 1775
11/1/23 1475



Date Gallons

5/23/2024 3550

6/3/2024 2475

6/10/2024 5975

6/14/2024 1800

6/17/2024 900

6/24/2024 2925

6/27/2024 1100

7/1/2024 2800

7/8/2024 4300

7/15/2024 4475

7/22/2024 5050

7/29/2024 4325

8/5/2024 3200

8/12/2024 1750

8/19/2024 2750

8/26/2024 1525

9/3/2024 3125

9/9/2024 2150

9/16/2024 3200

9/23/2024 3675

9/30/2024 2650

10/7/2024 1500

10/15/2024 525

10/22/2024 825
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March 13, 2024 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Crystal Lambert 

Gunnison County Building & Environmental Health Official 

clambert@gunnisoncounty.org  

 

 

Re: Request for extension of Environmental Health Board Variance Request Action for 

6748 County Road 742, 146.07 acres in Sections 21, 27 & 28, Township 15S Range 

84W (the “Variance”)  

 

  

Dear Ms. Lambert,  

 

 I am writing to you on behalf of Harmels on the Taylor River LLC (“Harmels”) to request 

a one-year extension of the Variance. Pursuant to paragraph 4 of the Variance, “A one-time 

extension, of up to one-year can be granted by the Department if justifiable evidence is provided 

that shows the extension is warranted and necessary for timing of the completion of the future 

wastewater treatment plant.” Harmel’s respectfully requests that this variance be provided.  

 

 Harmels submitted the application for the wastewater treatment plant to the Colorado 

Department of Health and Environment (“CDPHE”) on February 17, 2023. CPHE responded and 

requested additional information such as a more detailed site plan, HEC 100 year flood plain 

analysis, and other items. During the summer of 2023, this additional site investigation was 

performed, and the additional material in support of the application was submitted January 30, 

2024. In addition, CDPHE requested an application relating to the determination of preliminary 

effluent limits (“PEL”). Harmels also submitted the PEL application on January 30, 2024.  

 

 At this time, Harmels has submitted all materials requested by CDPHE and has not heard 

anything further from CDPHE. In an effort to provide Gunnison County with an anticipated 

timeline for completion of the wastewater treatment plant, on March 6, 2024, Harmels wrote to 

the CDPHE, noting that we would like to provide Gunnison County with an expected timeline and 

requesting an anticipated response date or determination date from CDPHE. To date, we have not 

received any further response.  

 

 At this time, Harmels is working diligently to obtain CDPHE approval for the wastewater 

treatment plant. Harmels anticipates filing a land use change application permit shortly that will 
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require a wastewater treatment plant. The wastewater treatment plant is required for Harmels to 

operate at maximum capacity and to pursue the land use change to improve its commercial 

operations. Accordingly, Harmels is very much motivated to obtain CDPHE approval as fast as 

possible.  

 

 Given the progress to date, I believe Harmels has shown that it is working in good faith 

toward obtaining approval for the wastewater treatment plant and that it is motivated to obtain that 

approval as soon as it is able to obtain it. However, given that Harmels must not only obtain 

approval of the wastewater plant but then have it delivered and installed, Harmels believes that 

this will likely be completed at the earliest in June of 2025 as an approval early enough this year 

may accommodate delivery and installation early next summer. Harmels submits that this is 

justifiable evidence that the extension is necessary and warranted given the good faith, diligent 

efforts and earliest potential completion date. Accordingly, Harmels requests the one year 

extension to June 30, 2025.  

 

 Enclosed please find a copy of the submissions to CDPHE and the logs for pumping for 

2023.  

 

 Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jacob A. With 
LAW OF THE ROCKIES 

cc: Harmels 

Enclosures (2) 
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March 18, 2025 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Gunnison County Environmental Health 

c/o Crystal Lambert 

clambert@gunnisoncounty.org  

 

Re: OWTS-22-00138; Harmel’s variance for certain vaulting pending state approved 

package plant  

 

  

Dear Ms. Lambert,  

 

 I am writing to you on behalf Harmels on the Taylor River LLC (“Harmels”) to request an 

extension of time on the existing variance because of delays with the state of Colorado beyond the 

control of Harmels. The Environmental Health Board provided a variance dated June 30, 2022 

allowing certain vaulting of Harmels’ septic systems for a period of up to 36 months. Harmels 

expected to have a state permitted package plant approved and installed within that timeframe. To 

that end, Harmels retained Jerry Greene, P.E. to submit to the state the required applications. The 

first of these is the state required Primary Effluent Levels application (the “PELs Application”). 

