Land Preservation Fund
CONSERVATION WORK ACCOMPLISHED

1998


Lazy F-Bar Ranch – (7/30/1998) This property involved a conservation easement on 180 acres in Brush Creek and was a partnership transaction with the Gunnison Legacy Fund.  The total value of the project was $1,133,212 with $50,000 being funded by the Land Preservation Board.  The funding partners included the Guerrieri Family who donated $273,750 of the value, GOCO and Gunnison Legacy donations in the amount of $52,658.

1999

Ridgeline Trail – (3/29/1999) Property is just north east of Gunnison and is accessed from a trail on Western College Campus.  It involves 37.41 acres and the funding request was for $92,000.  The Land Preservation Board approved $50,000.  The Gunnison County Trails Commission was able to secure a $35,000 grant from GOCO, $2,000 from the City of Gunnison, $500 from the Student Government and the balance was raised through donations.  This was a fee title transaction.


Lower Loop Project – (10/19/1999) This project involved the purchase of two parcels of land in the Slate River valley totaling 193 acres and provides trail access to the Crested Butte Community from Town to the O Be Joyful Wilderness.  The total value of the project was $2,251,000 and the Land Preservation Board made a $300,000 commitment over three years.  The Crested Butte Land Trust brought this project to the Board.  The funding partners included the Town of Crested Butte, GOCO, Lower Loop Friends, the Crested Butte Land Trust and donations.


Howell Easement – (6/11/1999) This property is located adjacent to the Arrow Head Subdivision and involves 600 acres.  This project was a partnership between the Land Preservation Board and the Valley Land Conservancy in Montrose.  The total cost was $10,470, which was used to develop the conservation easement with the landowner.  The landowner in this case donated the total value of $1,200,000.


Guerrieri Mountain Tract Conservation Easement – (10/29/1999) This project was done in cooperation with the Gunnison Legacy and involved the purchase of a conservation easement on 160 acres.  This is an inholding located at the Mill Creek trailhead.  The Land Preservation Board provided $25,000 to support a total project cost of $360,050. 


Davis Ranch Conservation Easement – (12/1/1999) This project was done in cooperation with the Gunnison Legacy and involved the purchase of a conservation easement on a 440 acre portion of the 1,100 acre Davis Ranch, located I the Carbon Creek area.  The Land Preservation Board provided $40,600 to support a total project cost of $683,450.


Cole Ranch – (12/21/1999) This project was also done in cooperation with the Gunnison Legacy and involved the purchase of a conservation easement on a 306.66 acre ranch located on the Gunnison/Saguache County boundary southwest of Doyleville.  The Land Preservation Board provided $21,028 to support a total project cost of $287,053.

2000


Nelson Ranch – (3/1/2000) This project was done in cooperation with the Gunnison Legacy and involves the purchase of a conservation easement on a 140 acre ranch, which straddles US Hwy 50 1 1/4 miles east of Doyleville.  The Land Preservation Board provided $16,250 to support a total project cost of $233,800.


Seahorse Ranch – (9/1/2000) This project was done in cooperation with the Gunnison Legacy and involves the purchase of a conservation easement on 344 acres of the 358 acre ranch.  This property is located along Hwy 50 approximately 5 miles east of Gunnison.  The Land Preservation Board provided $92,622 of the total a project cost of $836,988.


Phelps Lower Meadow – (9/1/2000) This project was done in cooperation with the Gunnison Legacy and involves the purchase of a conservation easement on the entire 257.81 acres.  This property is located in Parlin 14 miles east of Gunnison.  The Land Preservation Board provided $44,400 of the total project cost of $565,996.


Dillon Pinnacles – (12/21/2000) This project is in cooperation with the Conservation Fund and involves the purchase of 1,480-acre inholding within federal lands above the Blue Mesa Reservoir.  The total value of this transaction is $3,075,000 and the Land Preservation Board is contributing $150,000.


Gunnison River – (8/28/2001) This project involved the purchase of 6.9 acres along the Gunnison River by the City of Gunnison for the West Tomichi Riverway Park.  The total value of this transaction is $500,000 and the Land Preservation Board contributed $150,000.

2001


Peanut Mine/Mill – (12/21/2001) This project involves the purchase of 83 acres by the Crested Butte Land Trust and reclaim it after many years of coal mining and hard rock milling on the site.  Public access is allowed for Nordic skiing and to access the Lower Loop trails on the north side.  The total cost of the project was $800,000 and the Land Preservation Board’s contribution was $50,000.


Niccoli Ranch – (4/1/2001) This project involves the purchase of a conservation easement on 146 acres of productive agricultural land.  This project was a partnership with Legacy.  The total cost of the project was $968,832 with $120,000 coming from the Land Preservation Board.


