Steps for Approving Development Proposed in Gunnison County Related to Gunnison Sage-Grouse

Is the development proposed
on federal or private land?

PRIVATE

Fill out a Pre-Application Conference Request to Gunnison
County’s Community Development Department. You may
propose a location in for development, but the sage-grouse
review may identify a different location for development.
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Gunnison County will send the Pre-Application to the sage-
grouse biologist. They will confer with Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, if necessary, to determine if a site visit is warranted.
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Site visit not required
by biologist (usually
for small-scale pro-
jects in Tier 2 Habitat).

~

Site visit usually required by biologist for
projects in or near Tier 1 Habitat and/or

FEDERAL

Contact federal agency (USFS, BLM, etc). The Federal process can
take significant time so this should be done as soon as possible.

After considering your project, the Agency will be able to give you
an estimate for the length of time before construction can begin.

A

y

Is the project proposed in or near Gunnison Sage-grouse Critical Habitat?

NO

Avoiding Critical Habitat

large-scale projects. Site visit scheduled
for land owner, biologist, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife representative, Gun-
nison County Public Works, and Gun-
nison County Community Development
Department representatives. Discuss
recommendations on site.
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Biologist provides review to County with recommendations to minimize im-
pacts to sage-grouse and their habitats. County sends review and Certificate
of Administrative Review for applicant to sign. Sage-grouse review is a refer-
ence for County staff throughout the remainder of the building permit approv-
al process (and does not guarantee permit approval). Submit permit
(building, OWTS, Land Use Change, etc.) application. If the project could result
in harm of Gunnison sage-grouse, consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service may be required. Obtaining a legal Gunnison sage-grouse take permit
via Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act may extend the timeline of the
project (in some cases more than 2 years) to assess impact to the species and

its habitat.

will greatly reduce the
federal regulatory re- YES
quirements and help in
meeting industry time
demands.
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Can the project be moved to an area
away from Gunnison sage-grouse
Critical Habitat?

NO

A 4

The Agency will need to consider the
potential effects of the project under
the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). The Agency will work
with you on the location and will
need information about the process-
es required to complete the project.
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Once Federal regulatory processes are com-
plete, submit a Pre-Application Conference

Request to Gunnison County for the County
sage-grouse review process.

The project will likely require
Section 7 Consultation under the
Endangered Species Act in addi-
tion to NEPA. You will work with
the Federal Agency to determine
if there are ways to reduce nega-
tive impacts to Gunnison sage-
grouse and critical habitat. The
Federal Agency will consult with
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the additional length of time
needed for this process will de-
pend on the level of impact to
the species. The Federal Agency
will provide you with an esti-
mate for the length of time be-
fore construction can begin.