Mr. Greene submitted the PELs Application at the end of January, 2024. Since that date, the state 

has not provided any objection, concerns, or requests for additional submissions for the PELs 

Application, nor any approval for the PELs Application.  

 

 Nevertheless, in an effort to do as much as possible to continue moving forward with the 

state approval process, in addition to having Mr. Greene on board, Harmels has now also retained 

SCJ Alliance to provide additional engineering and, hopefully, assistance in lobbying the state for 

its attention to the Harmels PELs Application as well as providing additional submissions, though 

they are not yet due, in the hopes of causing the state to provide attention to Harmels’ PELs 

Application.  

 

 Though the existing variance, including the already granted extension, does not expire until 

June 30, 2025, nevertheless Harmels is substantially concerned by the lack of responsiveness by 

the state and desires to obtain an additional extension for one year with the possibility of an 

additional extension of up to one-year that can be granted by the Department if justifiable evidence 

is provided that shows the extension is necessary and warranted for timing of the completion of 

the future wastewater treatment plant.  
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 If, optimistically, approval is received from the state late this summer or early this winter, 

it may be possible that the plant can be installed next summer, but if the plant is not approved 

until 2026, it likely could not be installed until 2027.     

 

 I have enclosed with this letter a copy of all the vaulting and transportation records since 

the date of approval.  

 

 I have enclosed a letter from Jerry Greene and another from SCJ Alliance indicating that 

they are working on the project and are not aware of anything additional required by the state to 

process the PELs Application.  

 

 To my knowledge, Harmels is fully compliant with all state and county regulations. It is 

working as much as it can be to complete the plant, has hired at substantial expense multiple 

engineers to prosecute the application, and has authorized and directed them to do everything 

that they can to move the application forward with the state. Harmels recognizes the genuine 

desire of the County to ensure that a wastewater plant is on site and operating as soon as possible 

and shares that desire. Unfortunately, however, at this time, Harmels is at a loss on what else it 

can do to move the application forward and Harmels is not aware of any viable alternative to 

obtaining a variance.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jacob A. With 
LAW OF THE ROCKIES 

cc: Harmels 

Enclosures: 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

523 Riverland Dr, Suite 3B  Crested Butte, CO 81224  Office 970.641.2499  Fax 360.352.1509  scjalliance.com 

March 11, 2025 

 

Gunnison County Environmental Health 
c/o Crystal Lambert 
clambert@gunnisoncounty.org  
 
Re: OWTS-22-00138; Harmel’s variance for certain vaulting pending state approved package plant  
 

Dear Ms. Lambert 

SCJ Alliance has been tasked with aiding Harmels on the Taylor with the permitting and construction of a 

new wastewater treatment plant. It is our understanding that the first steps to acquiring a permit for the 

proposed plant, and therefore construction, have already begun. This is mainly in reference to a previously 

submitted Primary Effluent Levels (PELs) application, as well as a Site Application that was submitted to the 

Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) by Jerry Greene, P.E. in 2024. It is our further 

understanding that there has been no response from CDPHE since that submission, and that SCJ was retained to 

complete this effort. There should not be any additional information required by CDPHE to process the PELs 

application, and SCJ Alliance is in the process of ensuring the permitting process moves along at a steady pace.  

Though there is an existing variance, we believe a variance extension will be necessary to complete the 

permitting and construction process due to the delays from CDPHE. SCJ is working hard to complete the 

permitting and construction of the wastewater treatment plant. SCJ does not believe that the existing septic 

system usage and vaulting will pose a material risk to environmental health or safety and, accordingly, 

recommends that it remain in place during permitting and construction. At this time, construction is estimated 

to be completed in 2027 at the latest depending on permit approvals. Overall, SCJ Alliance is confident in its 

ability to have this facility operational within this timeline. 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Cameron Fogerty, EIT 
SCJ Alliance 

mailto:clambert@gunnisoncounty.org


































































































































 

 

Draft-ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH BOARD VARIANCE REQUEST ACTION  

APPLICANT: Harmels on the Taylor, LLC 
 
DATE:  May 12, 2025 
 
SITE LOCATION: 6748 County Road 742  
    
ACTION: Request for a variance to the Gunnison County OWTS Regulations 

for the temporary use of vault systems throughout the resort while 
work to design, permit, and construct a permanent wastewater 
treatment plant is undertaken. 