Kebler Pass Parcel – (4/9/2001) This project involved the purchase of 320 acres.  This project was a partnership with the Crested Butte Land Trust.  The total cost of the project was $800,000 with $50,000 coming from the Land Preservation Board.

2002


Puckett Parcel – (9/1/2002) This project involved the purchase of a conservation easement on 811 acres of agricultural land with significant wildlife values.  This project was a partnership with Legacy.  The total project cost was $815,752 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $109,126

2003

McGill Lots – (3/13/2003) This project involved the purchase of approximately 40 acres of platted lots and mining claims within and adjacent to the historic Schofield Town –site.   Protection of these lots is an integral part of implementing a much greater conservation vision for the entire valley corridor stretching from Gothic to Marble.  This project was a partnership with the Trust for Public Land.  Total cost was $189,000 with $60,000 being contributed by the Land Preservation Board.

Pitkin Iron Parcel – (1/15/2003) This project involved the purchase of a conservation easement on two separate parcels for a total of 120 acres.  This project was a partnership with the Crested Butte Land Trust and enabled extension to the Crested Butte Nordic trail system.  The total project cost was $2,750,000 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $350,000.


Irby West Parcel – (12/10/2003) This project is a 197 acre parcel adjacent to 6,335 acres of ranchlands currently under conservation easements.  The property is bordered on three sides by ranchland under easement.  This project has a value of $392,271 and the Land Preservation Board contributed $33,008.


Ochs Ranch Project – (11/1/2003) The Ochs Ranch Project preserved 4,755 acres of ranchland north of Gunnison.  The Gunnison Legacy purchased the 2,760 acre ranch from the State Land Board and placed an easement on the entire ranch.  Legacy then traded portions of the ranch to neighboring ranch families for cash or easement value on their land.  This trade together with a large easement donation increased the total acreage by 1,995, including significant Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat.  The total value of the easements is $7,946,684 and the Land Preservation Board contributed $197,530.


Owsley Parcel – (12/18/2003) The Owsley Ranch parcel is located on highway 50 near the county line east of Gunnison.  This conservation easement is on 360 acres of the 900 plus acre ranch and represents phase one.  The ranch is divided by highway 50 and this easement is on the south side along Tomichi Creek.  The total value of the easement is $1,080,000 which was donated by the land owner in exchange for the Land Preservation Board covering the transaction cost of $60,000.

Vader Cloverleaf Ranch – (12/1/2003) This project protected 296 acres of a productive family ranch in the Quartz Creek Valley east of Gunnison, through the sale of a conservation easement.  The total value of the project is $429,600 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $25,700.

Huckeby Parcels – (11/7/2003) This project involved the purchase of two parcels adjacent to Crested Butte South for a total of 19.76 acres by the Crested Butte Land Trust.  The total value of the project was $277,439 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $12,000,

2004

Schofield Townsite lots – (7/10/1997) This project occurred in 1997 and involved the purchase of about half the townsite of Schofield  (522 lots and 62.2 acres) by the Crested Butte Land Trust and other partners.  The total project cost was $644,046 and the Land Preservation Board contributed $100,000 in 2004 toward that purchase.

Irby East Parcel – (6/14/2004) This project involved the placement of a conservation easement on 456 acres adjacent to 6,335 acres of ranchlands under easement along 17 miles of Tomichi Creek.  The total project costs was $745,816 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $119,583.

Hollenbeck Ranch – (4/23/2004) This project involved the purchase of a conservation easement on 280 acres of the Hollenbeck Ranch located east of Gunnison.  This property is adjacent to 6,335 acres of ranchlands under easement along 17 miles of Tomichi Creek.  The total value of the project was $685,939 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $79,014.

Gothic Meadow and Maxfield Properties – (5/13/2004) This project involved the purchase of 44 acres of meadow just south of Gothic and 18 lots in Schofield.  This project was facilitated by the Rocky Moutain Biological Lab with a total project cost of $228,000.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $30,000.

Rozman Ranch Phase I – (9/30/2004) This project involved the purchase of three separate conservation easements from this long time ranching family at the north end of the valley.  This project involves phases I or 550 acres located along a critical section of Highway 135’s West Elk Scenic Byway, just south of Crested Butte.  The total project cost was $1,618,002 with the Land Preservation Board contributing $200,000.

2005

Razor Creek Ranch I – The Razor Creek Ranch includes 1,490 acres on Razor Creek about twenty miles east of Gunnison.  In 2001 the landowner protected 150 acres with a conservation easement.  This project involved the protection of another 300 acres by donating an easement to Colorado Open Lands on 11/10/2005.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $2,850 and the Sage Grouse Mitigation Committee contributed $25,000 towards the transactional cost.  The total project value was $367,473.

W. Guerrieri Ranch Easement – (12/13/2005) This project included 117 acres near the Gunnison River, about one mile north of the city.  This easement protected essential private grazing land with important wildlife values.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $52,500 on a project with a total value of $526,375.

Robbins Ranch Phase I – The Robbins Ranch includes 1,420 acres on Steuben Creek and Sun Creek, about eight miles west of Gunnison.  In March of 3/31/2005 the owner placed a conservation easement on 500 acres of the ranch with the Land Preservation Board contributing $85,132 for a total project cost of $554,156.  

2006

Bench Meadow – This project involves 44 acres of property just south of Gothic and directly east of Maxfield Meadow.  The project closed in December of 2005 but the Land Preservation Board reimbursed $17,000 in the spring of 2006 for transaction costs.  Total project cost was $113,000.

Razor Creek Ranch Phase II – (6/13/2006) This project involves an additional 420 acres of irrigated pasture along Razor Creek plus 10 acres of adjacent dry sage land.  There is an active sage grouse lek on the property.  The total cost of the project is $535,860 and the Land Preservation contribution to this project is $56,885.

Robbins Ranch Phase II – The Robbins Ranch includes 1,420 acres on Steuben Creek and Sun Creek, about eight miles west of Gunnison. The Land Preservation Board contributed $70,740 towards an additional 400 acres for a total project cost of $443,325.

2007


Fulton Ranch – This project involves 279 acres of property on east slope of Soap Mesa overlooking Curecanti National Recreation Area.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $47,845.  Phase 1 (279 acres) closed in May of 2007 and the remaining 120 acres closed in 2008.  


Niccoli Ranch – This project involves 70 acres (31 acres in conservation easement and the remaining acres in a deed restriction for 2 homesites) between highway 135 and the East River adjacent to Crested Butte South.  Nordic ski trails have been set on the property.  The project cost was $2,772,000 and the LPB contributed $40,000.   


Yule Creek Mining Claims – This project involves 23 acres of mining claims visible from the Yule Creek Trail near the marble quarry south of the Town of Marble.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $11,500 to the Trust for Public Land at the end of December of 2007 for this project .


Darien Ranch – This project involves 100 acres of property along County Road 3 and the Crystal River west of the Town of Marble.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $15,000 to the Aspen Valley Land Trust in December of 2007 for this project, which has total value of roughly $1.6 million.
2008


Kikel Property – This project involves 70 acres north of Crested Butte along the Slate River.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $40,000 to CBLT to the project which has total value of $2,672,800.
Fulton Ranch Phase II – This project involves 120 acres and is located south of Crested Butte.  The prior phase was done in 2007.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $50,000 to the project for phase I and II which has a total value of $771,600.

Darien Ranch –  In 2008, the LPB contributed an additional $20,000 to this project that was given $15,000 in 2007.
2009

Riverbend to Skyland Bridge – In 2009, the LPB contributed $30,000 to the Skyland Metropolitan District for the bridge, which enabled connecting the trail between Crested Butte and the Brush Creek Road area.
2011

Kochevar Phase II – This project involves 107 acres along the Slate River north of Crested Butte.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $100,000 in March of 2011.  The Town will own the property and CBLT will hold a conservation easement on the property, which enabled the popular Lupine Trail.  The total project cost was $1,615,613.

Davis Ranch Phase II – This project involves 400 acres in upper Ohio Creek/ Carbon Creek.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $180,000 in May of 2011.  The total project cost was $1,089,150.

Rozman Ranch – Phase II -  This project involves 199 acres southwest of Riverland Industrial Park.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $44,000.  The easement is held by CBLT and the total project cost was $1,390,480.
2012
Razor Creek Ranch – Final Phase – This project contains 460 acres in the Razor Creek Valley between Parlin and Doyleville.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $142,000.  Total project cost was $641,437.
McLaughlin Cow Camp - This project contains 73 acres (total project 180 acres) in Gunnison County, located on Gunnison/Montrose county lines of CR 731 along Crystal Creek. CCALT holds the easement. Total project cost was about $383,530 with $30,000 contributed by the Land Preservation Board.  

Cold Springs Ranch – This project protected 191 acres of ranchland along the East River off of Brush Creek Road.  The Land Preservation Board contributed $100,000 and the overall project cost was $1,350,000.  The easement will be held by the Trust for Public Land.

Summary through 6/2012:


Total dollar value of projects



$47,259,079

Amount spent and committed by the 

Land Preservation Board for projects completed
$3,681,783
Total acres protected to date



16,426
Land Preservation Board's cost per acre

for conservation easements



$355