 
PREPARED BY: Crystal Lambert, Building and Environmental Health Official 
              
 
PROPOSED PROJECT: 
 
The applicant is requesting a variance to the Gunnison County OWTS Regulations so 
that the Environmental Health Office can permit the temporary use of vault systems 
throughout the resort while working to design, permit, and construct a permanent 
wastewater treatment plant.  
 
GUNNISON COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICE ACTION:  
 
The application and proposed design narrative have been reviewed by the 
Environmental Health Office for compliance with the Gunnison County OWTS 
Regulations. The proposed use of vault systems is prohibited per Section 12.C. of the 
Gunnison County OWTS Regulations and a permit for the use of vault systems cannot 
be issued without a variance granted by the Gunnison County Environmental Health 
Board.  
 
APPLICANT’S REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE: 
 
A request for a Public Hearing with the Environmental Health Board for the consideration 
of a variance to Section 12.C. of the Gunnison County OWTS Regulations has been 
received.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

On May 12, 2025, the Gunnison County Environmental Health Board conducted a 

Public Hearing on this request for a variance. 

FINDINGS: 

Based on a review of all the information included with the OWTS application, the 

request for a variance, and staff reports for this project and consideration of any and all 



 

 

testimony and public input received relative to this application, the Gunnison County 

Environmental Health Board finds that:  

1. Action on this request for a temporary variance from the Gunnison County OWTS 

Regulations is property-specific and limited to the circumstances unique to this 

application. 

 

2. The applicant has demonstrated that the requested temporary variance from the 

Gunnison County OWTS Regulations is warranted by unique and existing site-

specific configurations and conditions that make immediate compliance with the 

Regulations technically infeasible.  

 

3. The applicant has provided justification through specific conditions that exist 

which support a finding that approval of the requested temporary variance will 

result in no greater risk than that associated with compliance with the 

requirements of the Gunnison County OWTS Regulations. 

   

4. The applicant has demonstrated that approval of the requested variance will not 

be in violation of any minimum standards established in any other applicable 

federal or state rule or regulation.   

 

5. The applicant has demonstrated that the proposed plan for maintenance and 

cleaning of the vault systems will not be a nuisance or injurious to public health, 

safety or welfare.   

 

6. The applicant has demonstrated that no substantial injury will result from the 

granting of the requested temporary variance.   

7. This review and decision incorporates, but is not limited to, all the documentation 
submitted to the County and included within the Department file relative to this 
application; including all exhibits, references and documents.  
 

DECISION: 

The Gunnison County Environmental Health Board, having reviewed the proposed 

application and supporting documentation, site observations and public testimony does 

approve the requested temporary variance to Section 12.C. of the Gunnison County 

OWTS Regulations for Harmels on the Taylor, LLC at their parcel, 6748 County Road 

742, under OWTS application OWTS-22-00138, with the following conditions: 

 
 

 
1. Pumping and hauling records be kept for each vault system and available on 

request and submitted annually. 



 

 

 
2. Anyone pumping and/or cleaning vault systems or hauling wastewater at and from 

this site be licensed OWTS cleaners with Gunnison County.  
 

3. This approval of the temporary use of vault systems at the parcel is limited to 24 
months from the date of this approval.  A one-time extension, of up to one-year 
can be granted by the Department if justifiable evidence is provided that shows the 
extension is warranted and necessary for timing of the completion of the future 
wastewater treatment plant. 
 

4. An update on progress towards site approval, permitting, and construction of the 
State approved wastewater treatment plant shall be submitted by January of each 
year to the Community Development Department.  
 

5. This approval is founded on each individual requirement.  Should the applicant 
successfully challenge any such finding or requirement, this approval is null and 
void. 

 
6. This permit may be revoked or suspended if Gunnison County determines that any 

material fact set forth herein or represented by the applicant was false or 
misleading, or that the applicant failed to disclose facts necessary to make any 
such fact not misleading. 
 

7. Approval of this use is based upon the facts presented and implies no approval of 
similar use in the same or different location and/or with different impacts on the 
environment and community.  Any such future application shall be reviewed and 
evaluated, subject to its compliance with current regulations, and its impact to the 
County. 
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